
From: William Schlemmer

To: Gates, Jim

Subject: **Organized Waste Feedback

Date: Friday, January 16, 2015 5:56:24 PM

The current proposal more than doubles my monthly cost, takes away competitive options for the
 resident, and is locked in too long.
 
I vote to terminate!
 
William and Karen Schlemmer
10408 Virginia Cir
Bloomington MN 55438
952.941.8471

mailto:wschlemmer@aol.com
mailto:jgates@BloomingtonMN.gov




From: John Jaimez

To: Gates, Jim

Cc: Lee, Larry; Keel, Karl

Subject: Bloomington Master Recyclers - Feedback on Hauler Proposal & Proposed Next Steps

Date: Wednesday, January 21, 2015 10:10:33 PM

Mr. Gates:

I am writing you on behalf of the Bloomington Master Recyclers Group.  Some of us attended the
 Council Study Session on January 12 to hear the presentation and discussion on organized collection
 of solid waste.

Based on the information packet prepared for the Study Session and the presentation / discussion at
 the Study Session, we agree with the Council's decision to continue hauler negotiations in pursuit of
 better pricing across the board.  

We commend the Council, Mayor, and City staff for keeping this process moving forward, and we
 would like to express our support for:

Not accepting the high prices proposed by haulers thus far;
Urging the haulers to submit a competitively priced 3-year pricing proposal (State law
 allows for a minimum contract term of 3 years; the sooner this phase is done; the sooner
 the city and its residents can benefit from an actual competitive RFP process for residential
 solid waste collection); and
Creation of an expedited Organized Collection Options Committee, if the haulers
 do not submit an acceptable pricing proposal that is close to the prices in "competitive"
 cities.

Thank you for your work and attention on this important city matter.

Best regards, 

Lynn Boergerhoff
John Jaimez
Joan Kampmeyer
Karen Nordstrom
Tim Sandry
Julie Tinberg
Susan Tracy

mailto:jgjaimez@gmail.com
mailto:jgates@BloomingtonMN.gov
mailto:llee@BloomingtonMN.gov
mailto:kkeel@BloomingtonMN.gov


From: Moore, Lynn

To: CDD-ENVHLTH; Gates, Jim; Keel, Karl; Eiler, Jim; Williams, Deborah K

Subject: Smart trash bins - pretty cool

Date: Friday, January 23, 2015 2:36:31 PM

http://smartcitiescouncil.com/article/are-smart-waste-bins-your-citys-future-new-report-predicts-

boom-refuse-market

 

Lynn Moore, MPH, RS

Environmental Health Manager

City of Bloomington

lmoore@BloomingtonMN.gov

(952) 563-8970
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From: Shawn Gilbert

To: Gates, Jim

Subject: RE: Recycling, composting, and waste reduction

Date: Monday, January 26, 2015 9:07:37 PM

Mr. Gates:
 
Thank you for your quick reply to my concern. I appreciate that your goal is to keep present waste
 management collectors in business. Being realistic, I hope you can actually achieve this objective. I'm
 sure you appreciate that I remain concerned about good intentions going awry.
 
I am hoping for win-wins all around re this matter.
 
Shawn Gilbert

From: Gates, Jim [mailto:jgates@BloomingtonMN.gov] 
Sent: Monday, January 26, 2015 1:38 PM
To: 'Shawn Gilbert'
Cc: Larson, Kim
Subject: RE: Recycling, composting, and waste reduction

 
Shawn O’Rourke Gilbert,

Thanks for your comments regarding solid waste collection.

 

Presently the City is in the negotiation phase per M.S. 115A.94 of the possibility of organized

 collection being implemented in the City in the future.

 

All 7 licensed residential haulers have been fully engage in the hauler negotiation process.  The

 haulers are presently responsible for splitting up the 26,000 accounts in Bloomington as defined by

 their present share of the residential accounts or pick-ups in the city, so there is not a goal to impact

 the smaller haulers since for the most part, since the smaller haulers rely on their business as their

 livelihood.

 

So far the private negotiations have been well-attended, courteous and professional.  The hauler

 proposal is going to be discussed at the regular Council meeting this evening on 1-26-14.  If there is

 interest, the Council meeting is televised on the current Bloomington cable channel.  It will be

 considered under Organizational Business on the Council agenda this evening.  This organizational

 business is usually about 2/3 of the way through the agenda.

 

There is also information available on the organized collection

 webpage(http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm ) on

 the City of Bloomington website.

 

The goal is to have all 7 of the licensed residential hauler  remain in business, and provide cost-

effective residential organized  collection in the City for trash, recyclables (including organics and

 electronics), yard waste, and bulky items.

 

Hope that helps.

 

mailto:shawngilbert@comcast.net
mailto:jgates@BloomingtonMN.gov
http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm


Contact me anytime.

 

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov

 

 

 

From: Shawn Gilbert [mailto:shawngilbert@comcast.net] 
Sent: Friday, January 23, 2015 1:23 PM
To: Solid Waste Management Plan
Subject: Recycling, composting, and waste reduction

 
January 23, 2015
 
As a Bloomington resident of 20+ years, I am writing to ask you to consider my thoughts
 before you make firm decisions regarding improvement of recycling, compositing and waste
 reduction in the City of Bloomington.
 
I heartily endorse steps to improve these services to better respect our earth and the
 environment we all share. However, I am deeply concerned about how proposed plans will
 affect businesses — particularly small businesses — that now take care of our waste
 management.  
 
I have no particular link to Burt's Disposal except that I have benefited from their service for
 many years, and it is distressing to think about how this excellent and essential business might
 suffer because we have become enlightened about our environment. There are many ways to
 honor our relatively new (and admittedly belated) awareness without destroying small
 business.
 
I am asking you to consider avenues of action to improve waste disposal with methods that 1)
 honor our planet, 2) preserve the health of present waste management businesses, and 3)
 provide education for and require personal responsibility of our citizens.   
 
It may be more expedient to simply redesign waste management without regard for present
 services, but ethical decisions will consider all sides and will do as little damage to those who
 make their living on the earth as to the planet itself.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to reflect on these thoughts.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shawn O'Rourke Gilbert

5808 W 96th Street
Bloomington MN 55437
(952) 897-1128
 



From: Gates, Jim

To: "Shawn Gilbert"

Cc: Larson, Kim

Subject: RE: Recycling, composting, and waste reduction

Date: Monday, January 26, 2015 1:37:51 PM

Shawn O’Rourke Gilbert,

Thanks for your comments regarding solid waste collection.

 

Presently the City is in the negotiation phase per M.S. 115A.94 of the possibility of organized

 collection being implemented in the City in the future.

 

All 7 licensed residential haulers have been fully engage in the hauler negotiation process.  The

 haulers are presently responsible for splitting up the 26,000 accounts in Bloomington as defined by

 their present share of the residential accounts or pick-ups in the city, so there is not a goal to impact

 the smaller haulers since for the most part, since the smaller haulers rely on their business as their

 livelihood.

 

So far the private negotiations have been well-attended, courteous and professional.  The hauler

 proposal is going to be discussed at the regular Council meeting this evening on 1-26-14.  If there is

 interest, the Council meeting is televised on the current Bloomington cable channel.  It will be

 considered under Organizational Business on the Council agenda this evening.  This organizational

 business is usually about 2/3 of the way through the agenda.

 

There is also information available on the organized collection

 webpage(http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm ) on

 the City of Bloomington website.

The goal is to have all 7 of the licensed residential hauler  remain in business, and provide cost-

effective residential organized  collection in the City for trash, recyclables (including organics and

 electronics), yard waste, and bulky items.

 

Hope that helps.

 

Contact me anytime.

 

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov

 

 

 

From: Shawn Gilbert [mailto:shawngilbert@comcast.net] 
Sent: Friday, January 23, 2015 1:23 PM
To: Solid Waste Management Plan
Subject: Recycling, composting, and waste reduction

mailto:/O=COB ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=JIM GATES
mailto:shawngilbert@comcast.net
mailto:kklarson@BloomingtonMN.gov
http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm


 
January 23, 2015
 
As a Bloomington resident of 20+ years, I am writing to ask you to consider my thoughts
 before you make firm decisions regarding improvement of recycling, compositing and waste
 reduction in the City of Bloomington.
 
I heartily endorse steps to improve these services to better respect our earth and the
 environment we all share. However, I am deeply concerned about how proposed plans will
 affect businesses — particularly small businesses — that now take care of our waste
 management.  
 
I have no particular link to Burt's Disposal except that I have benefited from their service for
 many years, and it is distressing to think about how this excellent and essential business might
 suffer because we have become enlightened about our environment. There are many ways to
 honor our relatively new (and admittedly belated) awareness without destroying small
 business.
 
I am asking you to consider avenues of action to improve waste disposal with methods that 1)
 honor our planet, 2) preserve the health of present waste management businesses, and 3)
 provide education for and require personal responsibility of our citizens.   
 
It may be more expedient to simply redesign waste management without regard for present
 services, but ethical decisions will consider all sides and will do as little damage to those who
 make their living on the earth as to the planet itself.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to reflect on these thoughts.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shawn O'Rourke Gilbert

5808 W 96th Street
Bloomington MN 55437
(952) 897-1128
 



current.mnsun.com http://current.mnsun.com/2015/02/letter-changing-times-necessitate-change-in-garbage-collection/

By Mike Hanks February 1, 2015 at 11:57 pm

Letter: Changing times necessitate change in garbage 

collection

To the editor:

For many years the Bloomington City Council has talked about a better way to treat our garbage and 

recycling.

As the city has gained several new haulers over the past several years, it becomes more of an issue today 

than in the recent past. I read with concern the letter written by Larry Frost in the Jan. 15 Sun Current.

Frost’s letter to the editor misses the point. Hauler choice does not improve life in Bloomington – in fact, 

quite the opposite. Households in my neighborhood are serviced by four haulers, meaning that during the 

seven-month yard waste season, 12 trucks roll through the streets on collection day. If the city provides 

collection services, the number of trucks is reduced to three. Think of the positive impact on noise, air quality 

and street safety.

In addition, the pricing of collection services is typically lower for households in cities in Hennepin County 

that provide the service through a competitive bidding process with the haulers. In this case, government 

can create a win-win for us all. The intent is not to put any of the haulers out of business, but rather to fairly 

distribute their clients to benefit all of us, one company per neighborhood.

One of the newest haulers within the past several years touted smaller garbage trucks, therefore less weight 

on our streets and also more efficient fuel usage. I was shocked to see the company had gone to huge 

trucks this past summer. This is not good customer service, but rather a bait-and-switch type tactic.

I am very much in favor of what our city council and staff are trying to accomplish with this plan.

Karen Nordstrom

Bloomington

Nordstrom is a former Bloomington City Council member.

Page 1 of 1Sun Current | Letter: Changing times necessitate change in garbage collection
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From: Moore, Lynn

To: Keel, Karl; Gates, Jim; Lee, Larry

Subject: Resource Recycling - article on Mpls" organics collection program

Date: Thursday, February 05, 2015 9:51:03 AM

Organics collection on the way in Minneapolis
By Bobby Elliott, Resource Recycling

Feb. 4, 2015

By the spring of 2016, Minneapolis residents will have the option to divert organics if they so choose.

Officials in Minneapolis have begun the year-long rollout of optional organics collection for residents throughout the city. The first phase of the

 program will be completed by August, when 25 percent of the population is expected to have access to the service. Officials say by spring of 2016,

 the entire population will have access.

And, according to Minneapolis' recycling coordinator, Kellie Kish, the first week of the program already saw 2,200 new participants sign up for

 organics collection. Kish says by spring of 2017, a full year after 100 percent access is secured, the City will aim for big participation goals.

"We hope to increase the participation rate to above 40 percent within the program's first year," Kish told Resource Recycling.

A pilot organics collection program started in August 2008 managed to attract "a little over 40 percent" of eligible residents by 2013, Kish

 added.

Once signed up, Minneapolis residents will receive 30-gallon carts. They are being asked to put all organics, and some compostable plastics

 and paper-based products, in compostable plastic bags before tossing them into the new carts. Material will be sent to to "one of four commercial

 composting facilities in the Twin Cities metro region," Kish said.

Minnesota's composting industry has grown from a $30 million annual business in 2008 to a $38 million in 2013, a new report shows.

The rollout of Minneapolis' citywide program will cost a reported $8 million.

To help pay for it, the roughly 105,000 residents served by the city's current trash and recycling program have seen their monthly waste

 management fees rise from $17.60 to $21.60, whether they plan to sign up for organics collection or not, Kish said. Of the $4 increase, $3.35 is

 attached to the organics program launch.

Minneapolis has a 75 percent recycling rate goal for 2030, and Kish noted organics provide a window of opportunity for the City.

"With organics being the material with the highest potential to collect and divert from the waste stream, moving toward a citywide organics

 collection program has been a logical step," Kish said.

Residents will be able to compost all organics as well as non-recyclable paper products, including pizza boxes, napkins and tissue paper.

 Plastics that are certified as compostable by the The Biodegradable Products Institute and the U.S. Composting Council will also be accepted in

 compost carts.

Paper packaging lined with plastic will not be accepted through the program.

Minneapolis' single-stream recycling program has increased recycling activity by 25 percent since being fully introduced in April 2013.

 

From: Resource Recycling [mailto:dylan@resource-recycling.ccsend.com] On Behalf Of Resource Recycling
Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 2015 12:49 PM
To: Moore, Lynn
Subject: Colleges Gear Up for RecycleMania Competition

 
Resource Recycling

Feb. 4, 2015
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ORGANICS COLLECTION ON THE WAY IN MINNEAPOLIS

REPORT: FOOD, BEVERAGE INDUSTRY DROPS BALL WHEN
 IT COMES TO RECYCLING

COLLEGES GEAR UP FOR RECYCLEMANIA COMPETITION

LEGISLATION TRACKER

WIDE WORLD OF RECYCLING

NEWSBITS

INDUSTRY AND SUPPLIER NEWS

REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS

UPCOMING CONFERENCES & WEBINARS

JOBS AVAILABLE & SOUGHT

NERC Tower Ad

1 | Organics collection on the way in Minneapolis
 
By the spring of 2016, Minneapolis residents will have the option to divert organics if

 they so choose.
READ MORE>>

Journal of Solid Waste Banner Ad

RCO 2015 Banner Ad

2 | Report: Food, beverage industry drops ball

 when it comes to recycling
 
A report analyzing the sustainability initiatives of the food and beverage industry points

 to glaring holes in the sector's recycling efforts.
READ MORE>>
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ESN e-Newsletter

CRA Banner Ad

OUSEI Banner

3 | Colleges gear up for RecycleMania competition
 
Nearly 400 colleges and universities across the U.S. will complete in this year's

 RecycleMania, a competition between schools to see who can recycle the most.
READ MORE>>

RR Conference Banner Ad

4 | Legislation tracker
 
Winter temperatures around the country haven't prevented state legislatures from heating

 up as they consider recycling-related bills. Read about proposed laws in two states in this

 week's edition of our legislation rundown.
READ MORE>>

SDS Banner

MRP Banner

5 | Wide world of recycling
 
The latest numbers on recovered paper purchased in China lead off our global news

 roundup.
READ MORE>>
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6 | NewsBits
 
Battery recycling firm Exide finds itself in even more hot water over alleged hazardous

 waste violations, and a website lets Chicagoans report on buildings failing to provide

 recycling services. Check out NewsBits for these and other stories.
READ MORE>>

Rotochopper Banner

Allegheny Banner Ad

7 | Industry and supplier news
 
The Curbside Value Partnership has added two new organizations to its board: the

 Foodservice Packaging Institute (FPI) and the Carton Council. The FPI is the trade

 association for the foodservice packaging industry, and the Carton Council is a group of

 carton manufacturers that aims to divert cartons from the landfill. For more, click here

 and here.
 
RRS, a sustainability and recycling consulting firm, has appointed Michael Timpane as

 affiliate vice president of the Ann Arbor, Michigan-based organization. Timpane

 previously worked at Waste Management, where he served as director of municipal

 recycling and diversion. For more, click here.
 
Packaging giants RockTenn and MeadWestvaco have agreed to merge. Included are the

 firms' recycled paper and paperboard assets. The new firm will have annual sales of $16

 billion and will be able to produce 13 million tons of products. This merger continues a

 long pattern of industry consolidation. For example, four years ago RockTenn purchased

 Smurfit-Stone Container and its many recycled paperboard operations.

http://www.resource-recycling.com/node/515
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8 | Requests for proposals
 
The New York State Association for Reduction, Reuse and Recycling (NYSAR) has

 announced that the grant program for members of the organization's College Council will

 continue during the spring semester, with grant applications and project proposals now

 being accepted. Details are available here.
 
Call2Recycle, the manufacturer-backed group that manages battery take-back in North

 America, is seeking proposals from individuals and entities to help the group examine its

 processors and sorters over the next two years. For more information, email

 batteryrecycling@call2recycle.org.

9 | Upcoming conferences & webinars
 
Click here for a complete directory of upcoming conferences and webinars!
 
If you have a conference or webinar that you would like listed, please send an email to

 news@resource-recycling.com for consideration.

10 | Jobs available & sought
 
Plant Maintenance Technician, Newell Recycling (San Antonio, Texas). 

Details are available here.
 
Inside Sales Associate, Roadrunner Recycling (Northeast U.S.). 

Details are available here.
 
Project Manager, Full Circle Environmental (Seattle, Washington). 

Details are available here.
 
Regional Account Executive, Gannon & Scott (Midwest U.S.). 

Details are available here.
 
Regional Account Executive, Gannon & Scott (Northwest U.S. and Western Canada). 

Details are available here.
 
Sales Engineer, Ameri-Shred Corp. (Alpena, Michigan). 

Details are available here.
 
Account Executive, Liquid Technology (New York City). 

Details are available here.
 
Plastic Sales & Marketing Rep, AMI Trading Inc. (Miami, Florida). 

Details are available here.
 
President, ReTech, LLC (Grafton, Ohio). 

Details are available here.
 
Executive Director, Professional Recyclers of Pennsylvania (Harrisburg,
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001osDr4bhNyUIKhpTs3-efm6yOz8khczpiDO6j5vmlFNeJRdPqcmwqMqZfMsfA4YB-VNZlH4MbyXH_Ltv85ffW0KovUFSJeR-CVG7zHndBXmF0WzHjMq0TBHmpK0v1adGqV29d7j53ayLIhGm9nLhYPEbbf3Bhgwl4qVAgMDjsOCjnW4GHHKDWT_7_HQ5VqWLoj4s8cTY25B8hjTpyqA3JlPiHUkgW0eFR9GWabSzTYZA=&c=F8Want-lR4xMOX3VYfigEfH2G5K7GocdfgnLBfF0tXuIW_x1S3TDkw==&ch=hCA2zXnIT_R_UQVlmOSzAA3hfE8MWwxG-oMT2kCxEPcucbEq_lHRXw==
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 Pennsylvania). 

Details are available here.
 
Product Development Manager, PRP Recycling (Chicago, Illinois). 

Details are available here.
 
Fund Development Contractor, National Recycling Coalition (Washington, D.C.). 

Details are available here.
 
Various Positions, Bulk Handling Systems (Eugene, Oregon). 

Details are available here.
 
Various Positions, NRT (Nationwide). 

Details are available here.
 
Various Positions, Newark Recycled Paperboard Solutions (Nationwide). 

Details are available here.
 
Various Positions, Waste Management (Nationwide). 

Details are available here.
 
Various Positions, Product Stewardship Institute (Boston, Massachusetts). 

Details are available here.
 
Various Positions Highlighted by the Northern California Recycling Association

 (Northern California). 

Details are available here.
 
Jobs Sought 

Database of job seekers available here.
 
If you would like to submit a job available or job sought listing, contact Jared Paben at

 jared@resource-recycling.com.

Resource Recycling Inc. | PO Box 42270 | Portland OR 97242-0270 | ph: 503-233-1305 | fax: 503-233-1356
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From: Cisco Unity Connection Messaging System

To: jgates@vm-mail.org

Subject: Message from Cell Phone MN (96122405154)

Date: Monday, February 09, 2015 11:15:38 AM

Attachments: VoiceMessage.wav

mailto:unityconnection@vm-mail.org
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From: Clawson, Barbara

To: City-Council

Cc: Keel, Karl; Gates, Jim; Dargan, Denise; Moore, Lynn

Subject: Garbage Collection comment from Vicki Anderson

Date: Tuesday, February 10, 2015 8:47:16 AM

Vicki Anderson

952-881-3180

 

Ms. Anderson called yesterday to leave the following message about the prospect of organized

 collection:

 

She is totally opposed to the idea.  She has a 64-gallon container and pays $15/month for garbage,

 recycling, and unlimited yard waste.  A price she said the City will never achieve even through

 negotiations with the haulers.  Her garbage bill is not tacked onto her water bill.  She has a contract. 

 If she doesn’t like the price from one hauler, she negotiates to get a better price.  If the main push

 for this is to reduce the number of trucks, she says neighbors should organize and decide on one

 hauler.  They’ll save money and reduce the number of trucks on the street.  Besides, if the number

 of trucks on the street is the issue, then delivery trucks, Metro Mobility, etc. should be banned from

 residential streets.  She owns two homes in Bloomington and a home outside of Bloomington where

 she can take her trash and recycling.  Does this mean Bloomington would be charged twice?  She is

 dead set against the government deciding who her garbage company is going to be.  What if you

 don’t like the garbage company?  You’re stuck with them.  She wants to have the choice and to do

 her own negotiating.  She said this will end up costing the City even more money because they’ll

 need to have someone in charge of it; another $80,000 salary.

 

Barb Clawson

Mayor’s Assistant/Council Secretary

1800 W. Old Shakopee Road

Bloomington, MN  55431

952-563-8786

bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov
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From: Clawson, Barbara

To: Gates, Jim

Cc: Larson, Kim; Moore, Lynn

Subject: FW: Organized Collection Options Committee formation

Date: Thursday, February 12, 2015 2:57:10 PM

FYI.

Thanks!

Barb Clawson

Mayor’s Assistant/Council Secretary

1800 W. Old Shakopee Road

Bloomington, MN  55431

952-563-8786

bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov

-----Original Message-----

From: Anne Peek [mailto:annepeek@gmail.com]

Sent: Thursday, February 12, 2015 2:56 PM

To: City-Council

Subject: Organized Collection Options Committee formation

Hello City Council members,

I read today in the Sun newspaper about the committee formed to look into garbage collection options.  While that is

 a good idea, I am surprised and disappointed that there are no women on this committee.  Not only should women

 be represented as a matter of course in city business matters, but also women traditionally have been the ones to

 have experience dealing with garbage haulers.  I hope you will rectify this oversight.

Sincerely,

Anne Peek

9937 Alabama Road

Bloomington, MN 55438
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From: Keel, Karl

To: "PBowman@ci.anoka.mn.us"

Cc: Gates, Jim; Larson, Kim

Subject: RE: Organized Garbage Hauling

Date: Tuesday, February 17, 2015 9:29:44 AM

Attachments: 1-26-15 ORGANIZED COLLECTION-FINAL.pptx

Pam:

 

We are finishing up the first step of the organized collection process – Negotiations with existing

 haulers.  We have not yet reached a price agreement with them.  While negotiations remain open,

 we have formed an Organized Collection Options Committee (OCOC) to look at other options.

 

A copy of our last update PowerPoint is attached.  Also, the most up to date information can be

 found on our website at

 http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm.

 

Good luck!

 

Karl Keel

 

 

 

 

 

From: Larson, Kim 
Sent: Tuesday, February 17, 2015 7:45 AM
To: Keel, Karl; Gates, Jim
Subject: FW: Organized Garbage Hauling

 

From: Pam Bowman [mailto:PBowman@ci.anoka.mn.us] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 11, 2015 9:36 AM
To: Larson, Kim
Subject: Organized Garbage Hauling

 

Karl,

 

The City of Anoka is considering organized hauling and is gathering information from other cities. 

 We have also been talking with Foth.  City Manager Tim Cruikshank is seeking 5-8 bullet points

 regarding Bloomington’s overall experience with the organized hauling process.  I believe you are

 the contact for the organized hauling and wonder if you could please send me bullet points in the

 next day so we can include them in our council’s worksession packet?  We appreciate your

 feedback.

 

Thank you.   

 

Pam Bowman | Communications & Recycling Coordinator

City of Anoka
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763-576-2725 | 763-576-2727 (fax)
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From: Gates, Jim

To: "Ben Van Zee"

Subject: RE: Summary of Negotiations To-Date for Organized Solid Waste Collection

Date: Tuesday, February 17, 2015 3:44:09 PM

Attachments: 2-5-15 Price Summary with Histogram.pdf

Ben Van Zee,

The summary sheet and the histogram was not added to the organized collection webpage until this morning.  Hope

 this helps.

Contact me anytime.

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov

-----Original Message-----

From: Ben Van Zee [mailto:vanzeeben@gmail.com]

Sent: Monday, February 16, 2015 10:08 PM

To: Organized Collection

Subject: Summary of Negotiations To-Date for Organized Solid Waste Collection

The Summary of Negotiations To-Date for Organized Solid Waste Collection document online references several

 Tables and Figures that are not attached to the PDF summary. Can you please send me a copy of these supporting

 documents?

Thank you.

Ben Van Zee

Bloomington Resident
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From: Gates, Jim

To: "CenturyLink Customer"

Subject: RE: About time

Date: Tuesday, February 17, 2015 4:03:22 PM

Rand Huwe,

Thanks for the support.  We’re working on the organized collection system in the city, but many

 steps yet remain prior to it becoming a reality.

Contact me anytime.

 

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov

 

 

 

From: CenturyLink Customer [mailto:randhuwe@q.com] 
Sent: Sunday, February 15, 2015 6:47 PM
To: Organized Collection
Subject: About time

 
Hooray!

Organized collection is long overdue.
My small isolated neighborhood gets 12 - 15 trucks, barreling thru every Friday morning.
I commend and thank the city leaders pushing for this.

Thanks,
Rand Huwe
8125 Ensign Road
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From: DaleJ

To: Gates, Jim

Subject: Re: Organized trash hauling

Date: Tuesday, February 17, 2015 4:46:55 PM

Attachments: 2-5-15 Price Summary with Histogram.pdf

Jim,  

Which means in my view, we will 1. pay a little less for less service, 2. pay a little or a lot more for the same

 service.  

I don't like the idea of a city selected one hauler arrangement such as Minneapolis has.  

Will there be an option for me to select a hauler of my own choosing if I don't want to join the city plan?  I want to

 be able to tailor my own needs.  

Dale J

Bloomington

On 17, Feb 2015, at 16:26, "Gates, Jim" <jgates@BloomingtonMN.gov> wrote:

Mr. Johnson,

Thanks for your comments.  Attached is the latest summary of the most recent hauler proposal submitted to the city

 by the 7 licensed haulers in Bloomington.  The City Council will consider the prices from the proposal at an

 upcoming City Council meeting.

There is also a webpage set up on the Bloomington website to keep track of recent happenings regarding organized

 collection at: http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm .

Hope this helps.  I doubt organized collection will please everyone in the city.  Some will pay less, others may pay a

 little more.

Contact me anytime.

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov

-----Original Message-----

From: DaleJ [mailto:dalej2@mac.com] 

Sent: Friday, February 06, 2015 6:59 PM

To: Organized Collection

Subject: Organized trash hauling

Hi,

My second mail regarding this.  I am concerned about the cost and service of this reorganization. I have two yard

 waste containers, two recycle containers and one max sized general trash container.  How am I to determine with

 these numbers being thrown around what will be best option for me?  Also, will I be able to contract my own trash

 hauler if I choose not to go with the city organized plan?  

mailto:dalej2@mac.com
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I have grave doubts this reorganization will: 

1. Reduce my trash bill (I will probably pay more for the same as what I am receiving now)

2.  Give me the same service as I'm receiving now (at any cost).  

Dale Johnson

10515 Penn Ave

Bloomington



From: Gates, Jim

To: "DaleJ"

Subject: RE: Organized trash hauling

Date: Tuesday, February 17, 2015 4:26:25 PM

Attachments: 2-5-15 Price Summary with Histogram.pdf

Mr. Johnson,

Thanks for your comments.  Attached is the latest summary of the most recent hauler proposal submitted to the city

 by the 7 licensed haulers in Bloomington.  The City Council will consider the prices from the proposal at an

 upcoming City Council meeting.

There is also a webpage set up on the Bloomington website to keep track of recent happenings regarding organized

 collection at: http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm .

Hope this helps.  I doubt organized collection will please everyone in the city.  Some will pay less, others may pay a

 little more.

Contact me anytime.

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov

-----Original Message-----

From: DaleJ [mailto:dalej2@mac.com]

Sent: Friday, February 06, 2015 6:59 PM

To: Organized Collection

Subject: Organized trash hauling

Hi,

My second mail regarding this.  I am concerned about the cost and service of this reorganization. I have two yard

 waste containers, two recycle containers and one max sized general trash container.  How am I to determine with

 these numbers being thrown around what will be best option for me?  Also, will I be able to contract my own trash

 hauler if I choose not to go with the city organized plan? 

I have grave doubts this reorganization will:

1. Reduce my trash bill (I will probably pay more for the same as what I am receiving now)

2.  Give me the same service as I'm receiving now (at any cost). 

Dale Johnson

10515 Penn Ave

Bloomington
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From: Gates, Jim

To: "Fred Gustafson"

Subject: RE: Trash collection day

Date: Tuesday, February 17, 2015 4:00:24 PM

Mr. Gustafson,

We would love to customize haulers routes for all 26,000 residential units in Bloomington, but that is

 unworkable.  Would suggest maybe asking a neighbor or relatives to put out, or move your carts

 back near the garage after pick-up has occurred.

 

This is possibly one advantage of the current “open system” between you and a particular hauler. 

 Maybe a hauler would move the carts back near the garage after pick-up.

 

Appreciate your support of “organized collection”, but it is doubtful the pick-up days will change

 after the 30 years without revised pick-up days.  We may please a few, but make many others

 unhappy.

 

Sorry.

 

Contact me anytime though.

 

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov

 

 

 

From: Fred Gustafson [mailto:fjohn.gustafson@gmail.com] 
Sent: Saturday, February 14, 2015 11:07 AM
To: Organized Collection
Subject: Trash collection day

 

Jim,
 
I live at 8000 West 94th Street in Bloomington.  I have been following the
 proposed changes in trash and recycling collection in Bloomington.  Here
 is my input:
 
I support organized collection.  However, our trash collection day is Friday
 which is not convenient for us.  We have a cabin and often leave on Friday
 morning.  We have to wait for the trash to be collected before leaving the
 house.  
 
Also, we do a lot of cooking on the weekends and the garbage sits in our
 garage and stinks until Friday.  Our garbage pick up day has not changed
 in the 30 years we have lived here.  We deserve a change.  
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With organized collection, can we get a different day of the week for trash
 pick up?  Any day would be better than Friday.  Can you bring up this
 issue to the collection committee?
 
Regards, 
Fred Gustafson
 
--

Fred Gustafson | Principal Consultant | Gustafson Group LLC
Cell: 952-454-1758 | Home Phone: 952-944-9226
email: fjohn.gustafson@gmail.com

mailto:fjohn.gustafson@gmail.com


From: Jeff Choquette

To: Gates, Jim

Subject: Re: Hauler Summary

Date: Tuesday, February 17, 2015 11:30:40 AM

Thank you Jim.
I look forward to meeting you some day soon and I hope to be at the 2/23 MTG.
As I mentioned when we spoke, I have been an avid composter and recycler for years. I
 understand what we face as we mound up mountains of trash with little regard for what we
 dispose of or where it lands. I am, however, deeply conflicted regarding these and other future
 Bloomington and higher government mandates that remove our our right to choose. It feels to
 me as though "The Council" is attempting to disguise this as a "neighborhood safety" issue to
 garner community support. Words like these pull at people's heartstrings but cloud the truth.
 If safety was really at the core, there would be more citations for speeding rubbish trucks as
 well as when they drop trash on the road and don't stop to pick it up. I read in the notes posted
 on this issue that litter is a concern. Let's not cloud the issues. I know where we stand as it
 concerns landfills. I could even see myself involved in my neighborhood as someone who
 really wants to help, but not under false pretenses. Thanks for returning my call so quickly!
Jeff Choquette
10949 Abbott Ave So.
952-380-7779

On Feb 17, 2015 9:05 AM, "Gates, Jim" <jgates@bloomingtonmn.gov> wrote:

Jeff,

Here is the Hauler summary and the histogram we discussed this morning.

Thanks.

 

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov
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From: Gates, Jim

To: "PETER W HANSON"

Subject: RE: Input to waste hauler decision

Date: Tuesday, February 17, 2015 4:16:58 PM

Ms. Hanson,

Thanks for the suggestions.  We have considered your suggestions.  We presently have 5 districts for

 haulers, one day per work day each week.  We may split those districts into various sizes and limit

 the number of districts any particular hauler could bid on.  This would be an effort to keep all the

 existing licensed haulers in business, so we allow the smaller haulers to bid on the smaller districts,

 and stay in business.

 

We have requested every week pick-up of recyclables, but at a higher cost since the recycling trucks

 would go the same trash route each week, rather than every other week.  The preference is to

 supply 2 recycling carts and pick those up every other week like what happens currently. 

 

We thought about trash every other week, except for the odors, vermin, and other factors, it could

 possibly work.  Maybe after organics recycling is implemented, the idea could be revisited.

 

Contact me anytime.

 

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov

 

 

From: PETER W HANSON [mailto:pwshanson@msn.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 12, 2015 8:06 PM
To: Organized Collection
Subject: Input to waste hauler decision

 

Hello-

I can certainly understand why the City would want to reduce the number of garbage trucks

 crisscrossing the city.

 

However, limiting the option of residents to one hauler has some drawbacks that others may

 have mentioned already.

 

The best price is not always the best service. I have changed garbage service because of

 garbage bins being left in the middle of the driveway and/or debris around the containers.

 What recourse would there be if we were limited to one hauler?  I would rather pay a bit

 more for good service. 
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I also prefer a local business over one of the nationwide chains.

 

Has any thought been given to having a choice between two or three services, with at least

 one of them locally owned?

 

Are different services being considered- like pickup of recycling every week?  The recycling bin

 ends up being much more full than the garbage. Or perhaps a larger recycling container with

 service for both recycling and garbage every other week?

 

These are just a few suggestions I hope you will consider.

 

Regards-

Dorothy Hanson

2316 W. 110th St.

Bloomington, MN 55431

 

 





















































From: Clawson, Barbara

To: Gates, Jim; Moore, Lynn

Cc: Dargan, Denise

Subject: Organized Collection Comment

Date: Wednesday, February 25, 2015 1:17:41 PM

Phil Remarcik

9900 Abbott Ave. So.

 

He has Waste Management.  He doesn’t recycle so he’d like that removed from his bill.  He is

 opposed to organized collection because he said the City has more important things to do than have

 its employees picking up trash.  I explained it wouldn’t be City employees picking it up if organized

 collection is pursued.  He said he’s still opposed to it.

 

Thanks!

 

Barb Clawson

Mayor’s Assistant/Council Secretary

1800 W. Old Shakopee Road

Bloomington, MN  55431

952-563-8786

bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov
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From: Tom Kamp

To: Info@haulersforchoice.com

Cc: Gates, Jim; Baloga, Jack; Winstead, Gene; Busse, Tim; Abrams, Cynthia; Lowman, Dwayne; Carlson, Andrew;
 Oleson, Jon; Nancy Maxfield-wilson; Anderson Connie; George Gagnon; Laura DePoint; Joel Kamp; David Wilson

Subject: Trash Hauling in Bloomington

Date: Wednesday, February 25, 2015 9:23:22 PM

Dear Sir/Madam:

We received your postcard which voices opposition to the City of Bloomington's efforts to consolidate trash

 collection within neighborhoods to a single vendor.  Our family and our neighborhood are supporters of the effort to

 consolidate vendors and believe that this effort could be a win/win for all parties involved including the City, its

 residents, and the trash haulers.  

As homeowners, we strongly desire a program to reduce the number of trash haulers rumbling through the

 City of Bloomington and its neighborhoods every week.  Prior to consolidating vendors in our

 neighborhood, we had as many as 27 trucks from 9 different vendors rumbling (sometimes at relatively

 high speeds and always with significant noise) through our neighborhood on Fridays.  Limiting the number

 of trash haulers will reduce noise, wear and tear on our streets, dust and debris, energy costs, and the

 danger of a truck hitting a car, pedestrian, child, pet, or wildlife.  Furthermore, the trash haulers should be

 supportive as well since your costs will be minimized as you can reduce the manpower, collection time,

 and fuel costs of collecting trash by having 100% customer penetration of individual neighborhoods rather

 than having a route spread out across the city.  We believe that these savings should be split between the

 homeowners and the trash haulers resulting in greater profitability for the haulers and savings for

 homeowners.  

We hope that you and the other trash haulers will agree and support this program.  
 

Warm regards,

Tom Kamp
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From: Gates, Jim

To: "planbfacs@comcast.net"

Cc: Keel, Karl; Dargan, Denise; Colclasure, James

Subject: RE: organized trash collection

Date: Wednesday, February 25, 2015 9:26:56 AM

Ms. Hoppe,

Thank you for your comments regarding the possibility of organized collection being implemented in

 Bloomington,  There is a webpage set up to keep track of the most recent activity regarding

 organized collection at:

 http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm . 

 

Your comments will be logged/tallied for the City Council for their use.

 

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov

 

 

From: William Hoppe [mailto:planbfacs@comcast.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 24, 2015 7:51 PM
To: City-Council
Subject: organized trash collection

 

To the City Council of Bloomington,
 

I have voiced my opinion in the past both to this Council and also in the Sun

 Current newspaper.  I am adamantly opposed to going to an organized/socialized

 trash collection system.  

After research on this issue, I am very disappointed in the process, the cost and the

 things that are being hidden from the people of Bloomington.  The cost of the

 consultants Foth/Krivit is exorbitant especially when they recommend keeping

 things out of print so the people of Bloomington aren't aware of what is going on. I

 know they have already billed $100k and there is an anticipated additional $150K.

  Plus the fact that the consultants are opposed to individual haulers even before

 they started researching this.  

 Upon hearing that Bloomington is planning on hiring a Waste Management

 Manager at a salary of $100K with no way of paying for this, makes me even more

 against this.   The Council is wasting the taxpayers money and I

 propose that this issue be removed from the table before any

 more of the city's money(my tax dollars) is expended on this

 when there are lots of more important things that could benefit
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 from the monies that are being spent in such a frivolous

 manner.    It has already cost the city too much in time and

 money.  There has been a relatively small turnout for your

 open houses on this because they weren't publicized enough to

 let the people even be aware of them  and because of the dates

 that were chosen.  

This country is based on the free market and I don't want to see

 the smaller entrepreneur driven out of business.  I also know

 that the cost will be way more than the amount that I have

 negotiated with my waste hauler (I have seen your estimated

 fee charts) and my service is excellent because I can change

 haulers whenever I am unhappy with how they handle my

 business.  There is no proof from past studies of other cities

 that the garbage trucks cause more road repairs.  If this were

 the case, then there wouldn't be so many heavy school buses

 driving all over Bloomington.  More children would be

 walking to school.  

Again, leave the trash hauling choices  up to each personal

 family.  We can handle it.
 

Sincerely,
 

Joyce Hoppe

8208 5th Ave. So.

Bloomington, MN 55420

952-884-3527



From: Clawson, Barbara

To: Gates, Jim; Moore, Lynn

Cc: Dargan, Denise

Subject: FW: Organized Collection update: February 25, 2015

Date: Wednesday, February 25, 2015 4:02:51 PM

Another comment.

 

Thanks!

 

Barb Clawson

Mayor’s Assistant/Council Secretary

1800 W. Old Shakopee Road

Bloomington, MN  55431

952-563-8786

bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov

 

From: William Schlemmer [mailto:wschlemmer@aol.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 25, 2015 3:31 PM
To: bloomington@service.govdelivery.com; City Manager; Winstead, Gene; City-Council
Cc: kmschlemmer1@aol.com
Subject: Re: Organized Collection update: February 25, 2015

 
When will you start listening, this is a very bad idea!!!

William Schlemmer
 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: City of Bloomington <bloomington@service.govdelivery.com>
To: wschlemmer <wschlemmer@aol.com>
Sent: Wed, Feb 25, 2015 2:41 pm
Subject: Organized Collection update: February 25, 2015

E-Subscribe Alert
The second meeting of the Organized Collection Options Committee (OCOC) was held on February 23,
 2015, in the Haeg Conference Room at the Bloomington Civic Plaza. All members of the OCOC attended
 the meeting. The committee approved the minutes of meeting no. 1, which are provided below. The meeting
 discussion documents are also provided below.

2015-02-10 OCOC meeting no. 1 approved minutes

Public input opportunities

PowerPoint slides for discussion at OCOC meeting no. 2 (saved as PDF)
 
 

Follow us online:      Facebook       Twitter       YouTube    

Update preferences or unsubscribe here: Subscriber Preferences Page. 
Use your e-mail address to log in.
Report problems to subscriberhelp@govdelivery.com. 
Send general inquiries to information@bloomingtonmn.gov.
This service is provided to you at no charge by the City of Bloomington.
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From: Clawson, Barbara

To: Gates, Jim; Moore, Lynn

Cc: Dargan, Denise

Subject: FW: trash collection

Date: Thursday, February 26, 2015 7:58:18 AM

Comment for your file.

 

Barb Clawson

Mayor’s Assistant/Council Secretary

1800 W. Old Shakopee Road

Bloomington, MN  55431

952-563-8786

bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov

 

From: cwbnab@aol.com [mailto:cwbnab@aol.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 25, 2015 8:26 PM
To: City-Council
Subject: trash collection

 
I received a card in the mail today regarding the issue of "Keeping the city out of your trash".
I agree with that, HOWEVER, where I live on a short street in Bloomington, on our scheduled
pick up day we have at least five different company's trucks going up and down the street.
They go by one way and then go back the other way.  Some times they meet at an intersection 
and try to decide who has the right-of-way and block the intersection.  That is alot of heavy 
equipment and noise on our short street.
I am sure you know about the mailer that I received.  The issue that surprises me is the amount
of money the City of Bloomington has spent and the addtional amount that may be spend to
process the decision.  I am in favor of only considering only the local companies.
Sincerely,
Cliff Best

mailto:/O=COB ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=BARB CLAWSON
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From: Clawson, Barbara

To: Gates, Jim; Moore, Lynn

Cc: Dargan, Denise

Subject: FW: Trash Collection

Date: Thursday, February 26, 2015 7:48:25 AM

A comment for your file.

Thanks!

Barb Clawson

Mayor’s Assistant/Council Secretary

1800 W. Old Shakopee Road

Bloomington, MN  55431

952-563-8786

bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov

-----Original Message-----

From: Diana Herman [mailto:dianadherman@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, February 25, 2015 6:19 PM

To: City-Council

Subject: Trash Collection

Hi,

    I’m writing to voice my concern with your deciding my trash carrier for me. I am pleased with my service, done

 research on my own & am happy with my decision. Please stay out of my personal choices.

                     Diana Herman

                     8769 Walton Oaks Drive
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From: Clawson, Barbara

To: Gates, Jim; Moore, Lynn

Cc: Dargan, Denise

Subject: FW: Government takeover of trash collection

Date: Thursday, February 26, 2015 10:01:55 AM

A comment.

 

Thanks!

 

Barb Clawson

Mayor’s Assistant/Council Secretary

1800 W. Old Shakopee Road

Bloomington, MN  55431

952-563-8786

bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov

 

From: Jeanne Benick [mailto:jbenick@pcscontrols.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 26, 2015 9:58 AM
To: City-Council
Subject: Government takeover of trash collection

 

Hello:

Are you serious????  One trash company in Bloomington??

 

Another hit for the middle class. 

 

Way to go !!!!!

 

Will not be voting for Mayor Winstead and will start the planning process on moving out of

 Bloomington.

 

Middle class and fed up with GOVERNMENT taking my money and taking away my CHOICE to choose

 the best economic choice for me!!!!!!!  Waste Management has terrible customer service and they

 bully people!!!

 

Jeanne Benick
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From: Paige Rohman

To: Gates, Jim

Subject: Organized collection -- thanks

Date: Thursday, February 26, 2015 9:40:14 AM

Jim,

I recall your inquiry a few months back about invoices, as research for organized collection.  I
 see the haulers are getting itchy now, and I wanted to send along a note letting you know that
 there are citizens who say YES please bring on organized collection!

Saw the haulers' first proposal in the council docket a few meetings ago.... what a joke!  When
 we lived in Minneapolis, we got far broader service for a lower price -- and I'm pretty sure
 their employees are unionized too.  So keep up the good work!

Paige Rohman
8508 Zenith Circle South
952-856-0528

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Paige Rohman <mail@paigerohman.com>
Date: Thu, Feb 26, 2015 at 9:33 AM
Subject: City trash "takeover"
To: info@haulersforchoice.com

Got your hilarious flyer in the mail yesterday.  After we stopped laughing, we wanted to
 contact your organization, but of course only an email address is available.  We have actually
 been following this process as it has gone through the city council and so consider ourselves
 fairly well educated on the topic.  A few questions I am hoping you can answer:

1. City collection will take away choice of hauler and price.  I read the City Council docket,
 and the haulers' proposal to the city was higher in price than Minneapolis -- and for a
 narrower scope of services.  Heck, it was even higher than the price most citizens are already
 paying their private haulers in Bloomington.  How is this possible?

2. Local, family-owned haulers.  According to the city website we have seven haulers we can
 choose from.  Only one of them is a local, family-owned hauler.  Are there others who have
 recently relocated their business to Bloomington, or is this just language that was thrown in
 there to get folks worked up?

3. City has spent $100,000 on this topic.  When making a big decision like this, I sure hope my
 city council would do the research and get it right.  I suspect the reason they may need to
 spend up to $150,000 more is because the haulers are standing in the way of efficiency and
 change, as well as offering proposed rates that seek to fleece residents and line the haulers'
 pockets.  Are you aware of ways your group could be more cooperative and minimize this
 cost?

Thanks for providing the list of phone numbers and email addresses.  We wrote each of them

mailto:mail@paigerohman.com
mailto:jgates@BloomingtonMN.gov
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 as soon as we saw the flyers, and let them know that we are 100% behind organized
 collection!

Paige Rohman
Bloomington MN



From: Paige Rohman

To: Gates, Jim

Subject: Re: Organized collection -- thanks

Date: Thursday, February 26, 2015 11:21:53 AM

Not a problem.  I'm sure you've got a lot of considerations as you're moving through the
 negotiations, but in looking at the 02/15 haulers proposal, their yard waste fees are still way
 too high compared to other cities and bring the total per month to nearly $27.  I suppose that's
 where they're hiding their profit in order to drive the other costs down.

Also, I know this isn't what they're talking about right now, but I'd love to see us go to a
 program of some sort where we could either use a certain number of vouchers per year at a
 transfer station or else have the haulers pick up a broader range of items curbside during
 regular weekly pickup.  The once-a-year citywide cleanup works, but it's easier to just be rid
 of stuff as it needs to be taken out.  And I have to imagine it would be cheaper in the long run
 to do it throughout the year.

Keep up the good work!

On Thu, Feb 26, 2015 at 10:08 AM, Gates, Jim <jgates@bloomingtonmn.gov> wrote:

Thanks Paige for your comments sent to the haulers.  The postcard sent this week has ruffled

 many feathers in the city.

 

Much appreciate your kind comments!  Don’t see those very often.

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov

 

 

 

From: Paige Rohman [mailto:mail@paigerohman.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 26, 2015 9:40 AM
To: Gates, Jim
Subject: Organized collection -- thanks

 

Jim,

mailto:mail@paigerohman.com
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I recall your inquiry a few months back about invoices, as research for organized collection. 
 I see the haulers are getting itchy now, and I wanted to send along a note letting you know
 that there are citizens who say YES please bring on organized collection!

 

Saw the haulers' first proposal in the council docket a few meetings ago.... what a joke! 
 When we lived in Minneapolis, we got far broader service for a lower price -- and I'm pretty
 sure their employees are unionized too.  So keep up the good work!

 

Paige Rohman

8508 Zenith Circle South

952-856-0528

 

 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Paige Rohman <mail@paigerohman.com>
Date: Thu, Feb 26, 2015 at 9:33 AM
Subject: City trash "takeover"
To: info@haulersforchoice.com

Got your hilarious flyer in the mail yesterday.  After we stopped laughing, we wanted to
 contact your organization, but of course only an email address is available.  We have
 actually been following this process as it has gone through the city council and so consider
 ourselves fairly well educated on the topic.  A few questions I am hoping you can answer:

 

1. City collection will take away choice of hauler and price.  I read the City Council docket,
 and the haulers' proposal to the city was higher in price than Minneapolis -- and for a
 narrower scope of services.  Heck, it was even higher than the price most citizens are
 already paying their private haulers in Bloomington.  How is this possible?

 

2. Local, family-owned haulers.  According to the city website we have seven haulers we
 can choose from.  Only one of them is a local, family-owned hauler.  Are there others who
 have recently relocated their business to Bloomington, or is this just language that was
 thrown in there to get folks worked up?

 

tel:952-856-0528
mailto:mail@paigerohman.com
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3. City has spent $100,000 on this topic.  When making a big decision like this, I sure hope
 my city council would do the research and get it right.  I suspect the reason they may need
 to spend up to $150,000 more is because the haulers are standing in the way of efficiency
 and change, as well as offering proposed rates that seek to fleece residents and line the
 haulers' pockets.  Are you aware of ways your group could be more cooperative and
 minimize this cost?

 

Thanks for providing the list of phone numbers and email addresses.  We wrote each of
 them as soon as we saw the flyers, and let them know that we are 100% behind organized
 collection!

 

Paige Rohman

Bloomington MN

 

















From: Clawson, Barbara

To: Gates, Jim; Moore, Lynn

Cc: Dargan, Denise

Subject: FW: No to Government Garbage

Date: Thursday, February 26, 2015 9:04:15 AM

Another comment.

 

Barb Clawson

Mayor’s Assistant/Council Secretary

1800 W. Old Shakopee Road

Bloomington, MN  55431

952-563-8786

bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov

 

From: Tanya Owen [mailto:owent77@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 26, 2015 8:51 AM
To: City-Council
Subject: No to Government Garbage

 
More government means less choice for citizens.
 
Let us, the people you represent, chose our own haulers!
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Phone calls with returns by Jim Gates 
 

2-23-2015 M. Heggestad  952-881-5990 

 Does not want to lose her hauler and the ability to choose trash collection. 

 

2-23-2015 V.L. South  952-888-3134 

 Likes her hauler. Does not like city intervention in the choice of trash hauler. 

 

2-23-2015 Cell Phone  612-759-5540 

 Name not given. Cherishes the independent ability to contract with hauler of his choice. 

Stated: “Are we going to limit deliveries to FedEx only and eliminate UPS, and others for delivery in 

Bloomington?” Quite upset with city intervention. 

 

2-23-2015 Joel Jameson  612-423-1574 

 Works for Medtronic out of his home. Against Organized Collection. Wants to know staff 

costs/time spent, told him Foth costs to date. Truck traffic is a non-issue for PMP. Want more public 

input or a revision to the charter for a vote by the public. Discussed we work for the city council as 

well as for the City residents. Wanted to be able to contact City Manager, said that is his 

prerogative, wants to contact City Council as well. Said school buses are louder, and daily.  

Discussed the “we pay your salary” component, and “technically you work for us.”  Thanked him for 

his commnts and that the summary of the phone call will be passed on to the City Council, 32 

minutes later. 

 

2-24-2015 Judy Gustufson  612-743-8208 

 Wanted an update on Organized Collection. Encouraged to view the Organized Collection 

webpage and contact folks via e-mail. 

 

2-25-2015 M. Fisher  952-884-9639 

 Long conversation about recycling and trash. Anything from dandelions to dead pets. Just 

wanted to talk. 

 

2-25-2015 McShane Wilson 952-851-5780 

 Upset about postcard information. Spending $100k to date with another $150k to follow. 

“Money could be spent better on Bloomington horrible road conditions. Our roads are a mess.” 

Accepted the call and said it would be passed on to City Council. 

 

2-25-2015 Gail Parks  952-888-9987 

 Very upset about the city taking away their right-of-choice for trash collection. Told her the 

intent of the organized collection system and that comments will be passed on to City Council. 

 

2-25-2015 Karen Roonblaud 952-831-6833 

 Wants to keep Waste Management as her hauler. “Best service in the world at the best 

price in the world.” Does not have a computer – after discussing Organized Collection webpage. She 

lives at 10216 Zenith Lane. 

 



2-25-2015 Robin Baumann  952-941-4335 

 “Horrible, horrible, horrible idea. Price will go up with the elimination of competition. Can’t 

you see that.” Very upset. Stated comments would be passed on to City Council. 

 

2-25-2015 Charlet Withham 952-831-5445 

 Wants to pick her hauler and keep her right-to-choose haulers. Stated comments will be 

forwarded to the City Council. 

 

2-26-2015 Cell Phone – Elderly lady 612-799-9659 

 Does not like city forcing smaller haulers out of business. Likes Burts service. They bring her 

carts to the curb so they can be dumped since she cannot do it herself. Told her comments will be 

sent to City Council. 

 

2-26-2015 V Nelson   952-881-8586 

 “I’ve got a private hauler that I’m happy with. Leave the garbage alone!!!” (Very upset) Told 

her comments will be sent to City Council. 

 

2-26-2015 Forre Slater Jr.   952-332-7580 

 “Why does Government want to grow?” “What ain’t broke, don’t fix it.” No complaints 

about trash truck traffic in his 36 years in Bloomington. “Stay out of trash collection mandate.” Told 

him comments will be sent to the City Council. 

 

2-26-2015 Mary Jo Houlding  952-831-6007 

 Vocal about activity that affects citizens uses Waste management’s capacity to be green. 

Wasting gas, too many trucks. Likes Organized Collection. All for it, just wants it to happen. Told her 

comments will be sent to City Council. 

 

2-26-2015 Charlett Withoun                 Cell  952-250-8770 

 No computer. Don’t want to lose Burt’s. Best ever. Considerate accommodating, Wish city 

would leave it alone. Told her comments will be sent to City Council. 

 

2-26-2015 Brenda Matheson  612-327-2232 

 Left Message. No return call yet. 

 

2-26-2015 Paul Koch   952-881-2582 

 Wants to be involved in the Organized Collection. Supports activity, more public 

involvement. Told them about public input opportunities and the webpage. Stated comments will 

be passed on to City Council. 

 

2-27-2015 Robert Disse   952-435-2575 

 New resident on Lyndale Bluffs Curve. Told him the background of Organized Collection and 

where we are now. Wants to come to public meetings. Told him about OCOC meeting Monday 

March 2, 2015. Did not like the postcard received from Haulers for Choice. Told him comments will 

be passed on to City Council. 

 

 



2-27-2015 Elderly lady, did not give name.  952-854-6582 

 Said we have had same hauler since 1965. Very happy with hauler. Does not want to 

change, and the city should not dictate who she picks for hauler, wants her choice. Told her 

comments will be sent to City Council. 

 

2-27-15 Rosann Olson   952-940-8608 

 She was concerned about if and when any organized collection system might start.  I told 

her probably in 2016.  She was going to pay her hauler for the 6-months request. 





From: Roger and Marie Wilson

To: Gates, Jim

Subject: [SPOOFED DOMAIN] RE: [SPOOFED DOMAIN] Organized Garbage Collection

Date: Saturday, February 28, 2015 9:19:31 PM

Mr. Gates,

 

Thank you for taking the time  to address my concerns.  I will follow the progress of this proposal in

 the weeks ahead.  You mentioned that yard waste would probably be a cart, and a per bag fee.  That

 sounds like it could get expensive when I trim bushes, or in the fall - when we have many bags of

 leaves.  I prefer a carrier that does not require a yard waste cart – because I don’t really want to

 store another cart.  Again, this comes down to my preference for selecting my own carrier who will

 give me service that matches my personal situation.

 

Thanks again for your response.  I appreciate it.

 

Roger Wilson

 

From: Gates, Jim [mailto:jgates@BloomingtonMN.gov] 
Sent: Friday, February 27, 2015 9:33 AM
To: 'Roger and Marie Wilson'
Subject: RE: [SPOOFED DOMAIN] Organized Garbage Collection

 

Roger and Marie Wilson,

 

Thank you for your e-mail regarding the potential for organized collection in Bloomington.  It will be

 shared with the City Council.

 

In early 2014, the City completed a Draft Solid Waste Management Plan.  This planning effort, which

 included a great deal of public input, reviewed a wide range of solid waste issues faced by

 Bloomington including the advantages and disadvantages of organized collection. 

 

In October of 2014, the City Council voted to begin the formal process to consider organized

 collection of trash and recyclables for residential properties.  This formal process follows State

 Statute and begins with negotiations with the seven haulers that currently serve Bloomington. 

 While significant progress has been made in these negotiations, we have not reached an agreement

 that is acceptable to both the Haulers and the City and negotiations continue.  On January 26th of

 this year, the City Council voted to start the next step toward organized collection – the formation

 of an Organized Collection Options Committee (OCOC).  The OCOC is charged with developing a

 report to the City Council that outlines and recommends options for organized collection.  Up to

 date information regarding organized collection, the process and rationale developed to date and

 the activities of the OCOC can be found on the City’s website (www.bloomingtonmn.gov) by

 searching on the key words “organized collection”.

 

Last fall the City Council did approve a new staff position to be used to coordinate solid waste

 activities in the City.  Anticipated duties of this new positon include the development and delivery of
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 educational materials to promote sound solid waste management practices and administrative

 duties associated with organized collection if the Council decides to implement it.  The position is

 funded in part by unspent solid waste utility funds from another unfilled position.  While authorized,

 this position has not yet been filled.  

 

Residential properties in Bloomington currently spend over $8 million per year for solid waste

 services.  Based on the rates paid in other communities, this amount has the potential to be

 reduced as much as 50% under an organized collection system.  Currently, Bloomington residents

 pay a very wide range of rates for collection services.  While some would likely see increased rates,

 the majority of residents would likely see a significant decrease in their garbage bill with organized

 collection.

 

Again, thank you for your input.  It is very valuable to the City Council as they consider this important

 community issue.

 

Responses below are tentative at best, since there are a number of steps yet to complete before any

 implementation of an alternative to the present open collectin system now inplace in the city.

 

Responses are in red.

 

Thanks.

 

Contact me anytime.

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov

 

 

 

 

 

From: Roger and Marie Wilson [mailto:rmwilson1979@comcast.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 24, 2015 11:59 PM
To: Organized Collection
Subject: [SPOOFED DOMAIN] Organized Garbage Collection

 

Mr. Gates,

 

I am writing with regard to the proposed organized collection of garbage in Bloomington.  While the

 idea of having only trucks from one company driving down my street is appealing, I have several

 concerns.  Other than the effect of having fewer trucks on our streets, I don’t see any other

 advantages of a new plan.  I have been satisfied with the current system.  Here are some of my

 concerns:

 

mailto:jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov
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1)      I currently pay about $33 per month for service with unlimited yard waste included.  My

 carrier, Aspen, has been very reliable and I am happy with the service.  What is my

 assurance that the city will negotiate a comparable rate? Can’t be stated at this. 

 Negotiations with the licensed haulers are still open.

2)      What is my recourse if I am not happy with the service of my ‘assigned carrier’? 

 Bloomington does not have an agreement inplace to react to the question. Currently I can

 just pick up the phone and call another service.

3)      I currently have unlimited yard waste included – will the city also negotiate this service into

 our rates?  Again no contract to discuss, yard waste is included in the hauler proposal, by

 cart, with additional bags at a per bag price

4)      Will recycling be included in the garbage fee, or will that be an additional fee?  Recycling will

 be included as one of the basic per household cost.  The haulers have been requeste to

 address trash, recycling, yard waste, organics and bulky items in their proposals.

5)      According to the city newsletter, the city hopes to include the carriers currently licensed in

 the city for the new program.  One of these carriers in particular – does a very poor job on

 our street.  ‘The Garbage Man’ often doesn’t pick up the garbage on our street until 7pm or

 8pm on Friday night.  I don’t have this carrier, but have to ‘watch out’ for their trucks

 coming in late Friday – often after dark.  What if I am assigned to this carrier, who has

 already proven to have a poor service record in my neighborhood?  Presently the 7 licensed

 haulers are looking to form a consortium which would be responsible for group

 enforcement for the group, so if one hauler was not performing, the consortium would have

 to step in.

6)      I currently have a choice of several sizes of trash cans, and the rates are less for a smaller

 can.  Will this type of choice be available with a new system?  The haulers have been

 requested to include prices for small (about 30-gallon), medium (about 60-gallon), and large

 (about 90-gallon) cart sizes for unit prices.

7)      I understand that organic recycling is also being considered – and a fee would be included in

 everyone’s bill.  I have no intention of recycling organic waste, and certainly don’t want to

 be charged for a service that I won’t use.  The organic discussion is continuing here in

 Bloomington and across Hennepin County.  It could be an opt-in option for the public, but

 has not been decided yet.

8)      I understand that it has been proposed that residents who are delinquent on their garbage

 collection bills might have the amount added to their city tax bill.  Is that correct? There is

 the possibility that the city may be able to assess folks that are delinquent in payment for

 solid waste collection that would similar sewer and water delinquent accounts, but that

 item is also under discussion at this time While this item is not a big concern to me, because

 I pay my bills, I still think the idea is a poor one.

9)      Will there be a public hearing on the proposed garbage collection plan?  Yes, there will be

 advertised open houses, and a minimum of one public hearing prior to any implementation

 of any revised system for solid waste collection.

 

All in all, I think the disadvantages of the new system outweigh the advantages.  I prefer to have the

 freedom to choose the carrier that I want.  I don’t think we need the city handling something that

 homeowners are capable of handling themselves.  I would appreciate your comments on this

 matter.



 

Thank you,

 

Roger Wilson

9709 Colorado Road

Bloomington, MN 55438

952-835-0301

 























From: Clawson, Barbara

To: City-Council

Cc: Gates, Jim; Moore, Lynn; Dargan, Denise

Subject: Organized collection voicemail - Opposed

Date: Monday, March 02, 2015 1:48:50 PM

Dear Council,

 

Frank Meyer

9625 14th Ave. So.

952-888-5285

 

He is opposed to it.  He fears if there is only one or two haulers for the entire city, they’ll charge

 whatever they want.

 

Thanks!

 

Barb Clawson

Mayor’s Assistant/Council Secretary

1800 W. Old Shakopee Road

Bloomington, MN  55431

952-563-8786

bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov
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3/2/2015 
 
 
 
To: City of Bloomington City Council Members 
 Cc:  Jim Gates 
 
From: Sybil Mc Millan 
 8225 – 3rd Ave S 
 Bloomington, MN 55420 
 
Subject: Garbage Pick-up Change from Private Companies to City Controlled 
 
 
 
Dear Council Members: 
 
I am totally against the City taking over and controlling who picks up my garbage and 
recycling.  I have dealt with Waste Management (a very large company), who is not 
locally based (based in Wisconsin).  The company is so big it treats its customers poorly 
if they fall behind one payment.  A customer falls behind for different reasons. Mine 
were due to sewer issues when I first bought my house four years ago and didn’t have 
money then to pay the garbage bill.  They didn’t care…it appeared that their billing 
system was so computerized that it automatically generated a bill and if your bill is not 
paid in a timely manner…too bad, you garbage / recycling is left on the curb. 
 
My concern is that my trash won’t be picked up if I can’t pay the bill on time.  I currently 
have Burt’s (LOCAL) pick up my garbage and recycling and they have been most 
accompanying when I have had an issue with my pick-up for what-ever reason (more 
recently, I had major surgery and they work with me to pay my bill).  I would hate to lose 
that. 
 
I would also hate to see so many people be put out of business in the private sector  
due to the City wanting to take control.  I like the company I have hauling my garbage 
and recycling, I feel they are most comparable in price with other private companies.  
BURT’S IS VERY NICE TO WORK WITH.  PLEASE DON’T CHANGE A GOOD THING! 
 
Thank you for listening. 
Sybil Mc Millan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
H: Bloomington Garbage Pick-up 









From: Gates, Jim

To: "dalebob107@msn.com"

Cc: Verbrugge, Jamie; Smith, Deb

Subject: RE: Trash compromise - the "Zenith Compromise"

Date: Tuesday, March 03, 2015 12:21:19 PM

Dale Guse,

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Yours

 comments will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the

 organized collection webpage at:

 http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further

 information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity.

 

The structure of a possible Request for Proposals is being developed at the present time.  The

 idea will be first discussed at the Organized Collection Options Committee first for

 consideration for incorporation into an organized collection Request for Proposals.

 

Thanks for your suggestion.

 

Contact me anytime.

 

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov

 

 

 

From: dalebob107@msn.com [mailto:dalebob107@msn.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 03, 2015 10:03 AM
To: City Manager; Winstead, Gene
Subject: Trash compromise - the "Zenith Compromise"

 

 Jamie Verbrugge,

 

Keep the hauler competition and free market in Bloomington.

 

1. Let them compete for exclusive recycling hauling. That reduces 6 trucks.

 

2. Let them compete for exclusive yard waste hauling.  Down 6 more trucks.

 

3. Those obtaining the Recycling and the Yard waste deals could be eliminated from regular

 hauling.  That takes 2 more trucks out.
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o - Max trucks on any street is now 7 instead of 21.

o - City does not have added management burden.

o - Free market competition continues to obtain best cost and result.

 

 

Dale Guse 3116 W. 86th St.

Cell phone 952-715-0508

















March 3, 2015 
7700 99th Street West  
Bloomington, MN 55438 
 
Mayor Gene Winstead and City of Bloomington Council Members: 
 
We have been home-owner residents of Bloomington for more that 29 years.  We built our 
home on a quiet cul-de-sac, but over the last 15 years or more we have been progressively 
more disturbed by the noise, safety issues and potential street damage that multiple trash 
haulers have brought to our neighborhood.  Currently, we have four companies servicing 
this neighborhood of 21 homes situated on three cul-de-sacs which are accessed by one 
street, Virginia Avenue.  On recycling days 8 separate trucks drive in, pick up trash, then 
drive back out.  Seasonally, there are 4 additional trucks for brush pick-up. 
 
We continue to see new trash hauling companies servicing homes just outside our 
neighborhood and hope there won't be any new accounts in our midst.  We don't want to 
see any more colors in the rainbow of trashcan colors--green, blue, brown and red.   
 
Repair was done on 99th Street West in 2005.  It began in a typical way but the project 
became more complex when, as reported by the street crew, there was heavy, wet clay 
below the surface requiring deep excavation and installation of a barrier lining.  Work 
completion took longer and must have cost a great deal more for repair.  This cost, of 
course, was passed on to residents.   We took photos of this project and often wondered 
about the effect of heavy trucks driving in, turning in the circle then driving out again.  In 
addition to preserving the structural integrity of our roadways, we also believe in fuel 
conservation, clean air principles and safety for the children who play in the quiet cul-de-
sacs during school vacations.   
 
In 2008, we organized a neighborhood coalition for trash hauling.  We surveyed 26 
neighbors and reached an agreement based on cost and service.  Twenty-one homes, in 2 
cul-de-sacs, signed on.  Two residents had contracts with a different hauler and would have 
been penalized for switching, two refused to leave their current hauler and two did not want 
to join any group.  The 77% who joined the coalition agreed that the conservation issues 
were important.  They also received Waste Management Corporation's lower "coalition rate" 
which has remained lower for many years.  After 7 years, our rate continues to be lower than 
the rate we paid prior to the coalition formation.  Using a rate comparison, we are getting 
one free month every quarter. 
 
We believe that the freedom to choose one's own hauler is trumped by the common sense 
to conserve fuel, protect street surface and substrate, reduce air and noise pollution and 
create safer street conditions.  We believe that lower service rates can exist when the 
inefficiency of multiple haulers skipping many homes to service a few on any street is 
eliminated.  We want to see an end to haulers fishing for new customers with unsustainable, 
temporary low rates.   
 
We appreciate your consideration of an organized collection plan.  We believe our 
experience shows that a majority of citizens agree with a waste consolidation program.  We 
ask you to vote in favor of the organized collection plan for the City of Bloomington. 
 
Sincerely, 
Paul and Joyce Ryder 



 
 
 





















 

 
March 10, 2015 
 
Floyd Olson  
10213 Johnson Circle 
Bloomington, MN 55437 
 
 
Re:  Hauler unit prices – Negotiated vs Competitive 
 
 
Dear Floyd, 
 
Discussed the hauler prices with Licensing yesterday.  After talking to them the person 
completing the hauler licenses has not received individual hauler prices in the 12 years of 
licensing haulers. 
 
Attached are the averages of the cities for both competitive (RFP) and negotiated cities and the 
tables used to come up with the averages. 
 
The haulers have submitted a number of hauler’s proposals, so use the summary sheet for Feb. 5, 
2015.  The hauler proposal is $7.52 below the average of what Bloomington households are 
paying now, but that is based on the results of about 300 households that voluntarily submitted 
their hauler invoices.  It is far from the 26000 households in the city, but all seven licensed 
residential haulers were represented in the 300 household survey. 
 
Let us know if there are questions or comments on the information.  Organized collection is a 
complicated issue for the city. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jim Gates 
Deputy Director of Public Works 
952-563-8730 
jgates@BloomingtonMN.gov 
 
JG:cr 
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Phone Calls with Returns by Jim Gates 
 

2-27-15    Purikh Nayana   952-851-9062 

 Wanted to know what’s going on with Organized Collection after the “haulers for choice” 

postcard. She thought it was going to happen in 2015. I told her it is doubtful to be in 2015. Told her to 

go to the webpage to become familiar with the activity. Difficult to communicate with. 

 

2-27-15    Alex & Dixie Vella  952-641-1341 

 8600 Lakeview. Overdue to go to a single hauler Collection system. Whole bunch of folks in their 

area that are in support of the Organized Collection. Told her about opportunities to provide public 

input via the use of the Organized Collection webpage. Council decision on Organized Collection may be 

late summer.  Told her comments will be logged and  sent to the City Council. 

 

3-2-15    Carol Young   952-346-0352 

 11432 Vessey Circle 

 Against City going organized trash Collection. She is homebound and does not want trash 

collection to change. Left voicemail telling her that her message will be logged and sent to the City 

Council. 

 

3-2-15    Elizabeth Tschida  952-831-5158 

 Just a question: Hauler charging $220 for yard waste for next year. Got the issue resolved with 

her hauler. 

 

3-2-15    David Tharaldson  952-715-0358 

 Monday 11am. Townhome’s/ condo’s questions. Not in favor of Organized Collection. Takes 

care of condo building and will not be affected with this portion of an Organized Collection program. 

Thanked him for his comments and told him the comments will be logged and sent to the City Council 

 

3-2-15    Pat Kulseth   952-943-2582 

 Concerned about 56 unit Townhome association. Discussed billing for Townhome Association: 

Bill for water individually, but association handles garbage. A unique scenario. Called her back and told 

her this would have to be worked out if Organized Collection did start in the City.  Said comments would 

be logged and sent to the City Council. 

 

3-3-15    Dave Callahan   952-835-9245 

 Discussed trash hauler opinions. Against Organized Collection. He lives in a 63 unit townhome 

group. His daughter has a Single family residential home/unit and she does not want Organized 

Collection either. Dave has TH association dues that include trash, so not directly affected now. Said his 

comments will be logged and sent to City Council for their use. 

 

3-3-15    Matthew Johnson  612-968-0472 

 Stated that he is AGAINST the implementation of Organized Collection in Bloomington. Told him 

I would log his comment and forward to the City Council for their future use. 

 

 

 

 



3-3-15    Sue (Last name not provided)    952-881-1721 

 Wanted to know price for organized collection. Told her Bloomington is still in process of the 

possibility of Organized Collection, so could not give her a price. Told her to use the webpage to stay up-

to-date. 

 

3-3-15    Paul Ryder   952-949-8990 

 Supports Organized Collection. Asked if there is anything he could do to move the support of 

Organized Collection forward. Told him about the public input opportunities on the Organized Collection 

webpage.  Told him his comments would be logged and sent to the City Council for their use. 

 

3-3-15    Greg Hanson   952-270-2430 

 Left a message. Have not received call back. 

 

3-3-15    Greg Hanson   952-270-2430 

 Annual yard waste question. Told him $125 is about what we have seen but couldn’t say yes or 

no to his question since it was between the resident and their hauler. If Organized Collection goes it 

would be late 2015 or probably spring 2016. Concerned about paying in advance. Told him his 

comments will be logged and sent to the City Council. 

 

 

3-4-15    Joel Jamison   612-423-1574 

 Left message. Attended OCOC meeting on 3-2-15. 

 

3-4-15    Dale Swanson   612-625-0787 

 Discussed: Customer service will not be as good as going to another hauler as they can now; 

Contractor choice turn-around explained liquidated damages are going to be possible for non-

performance (he came back with residents have to wait for contract to end to change haulers); Dale said 

just limit number of haulers by limiting existing number of licenses was a way to reduce trucks; What 

started Bloomington discussion – explained public comments from supporters of Organized Collection 

and letters to Council requesting a review; Told him a public hearing could occur this summer; Discussed 

a consortium of haulers could be used for  “enforcement” for the seven haulers. Wants to discuss issue 

with CM Carlson; He understands the concept but disagrees with the approach. Told him comments will 

be logged and sent to City Council. 

 

3-4-15    Renata Meloy   952-881-7160 

 Wants local hauler participation to be treated fairly and questioned whether to pay for 2015. 

Said Organized Collection is still being studied and there will be a public hearing before any 

implementation of a new org. collection program and probably not begin a new system until spring of 

2016 because of Minnesota winter. Told her comments will be logged and forwarded to the City Council. 

 

3-9-15    Joel Jamison   612-423-1574 

 Return call. Discussed the public input or lack thereof. Thinks this is a way for City Council to ram 

Organized Collection down the throats of the public without public input. Thought public hearing on July 

6th is worst week of the year for summer vacations etc. Discussed OCOC sponsored Open House on April 

9 either in Civic Plaza or Public Works. Told him the OCOC receives emails and responses and the 

telephone calls synopsis at each OCOC from previous OCOC meeting date. Joel thought the public is 70% 

opposed vs 30% supporting Organized Collection. Asked about calls and emails; said 7-8 per day via 

phone and about 10-15 emails the first week after “Hauler by Choice” postcard came out. Meeting with 



Janet Lewis to discuss getting question on fall ballot for referendum.  Told him his comments will be 

logged and forwarded to the City Council 

 

3-9-15    John Otte   952-893-0574 

 Wanted to know when this could happen if Organized Collection is implemented; said probably 

spring 2016. State he is not a supporter, prefers picking his own trash hauler. Thanked him for his 

comments, and that the comments will be logged and sent to the City Council. 

 

3-9-15    Gary Vig   952-941-3877 

 Their Neighborhood National Night Out involves 125-150 households. Most neighbors support 

Organized Collection. Asked about keeping existing haulers in business, then discussed splitting 5 

districts into contractor zones to try to allow smaller haulers to be competitive. Said those items are 

being discussed at OCOC meeting. Strongly supports the spring neighborhood clean-up program and 

wants that to remain. Told him that type of program will remain in some form, maybe vouchers, contact 

hauler for pickup, etc.  Thanked him for his comments, and said they will be logged and sent to the City 

Council 

 

 

3-10-15    Kristen Rimnec   952-210-7985 

 Received an offer of $16 per month with free yard waste for two years. Does not want  to lose 

the offer. She is opposed to Organized Collection. Told her the last hauler proposal was not rejected but 

was not approved either.Told her to review the organized collection webpage for new news.  Thanked 

her for her comments and that they will be logged and sent to the City Council. 

 

3-11-15    Floyd Olson   952-831-3854 

 Floyd (former Bloomington City Attorney) was upset by the Haulers for Choice postcard and has 

discussed the card with Mr. Kysylyczyn. He is also reviewing the Bloomington ordinances and asked if 

there were any landfills in Bloomington where private citizens could haul their trash to at the present 

time. Told him no approved landfills in the city.  He is crafting a letter to the editor now.  Thanked him 

for his comments and told him the comments will be logged and sent to the City Council. 



























From: Gates, Jim

To: "tara.boals@optum.com"

Subject: Organized collection comment letter

Date: Monday, March 16, 2015 10:28:11 AM

Attachments: Revised Public input opportunities - Approved 2-23-15 JLK DFK Updated 3-12-15.docx
Updated OCOC + RFP Schedule - JLK 3-11-15.docx

Ms. Boals,

Thank you for the secure email comment letter regarding the possibility of the implementation of

 organized collection of solid waste materials in Bloomington.  I received this through the organized

 collection webpage.

 

We would typically share your comments with the City Council for their consideration as the

 organized collection process continues, but we want to be share that you are comfortable in sharing

 your comments with the Council. 

 

The info below is some background information regarding the process Bloomington is in the midst of

 currently:

 

In early 2014, the City completed a Draft Solid Waste Management Plan.  This planning effort, which

 included a great deal of public input, reviewed a wide range of solid waste issues faced by

 Bloomington including the advantages and disadvantages of organized collection. 

 

In October of 2014, the City Council voted to begin the formal process to consider organized

 collection of trash and recyclables for residential properties.  This formal process follows State

 Statute and begins with negotiations with the seven haulers that currently serve Bloomington. 

 While significant progress has been made in these negotiations, we have not reached an agreement

 that is acceptable to both the Haulers and the City and negotiations continue.  On January 26th of

 this year, the City Council voted to start the next step toward organized collection – the formation

 of an Organized Collection Options Committee (OCOC).  The OCOC is charged with developing a

 report to the City Council that outlines and recommends options for organized collection.  Up to

 date information regarding organized collection, the process and rationale developed to date and

 the activities of the OCOC can be found on the City’s website (www.bloomingtonmn.gov) by

 searching on the key words “organized collection”.

 

The most recent hauler proposal was not accepted, nor was the proposal rejected by the City

 Council, so that proposal can still be acted on by the Council in the future.

 

Last fall the City Council did approve a new staff position to be used to coordinate solid waste

 activities in the City.  Anticipated duties of this new positon include the development and delivery of

 educational materials to promote sound solid waste management practices and administrative

 duties associated with organized collection if the Council decides to implement it.  The position is

 funded in part by unspent solid waste utility funds from another unfilled position.  While authorized,

 this position has not yet been filled.  

 

Attached are the revised input possibilities sheet approved previously, and the tentative Organized
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 Collection Options Committee (OCOC) and a possible Request for Proposal schedule in the event the

 OCOC directs moving forward with a RFP to receive competitive bids for the collection of solid waste

 materials in Bloomington

 

Residential properties in Bloomington currently spend over $8 million per year for solid waste

 services.  Based on the rates paid in other communities, this amount has the potential to be

 reduced as much as 50% under an organized collection system.  Currently, Bloomington residents

 pay a very wide range of rates for collection services.  While some would likely see increased rates,

 the majority of residents would likely see a significant decrease in their garbage bill with organized

 collection.

 

Again, thank you for your input.  It would be very valuable to the City Council as they consider this

 important community issue. 

 

Please let me know if your comments can be shared with the City Council.

 

Contact me anytime.

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

 

 

Secured Message
 

From: Boals, Tara <tara.boals@optum.com>

To: "OrganizedCollection@BloomingtonMN.gov" <OrganizedCollection@BloomingtonMN.gov>

Date: March 9, 2015 4:41:45 PM GMT

Subject: Secure Message from tara.boals@optum.com

Good morning,

 

I recently became aware of the City’s plan to have the city choose a city wide trash hauler.  I’m

 opposed to this idea for several reasons.

 

I have been a resident of Bloomington for over 15 years. Prior to that, I lived in Minneapolis and saw

 what happens when the City chooses one trash collection agency: missed collection, haphazard

 collection due to collectors “rushing” through the process – leaving debris strewn across the

 neighborhood, overworked/underpaid workers that do not know the first thing about customer

 service, are rude and disrespectful, but are backed by a union so they continue to be employed and

 unkempt, malodorous trash bins that don’t get replaced when requested. Unfortunately, customer

 complaints fall on deaf ears because the City of Mpls stands behind who they chose for trash

 collection and it’s a money maker for them.

 

When I moved to Bloomington, I was looking forward to the opportunity to shop around for my own

 trash hauler.  And I did just that. I called companies to find out what they offered, I asked my

 neighbors and friends and I observed the process as I drove through the neighborhoods in my

 community.  Again, unfortunately, I had to work with two bad companies before I could find one

mailto:tara.boals@optum.com
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 that I love.

 

I have worked with Waste Management, who is one of the most expensive and also provides subpar

 service. On several occasions during winters with heavy snow, I would come home to find that my

 96 gallon trash bin was not placed at the end of my plowed driveway where it had been earlier that

 morning, but rather dumped upside down in a 4 foot snowbank in the middle of my yard requiring

 me to walk through deep snow to shovel it out. I canceled their service and switched to BFI/Allied

 due to a neighbor’s recommendation.  This company had recently moved to a 64 gallon, single sort

 recycling container as was now the custom of other companies. My children placed a cardboard box

 in the recycling and forgot to remove the styrofoam.  I happened to be home that day for recycling

 collection.  The arm of the trash collection vehicle slipped and spilled the contents of the recycling

 in our yard.  The driver got out to collect the recycling to put it in the truck.  He saw the Styrofoam

 and became very angry and proceeded to shred it into hundreds of pieces into my yard and drive

 away.  I canceled their service as well.

 

I’m now with Burt’s.  This company isn’t perfect, but they are affordable and make sure that their

 customers are happy.  I like that they are a “mom and pop” Bloomington run company that supports

 our local economy.  I do not want to work with any other hauler than Burt’s.

 

I absolutely refuse to allow my tax dollars to be used to pay for one City wide hauler. Especially when

 the City has already chosen BFI/Allied to service all of our local parks and I cannot support this

 company and how they treat their customers.

 

I know that many residents complain about the number of trash hauler company trucks that run

 through their neighborhoods.  However, most people are working during the day and not home to

 even know the difference.  I work from home full time and my block currently has 4 different

 haulers come through and it is not a problem as I see it.

 

Please consider our freedom to choose and stop using  tax dollars to pay consultants to make a

 decision that should be left to the residents of Bloomington. In addition, you will be putting a

 Bloomington Company (Burt’s) out of business because the majority of their income and collection

 is in the City of Bloomington. This will affect City Revenue and cause job loss for employees who live

 and work in the City of Bloomington.

 

Tara Boals RN, BS

Stop Loss Nurse Consultant

Optum Health Stop Loss
6300 Olson Memorial Hwy
MN010-W117
Golden Valley, MN 55427
763-797-4232 or 1-800-454-0233 ext. 74232

Fax: 877-219-5407

tara.boals@optum.com

claims submission: stoplossclaims@lf.optumhealth.com
a division of United Healthcare

*--SecureDelivery--*
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This e-mail, including attachments, may include confidential and/or

proprietary information, and may be used only by the person or entity

to which it is addressed. If the reader of this e-mail is not the intended

recipient or his or her authorized agent, the reader is hereby notified

that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail is

prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the

sender by replying to this message and delete this e-mail immediately.

 

 









































From: Clawson, Barbara

To: City-Council

Cc: Gates, Jim; Dargan, Denise

Subject: Organized Collection Comment

Date: Friday, March 20, 2015 8:33:52 AM

Dear Council,

 

Tom & Nancy Nagel called to say they are opposed to organized collection.  They have Burt’s and

 they want to continue with them.  They believe organized collection with eliminate competition,

 raise prices, and lower the quality of trash collection. 

 

Friendship Village residents

952-944-8700

 

Thanks!

 

Barb Clawson

Mayor’s Assistant/Council Secretary

1800 W. Old Shakopee Road

Bloomington, MN  55431

952-563-8786

bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov
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From: Gates, Jim

To: "tom gonser"

Cc: "Gregory@BurtsDisposal.com" (Gregory@BurtsDisposal.com); "Nelson, Thor"; "Gerhardinger, Jim"; "Sanders,
 Stacey"; "rmoening@q.com"; "jasonc@garbagemanusa.com" (jasonc@garbagemanusa.com);
 "gonsert@gmail.com" (gonsert@gmail.com); "steve@garbagemanusa.com" (steve@garbagemanusa.com);
 "Smarik@GarbageManCo.com" (Smarik@GarbageManCo.com); "RNitti@LightningDisposal.com"
 (RNitti@LightningDisposal.com); "andy@garbagemanusa.com" (andy@garbagemanusa.com);
 "MStoltman@randyssanitation.com" (MStoltman@randyssanitation.com); "jwollschlager@randyssanitation.com"
 (jwollschlager@randyssanitation.com); "Rhirstein@RepublicServices.com" (Rhirstein@RepublicServices.com);
 "Dlink@RepublicServices.com" (Dlink@RepublicServices.com); "jv12482@gmail.com" (jv12482@gmail.com);
 "dhoekstra2@wm.com" (dhoekstra2@wm.com); "mdonnell@wm.com"; Dargan, Denise; Keel, Karl;
 "Dharam.c.Bobra@co.hennepin.mn.us"

Subject: RE: Discussion with Councilmembers"

Date: Monday, March 23, 2015 8:18:56 AM

Tom,

The OCOC has not allowed public comments at their meetings.  The City Council considered the

 hauler proposal from 2-5-15 at the Council meeting of 2-23-15.  The Council did not accept the

 proposal, but did not reject it either, so it is basically on-hold.  The hauler proposal period is open

 until the end of the day on 4-6-15.  The updates are available at:

 http://bloomingtonmn.gov/organized-collection-updates-all for all folks to review.

 

Take care.

Jim

 

From: tom gonser [mailto:gonsert@gmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2015 4:14 PM
To: Gates, Jim
Subject: Re: Discussion with Councilmembers

 
Hi Jim...Have been out of town for a while and would sure appreciate an update on how things
 are going. I haven't seen any new communications lately.
Thanks so much
Tom Gonser

"YOUR WALK WALKS & YOUR TALK TALKS

BUT YOUR WALK WALKS LOUDER THAN YOUR TALK TALKS!!"

 
On Fri, Feb 20, 2015 at 4:30 PM, Gates, Jim <jgates@bloomingtonmn.gov> wrote:
Bloomington Licensed Haulers,
At the meeting yesterday, I agreed to look into an opportunity for you to discuss your current
 proposal with the OCOC.
 
Karl and I met today to discuss this request.  The following is a summary of the key points of
 our discussion:
 

The OCOC is charged to develop options for City Council consideration.

While a negotiated agreement with you is one alternative that is in consideration, the
 OCOC is not part of the City negotiating team, nor does it have any authority to
 approve or reject any proposal – it can only make recommendations to the City
 Council.
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The City Council will formally consider your latest proposal at its meeting next

 Monday, Feb. 23rd immediately following the OCOC meeting.  This item will be part
 of the Council’s Organization Business section of the agenda.  The Mayor, at his
 discretion,  has the authority to allow, or not allow, public testimony  on any item in
 this section of the agenda.

Considering these points, it is most appropriate for you to address the City Council as part its
 consideration of your proposal on Monday night --  not the OCOC, as we discussed
 yesterday.  Generally, the Mayor has allowed interested parties to address the Council as part
 of the agenda item.  Usually, he asks that such communications be as concise as possible and
 may limit the total amount of time given to a single presenter.  We will make the Mayor
 aware of your desire to address the Council on this item.
 
Please contact me if you have any additional questions or concerns regarding this discussion.
 
Jim Gates
Deputy Director of Public Works
Office: 952-563-8730
Fax: 952-563-4868
Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov
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From: Gates, Jim

To: "ehaf144@yahoo.com"

Cc: Dargan, Denise; Clawson, Barbara; Winstead, Gene; Busse, Tim; Abrams, Cynthia; Lowman, Dwayne; Carlson,
 Andrew; Baloga, Jack; Oleson, Jon

Subject: RE: Trash Hauling

Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2015 4:01:55 PM

Mr. Hafemann,

In early 2014, the City completed a Draft Solid Waste Management Plan.  This planning
 effort, which included a great deal of public input, reviewed a wide range of solid waste
 issues faced by Bloomington including the advantages and disadvantages of organized
 collection. 
 
In October of 2014, the City Council voted to begin the formal process to consider organized
 collection of trash and recyclables for residential properties.  This formal process follows
 State Statute and begins with negotiations with the seven haulers that currently serve
 Bloomington.  While significant progress has been made in these negotiations, we have not
 reached an agreement that is acceptable to both the Haulers and the City and negotiations

 continue.  On January 26th of this year, the City Council voted to start the next step toward
 organized collection – the formation of an Organized Collection Options Committee
 (OCOC).  The OCOC is charged with developing a report to the City Council that outlines
 and recommends options for organized collection.  Up to date information regarding
 organized collection, the process and rationale developed to date and the activities of the
 OCOC can be found on the City’s website (www.bloomingtonmn.gov) by searching on the
 key words “organized collection”.
 
Last fall the City Council did approve a new staff position to be used to coordinate solid waste
 activities in the City.  Anticipated duties of this new positon include the development and
 delivery of educational materials to promote sound solid waste management practices and
 administrative duties associated with organized collection if the Council decides to implement
 it.  The position is funded in part by unspent solid waste utility funds from another unfilled
 position.  While authorized, this position has not yet been filled.  
 
Residential properties in Bloomington currently spend over $8 million per year for solid waste
 services.  Based on the rates paid in other communities, this amount has the potential to be
 reduced as much as $2-4M under an organized collection system.  Currently, Bloomington
 residents pay a very wide range of rates for collection services.  While some would likely see
 increased rates, the majority of residents would likely see a significant decrease in their
 garbage bill with organized collection.
 
Again, thank you for your input.  It is very valuable to the City Council as they consider this
 important community issue.
 

Contact me anytime.

 

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov
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From: Edwin Hafemann [mailto:ehaf144@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2015 7:51 PM
To: Winstead, Gene; Busse, Tim; Abrams, Cynthia; Lowman, Dwayne; Carlson, Andrew; Baloga, Jack;
 Oleson, Jon
Subject: Trash Hauling

 
Would someone please explain to me the driving force behind the perceived necessity for a change to the current trash

 collection system performed in Bloomington?  Are the trash haulers being singled out because they are an easy target?  

 

From what I have read in the Sun Current it appears that a single person is on a crusade to decrease the number of trash

 trucks on Bloomington streets/neighborhoods.  Trash is currently collected weekly; recyclables biweekly; and yard waste

 during the growing season only and during the winter months not at all.  However, delivery trucks, e.g., Fedex, UPS, and

 service trucks, Xcel, Centerpoint, DISH, Xfinity, DirectTV and yes even Bloomington City vehicles are almost a daily

 constant.  

 

It has been my life experience that government is driven to fix things that are not broken.  If this is allowed to proceed haulers

 will decrease, prices will increase, and jobs may be eliminated.  The losers are the residents and haulers.  Nothing else

 changes; trash, recyclables, and yard waste will still need to be picked up.  

 

I do have a suggestion for those who don’t like the sight of trash trucks in their neighborhood-haul it yourself.

 

We have been living happily in Bloomington for the past 45 years but when something like this comes up, well, it is just silly.

 

Ed Hafemann

10600 Queen Avenue
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From: Jerry Gilkeson

To: Gates, Jim

Subject: My Trash Matters

Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2015 4:20:51 PM

Dear Mayor Winstead, City Council members and the  Organized Collection

 Options Committee

My Garbage Matters!

First, back around 1976, with the help of Denny Danials who was the head of the HRA, we
 formed a nonprofit corporation the “Bryant Park Homeowners Assn. Inc.”. We wanted a
 portion of the Community Development Block Grant, for some improvements to our pre-fab
 homes to bring them up to code, to make a swamp across the street into Bryant Park, and to
 get curb and gutter and permanent streets. I learned back then with permanent streets they
 were built to handle the same load as the main streets. So first off, all the garbage trucks one
 day a week, does not hurt our streets. That’s a fact!

I served my aprenticeship  at Astleford International on the Richfield side of 494. There was a
 family of Garbage haulers. Chet and his brother Fuzzy did door to door, back when people
 had heavy cans and you had to pick them up and dump them in the back of the truck. Chet’s
 son Dick didn’t like that, he said “I’ll get up early and take the commercial stuff”. Back in 1962
 he had 1 truck, and I worked on it. Today Dick Clemmer owns Dicks Sanitation,  DSS, Lakeville
 Sanitation LSS, and has over 50 trucks and containers all over. OK he’s not part of your plan
 now, but which haulers are you going to tell they can never grow to be a Dick Clemmer,
 because you don’t want them to?

Over the years I have had a number of haulers, and for one reason or another I dropped them,
 either as my choice, or they got bought out. There are some I will never have. Red Burt
 parked his trucks at Chief’s storage lot. I had a 30 year relationship with Bob Shoenborn, I
 would get some parts or cars to fix, and I regularly drove through the lot. Red had some ex-
cop working for him and one night the trucks were broke into and the 2 way radios stolen.
 This guy, that had no idea that they couldn’t be converted to Ham radios accused me of
 stealing them because I had ham plates on my car., so I’m not interested in using any of Red’s
 services that he owns now or before.

About 10 years ago after some of the haulers were bought out I switched to Waste
 Management. I thought we had a good relationship I had all 3 large buckets, and at one point
 I was told if I could get 10 of my neighbors to switch everybody would get a large discount. I
 did this and everyone was happy. The only problem was they charged me every month for
 yard waste, even in the winter, so I asked them to pick up their yard waste bucket. I was told
 it would cost me I think $60 to have them pick up their bucket. I was not happy, but I did it.
 That fall I put about a dozen leaf bags on the curb. After the trucks went by I called them and
 said “you missed my yard waste” the nice lady on the other end of the phone said “did you
 call?” “no You’re my hauler, and the bags were sitting there, can’t your driver figure that
 out?” “No you have to call” “ok pick them up next week” Well by next week I had a few more
 bags, and they took them. That’s good I thought, until I got my bill and there was an $80
 charge for “Yard waste” I wasn’t happy but was told if I wasn’t on the program with a bucket
 it was $4 a bag to pick it up. Well “screw my once shame on you, do it twice shame on me” 
 That was about the time Republic was coming in. They called and offered me all 3 barrels, at a
 fixed rate, no matter how much yard waste I had. I made the switch. 
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I love working with Republic. Last week I had a bunch of recyclables. I called them and told
 them my yard waste barrel had recyclables in it too. No problem, we’ll get it. They are so
 environmentally conscious, their trucks run on Natural Gas, I don’t even hear them come.
 They call me when the pickup day changes because of a holiday, and I get my bill and pay on
 line.  I won’t go back to a company that screwed me over, and I don’t think you would either.

If the City was buying a fleet of trucks and everyone had it billed on their water bill that might
 be different. Many large Cities do.  In 1986 we took a trip to the East coast. We were in

 Boston on the 4th of July and we saw the USS Constitution taken out and turned around. It’s
 something they do every year. We went to New York and saw the refurbished Statue of
 Liberty and a great party on Battery Park, we went to Philadelphia to see the Liberty Bell and
 Constitution hall. We have family history that goes back there. Phily is one of those Cities that
 do their own garbage pickup, and the garbage collectors were on strike. There was very little
 Brotherly love in 100 degree heat and two week old garbage.

I mention this, because a civil disobedience movement to dump your garbage on the street if
 you get assigned a hauler you won’t take, would make a small sit-in at the mall smell good. I
 want you to understand I am not promoting this, or supporting it, but you can’t make the
 citizens do something they don’t want to without someone getting out of line.

Thanks for reading

Jerry Gilkeson

8520 Emerson

I would be happy to discuss this with any of you

952 881 2254





















From: Gates, Jim

To: Aaron Nicklay (aaron.nicklay@gmail.com)

Subject: FW: OCOC question

Date: Wednesday, April 01, 2015 7:23:34 AM

Aaron Nicklay,

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments

 will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized

 collection webpage at:

 http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further

 information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity.

 

I can understand your perspective from a resident on Popular Bridge Curve.  There many

 neighborhoods in the city that have 4 or 5 haulers with 3 trucks each for trash, recycling, and yard

 waste (seasonally) that may have a different view of the truck issue, but we’re listening.

 

The solid waste coordinator has been approved, but the city has not moved forward with filling the

 position to date.  For information, there will be an open house on April 9, 2015 to further discuss

 organized collection here at Public Works, 1700 W. 98th St. in the PW Training Room from 4 to 7

 PM.  The public is obviously invited to attend.  I’ll be there, along with other PW staff, and our

 organized collection consultant that Bloomington has contracted with for the solid waste work.  We

 can sure discuss things further at that time.

 

There are a number of steps yet to be taken before organized collection is a reality in the city. 

 Net/net, we’re hoping to save the public some money in the solid waste handling in the city, but

 we’re not there yet.

 

Contact me anytime.

 

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov

 

 

From: Aaron Nicklay [mailto:aaron.nicklay@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 31, 2015 9:45 PM
To: Gates, Jim
Subject: Re: OCOC question

 
Hi Jim,
 
Thanks, I appreciate the info and the clarification.
 
For what it's worth, my opinion would be to avoid consolidated collection here in
 Bloomington.

mailto:/O=COB ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=JIM GATES
mailto:aaron.nicklay@gmail.com
http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm
mailto:jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov


 
I've read through everything, all the notes and minutes, and I while I can appreciate some of
 the reasons that might be driving this, I just don't think they are good enough reasons to
 justify this particular course of action.   However, if the council had reasons aside from the
 letters that drove this decision, I'd be very interested in reviewing those reasons.
 
I like being able to select my own collection company.....I've fired two since moving here in
  2006 for doing a bad job or when their rates got to be a little too high.   The industry model
 of slowly increasing rates so that the consumer has to shop every few years to pay a fair price
 is contrary to everything I know as a small business owner about keeping clients....but that's
 the industry's business.   While mildly annoying, I'm willing to change companies every 4
 years to keep my bill within a certain range.   Consumers need to be actively engaged in
 making sure they aren't over paying, and a government takeover to protect the consumer from
 high pricing isn't the answer.   
 
Case in point is cable service......I can only get Comcast and they are epically and famously
 horrible at customer service, as well as being criminally overpriced.  But when I fired them,
 because they own the monopoly on cable service here in Bloomington, I had to go to Dish for
 my TV instead of picking a different cable operator.   But there is no satellite alternative to
 trash collection, so when the service degraded for my city contracted trash pickup, I would be
 very little recourse.
 
I like government and the things that it does, but I also know from first hand experience that
 there are some things that government just doesn't do all that well....or that someone else
 could do better.    Paying for a dedicated solid waste collection director is one of those things
 that immediately make me think what other, better things could be done with that money. 
 Nor do I think that one company with a contract to a city is going to provide the same level of
 service.   I remember clearly the ongoing issues that we had when I was a kid in Minneapolis
 in the 1980's with the company that the city had contracted for collection.   It became just one
 more issue that eventually drove my parents to move out of the city and to the suburbs.  
 
I also don't think that too many trucks is a valid reason.   I've worked from home off and on
 for the past 10 years that I've lived here in Bloomington and there are a few trucks on
 Wednesday mornings and then they are gone.   It's really not a thing I ever thought about.   I
 do, however, think about all of the people who work in the Normandale towers who cut
 through my neighborhood at well above the speed limit in the morning to avoid the 35W/494
 interchange.    But I've never seen a garbage truck speed or drive irresponsibly, so I just don't
 see this as a real problem.
 
I think we should stick to the collection plan we have, and figure out what we can do to spend
 that money elsewhere to make our city better.
 
Thanks again for the extra info and the clarification, hope that this helps in some small way
 when the council needs to make a decision on this issue.
 
aaron nicklay
8650 poplar bridge curve
 
 
 



On Mon, Mar 30, 2015 at 2:22 PM, Gates, Jim <jgates@bloomingtonmn.gov> wrote:

Aaron Nicklay,

Most of it was Council directed, after receiving a couple of letters in late 2013.  See below:

 

Thank you for your e-mail regarding the potential for organized collection in Bloomington.  It
 will be shared with the City Council.
 
In early 2014, the City completed a Draft Solid Waste Management Plan.  This planning
 effort, which included a great deal of public input, reviewed a wide range of solid waste
 issues faced by Bloomington including the advantages and disadvantages of organized
 collection. 
 
In October of 2014, the City Council voted to begin the formal process to consider organized
 collection of trash and recyclables for residential properties.  This formal process follows
 State Statute (M.S. 115A.94) and begins with negotiations with the seven haulers that
 currently serve Bloomington.  While significant progress has been made in these negotiations,
 we have not reached an agreement that is acceptable to both the Haulers and the City and

 negotiations continue.  On January 26th of this year, the City Council voted to start the next
 step toward organized collection – the formation of an Organized Collection Options
 Committee (OCOC).  The OCOC is charged with developing a report to the City Council that
 outlines and recommends options for organized collection.  Up to date information regarding
 organized collection, the process and rationale developed to date and the activities of the
 OCOC can be found on the City’s website (www.bloomingtonmn.gov) by searching on the
 key words “organized collection”.
 
Last fall the City Council did approve a new staff position to be used to coordinate solid waste
 activities in the City.  Anticipated duties of this new position include the development and
 delivery of educational materials to promote sound solid waste management practices and
 administrative duties associated with organized collection if the Council decides to implement
 it.  The position is funded in part by unspent solid waste utility funds from another unfilled
 position.  While authorized, this position has not yet been filled.  
 
Residential properties in Bloomington currently spend over $8 million per year for solid waste
 services.  Based on the rates paid in other communities, this amount has the potential to be
 reduced as much as 50% under an organized collection system.  Currently, Bloomington
 residents pay a very wide range of rates for collection services.  While some would likely see
 increased rates, the majority of residents would likely see a significant decrease in their
 garbage bill with organized collection.
 
Again, thank you for your input.  It is very valuable to the City Council as they consider this
 important community issue.
 

Contact me anytime.

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov

mailto:jgates@bloomingtonmn.gov
http://www.bloomingtonmn.gov/
tel:952-563-8730
tel:952-563-4868
mailto:jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov


 

 

 

 

From: Aaron Nicklay [mailto:aaron.nicklay@gmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, March 29, 2015 9:58 PM
To: Organized Collection
Subject: OCOC question

 
Hi Jim,
 
I found this email address and your name on the City of Bloomington website as the primary
 contact for questions regarding the committee and it's mission.   If I am reading old info or if
 something has changed, please forward this to whomever is taking questions.
 
I read through minutes and the other available information online and I think I really only have
 one question, which is just looking for clarification on a single point.   Did this request from
 the city council really come out of people complaining about too many garbage trucks?  Was
 there anything else that drove the decision to form the committee?   That was the only real
 impetus I could find and I wanted to make sure I understood the problem from front to back.   
 
thanks!
 
aaron nicklay
8650 Poplar Bridge Curve
Bloomington, MN 55437
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Phone Calls received and answered by Jim Gates 

Between 4
th

 and 5
th

OCOC Meetings 

 
 

3-18-2015 Dan Larson 612-355-0053 

Dan stated: “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.” Not a supporter of Organized Collection. Not a 

supporter of 4 to 3 lanes on Bloomington roadways “just so the number of bikers have their own area to 

ride in.” Asked if Bloomington was going to gear up to collect solid waste. Told him no. Bloomington is 

not going to buy 18-plus trucks to pick up solid waste.  We are looking at splitting the city weekly haul 

district into “contractor zones” ussing 1 truck per 1,000 stops, 5,000+ stops per each of the districts for 5 

workdays/week to pick up the 2,500+ residential units in the City in a RFP to allow the smaller haulers to 

compete with the larger haulers. 

 

3-19-2015 Kirk Hoffman 952-944-0896 

Reasonable individual.   Concerned about lack of competition. Explained the discussion of the 

RFP & RFQ possibilities and trying to give the existing haulers an opportunity to compete.  Kirk said we 

were at least looking at the correct possibilities to keep folks in business. 

Told him we’re considering a 3-year basic contract and with good performance, there would be the 

possibility of a 3-year extension, so essentially a 6-year contract. Discussed penalties for poor 

performance and liquidated damages. 

 

3-19-2015 Elizabeth Pillai 952-486-9859 

Has a $13.00 per month trash & recycling price. Don’t have yard waste. Concerned about 

organics in with yard waste when they don’t have yard waste. Told her about pilot program for organics 

so probably would not begin organics program until 2017. 

 

3-19-2015 Larry Wolvordi 952-888-3675 

Waste Management trying to get him to sign up for another couple of years. Told him Organized 

Collection is still in the “study” stage, and open collection is still applicable between the hauler and the 

public so do what he sees fit for solid waste collection services. 

 

3-23-2015 Bob Fahrenbrach 775-412-7934 

Wanted to know status of organized collectio: Told him open collection still available/in process. 

Most recent Hauler proposal was not rejected or accepted by the Council. OCOC is proceeding with a 

RFP, after RFP, Public Hearing, Council decision and then 6 months wait by statute, so doubt anything 

before would happen until  spring of 2016. Told him about webpage. Comments sent to City Council  

and to the OCOC for their information. 

 

3-23-2015 Joel Jamison 612-423-1574 

Joel requested: “Please post the agenda and materials as soon as possible.”  Called him back and 

left a message stating the agenda and materials are posted typically the Thursday before the OCOC 

meetings and materials for the meeting; ie: the meeting minutes, PowerPoint slides, etc. are posted 

before or as soon as we can after the meeting. 

 

3-25-2015 Cell Phone 952-913-5704 



No name given. Person wanted to know when Organized Collection could happen. Told him 

hauler negotiations still open until 4-6-15, RFP could be  issued in late April, responses in late May, 

Public Hearing in June. So contract could be done in July, 2015. Then there is a 6-month waiting period 

so the revised collection system (if it occurs) would be spring of 2016. Told him his comments will be 

logged and sent on to the City Council for their review. 

 

3-25-2015 Robert Boltev 952-992-9962 

Told me they had Allied for $160 for 3 months, called Burts’. Same service for $70 for 3 months. Does 

not want to do business with Allied if they are approved for their neighborhood. 3 haulers presently in 

their neighborhood. Not too troubling to him currently. Just wants to be kept informed. Told him 

comments to be logged and reported to City Council. 

 

3-26-2015 Jennifer Rumble 763-300-2214 

Just bought a house in Bloomington and was trying to line up garbage collection and 2-haulers 

would not start service since the haulers told her Bloomington is going to start trash service. Told her 

the open collection system between the homeowner and the hauler is still in operation and the haulers 

should be willing to accept new customers. The possibility of the start of Organized Collection still exists, 

but would probably not start until spring of 2016. Told her that comments will be forwarded to City 

Council. 

 

3-31-2015 Steve Churney (stopped in PW building) 

Steve wanted to know status of Organized Collection after receiving the info card from the 

Haulers for Choice group. Told him we’re following the revised Organized Collection statute (M. S. 

115A.94) very closely. Told him the background of Organized Collection efforts. He was aware of the 

1998 episode, and said there is still a possibility to not have Organized Collection in the City. Told him of 

the public input possibilities and the open house next week on 4-9-2015, the status of a RFP to receive 

competitive prices, hauler negotiations being extended to 4-6-2015. Was aware of website info but 

wanted the “cliff notes” version. Steve wants more recycling on a weekly basis and trash every 2 weeks. 

Wants organics too. Said info will be passed onto City Council for their info. 

 

4-1-2015 Mary Lineman 612-799-9333 

Asked about Organized Collection:  if there had been a decision made yet. Told her no, and that 

the hauler negotiation period was still open, and we expect a hauler proposal on Monday, 4-6-15. Also 

told her the OCOC is working through the Request for Proposal process to obtain competitive bids. Told 

her many steps to go through yet, including an info open house on April 6, 2015 and a public hearing this 

summer. Then there is the statute required 6-month waiting period after Council orders the Organized 

Collection program move forward. It is not a “done-deal” yet. Said her comments will be logged and 

forwarded to the City Council for their use. 

 

 





















From: Gates, Jim

To: "James Barke"

Cc: Keel, Karl

Subject: RE: Bloomington Garbage

Date: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 9:11:59 AM

Mr. Barke,

I was quoted incorrectly by a Strib reporter. Bloomington has not reached a deal with the haulers

 licensed in Bloomington.  I stated we received a “final” proposal from the haulers that we are now

 analyzing.  We have quite a few steps to go through before any start of organized collection.  There

 is a corrected blurb from the Strib currently: http://www.startribune.com/local/west/298837641.html

 

There will  be an open house regarding the possibility of organized collection starting in Bloomington

 at the Public Works Building, 1700 W. 98th St., on April 23, 2015 from  4 to 7 PM.  Parking is

 available on the west side of the PW Building, or across the street at the Bloomington Civic Plaza.

 

Contact me anytime.

 

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov

 

From: James Barke [mailto:james.barke@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 9:23 PM
To: Gates, Jim
Subject: Bloomington Garbage

 
Jim,
 
I see that Bloomington has come to an agreement for a single consortium for our hauling.  Overall I believe the benefits will out number
 the drawbacks.  I very much support fewer trucks on our roads.
 
I do hope that there is a plan in place for sub par services (what happens when as an individual household service suffers) and service
 offerings (I very much value weekly recycling).
 
I have 10+ years of sourcing and understand the risks and rewards of a deal like this.  The key is service as pricing is a given for an
 agreement of this size.  So I just hope that there are options for service levels and options for service concerns.  Pricing isn't priority for
 everyone even though this is all I have heard about.
 
I do want to reiterate that it will be nice to have fewer trucks on the road.  My preference would have been fewer companies hauling
 rather than a single one but hope you have everything thought out on how to deal with service issues (for a single household).
 
I look forward to hearing about the details when they are communicated to all.
 
Jim Barke
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From: Gates, Jim

To: "mndemocrat@comcast.net"

Cc: Dargan, Denise; Clawson, Barbara

Subject: RE: My garbage matters

Date: Wednesday, April 08, 2015 6:56:48 AM

Mr. Gilkeson,

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments

 will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized

 collection webpage at:

 http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further

 information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity.

 

Contact me anytime.

 

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov

 

 

From: Clawson, Barbara 
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 2:21 PM
To: Gates, Jim
Cc: Dargan, Denise
Subject: FW: My garbage matters

 
Another one.

 

Thanks!

 

Barb Clawson

Mayor’s Assistant/Council Secretary

1800 W. Old Shakopee Road

Bloomington, MN  55431

952-563-8786

bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov

 

From: Jerry Gilkeson [mailto:mndemocrat@comcast.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2015 4:28 PM
To: City-Council
Subject: My garbage matters

 

Dear Mayor Winstead, City Council members and the  Organized

 Collection Options Committee

My Garbage Matters!
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First, back around 1976, with the help of Denny Danials who was the head of the HRA, we
 formed a nonprofit corporation the “Bryant Park Homeowners Assn. Inc.”. We wanted a
 portion of the Community Development Block Grant, for some improvements to our pre-fab
 homes to bring them up to code, to make a swamp across the street into Bryant Park, and to
 get curb and gutter and permanent streets. I learned back then with permanent streets they
 were built to handle the same load as the main streets. So first off, all the garbage trucks one
 day a week, does not hurt our streets. That’s a fact!

I served my aprenticeship  at Astleford International on the Richfield side of 494. There was a
 family of Garbage haulers. Chet and his brother Fuzzy did door to door, back when people
 had heavy cans and you had to pick them up and dump them in the back of the truck. Chet’s
 son Dick didn’t like that, he said “I’ll get up early and take the commercial stuff”. Back in
 1962 he had 1 truck, and I worked on it. Today Dick Clemmer owns Dicks Sanitation,  DSS,
 Lakeville Sanitation LSS, and has over 50 trucks and containers all over. OK he’s not part of
 your plan now, but which haulers are you going to tell they can never grow to be a Dick
 Clemmer, because you don’t want them to?

Over the years I have had a number of haulers, and for one reason or another I dropped them,
 either as my choice, or they got bought out. There are some I will never have. Red Burt
 parked his trucks at Chief’s storage lot. I had a 30 year relationship with Bob Shoenborn, I
 would get some parts or cars to fix, and I regularly drove through the lot. Red had some ex-
cop working for him and one night the trucks were broke into and the 2 way radios stolen.
 This guy, that had no idea that they couldn’t be converted to Ham radios accused me of
 stealing them because I had ham plates on my car., so I’m not interested in using any of Red’s
 services that he owns now or before.

About 10 years ago after some of the haulers were bought out I switched to Waste
 Management. I thought we had a good relationship I had all 3 large buckets, and at one point I
 was told if I could get 10 of my neighbors to switch everybody would get a large discount. I
 did this and everyone was happy. The only problem was they charged me every month for
 yard waste, even in the winter, so I asked them to pick up their yard waste bucket. I was told
 it would cost me I think $60 to have them pick up their bucket. I was not happy, but I did it.
 That fall I put about a dozen leaf bags on the curb. After the trucks went by I called them and
 said “you missed my yard waste” the nice lady on the other end of the phone said “did you
 call?” “no You’re my hauler, and the bags were sitting there, can’t your driver figure that
 out?” “No you have to call” “ok pick them up next week” Well by next week I had a few
 more bags, and they took them. That’s good I thought, until I got my bill and there was an
 $80 charge for “Yard waste” I wasn’t happy but was told if I wasn’t on the program with a
 bucket it was $4 a bag to pick it up. Well “screw my once shame on you, do it twice shame on
 me”  That was about the time Republic was coming in. They called and offered me all 3
 barrels, at a fixed rate, no matter how much yard waste I had. I made the switch. 

I love working with Republic. Last week I had a bunch of recyclables. I called them and told
 them my yard waste barrel had recyclables in it too. No problem, we’ll get it. They are so
 environmentally conscious, their trucks run on Natural Gas, I don’t even hear them come.
 They call me when the pickup day changes because of a holiday, and I get my bill and pay on
 line.  I won’t go back to a company that screwed me over, and I don’t think you would either.

If the City was buying a fleet of trucks and everyone had it billed on their water bill that might
 be different. Many large Cities do.  In 1986 we took a trip to the East coast. We were in

 Boston on the 4th of July and we saw the USS Constitution taken out and turned around. It’s
 something they do every year. We went to New York and saw the refurbished Statue of
 Liberty and a great party on Battery Park, we went to Philadelphia to see the Liberty Bell and



 Constitution hall. We have family history that goes back there. Phily is one of those Cities
 that do their own garbage pickup, and the garbage collectors were on strike. There was very
 little Brotherly love in 100 degree heat and two week old garbage.

I mention this, because a civil disobedience movement to dump your garbage on the street if
 you get assigned a hauler you won’t take, would make a small sit-in at the mall smell good. I
 want you to understand I am not promoting this, or supporting it, but you can’t make the
 citizens do something they don’t want to without someone getting out of line.

Thanks for reading

Jerry Gilkeson

8520 Emerson

I would be happy to discuss this with any of you

952 881 2254

























From: Gates, Jim

To: "sd41p19b@hotmail.com"

Cc: Dargan, Denise; Clawson, Barbara

Subject: RE: trash collection

Date: Wednesday, April 08, 2015 6:56:33 AM

Mr. Burnison,

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments

 will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized

 collection webpage at:

 http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further

 information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity.

 

Comments to your questions are below.

 

Sorry it has taken so long to respond.  The email was buried under other “stuff”.

 

Contact me anytime.

 

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov

 

 

 

From: Clawson, Barbara 
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2015 11:45 AM
To: Gates, Jim
Cc: Dargan, Denise
Subject: FW: trash collection

 
Another one.

 

Barb Clawson

Mayor’s Assistant/Council Secretary

1800 W. Old Shakopee Road

Bloomington, MN  55431

952-563-8786

bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov

 

From: Russ Burnison [mailto:sd41p19b@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2015 1:23 PM
To: Baloga, Jack; Winstead, Gene; Abrams, Cynthia
Subject: trash collection

 

Jack, Tim, Cynthia, Gene
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We do not have a problem with the current system of trash collection. So why are trying to

 take away Free Market solution?  then imposed a government solution to a problem that

 does exist.

 

 

If we change to the program that is being looked at.

 

What if I get bad service??  Customer service is being evaluated at the present time

 

What is in the small print of the contract in case my lid it up on a given week, will they pick it

 up?

other cities that have this type of collection, they either have a lid up charge or they do not

 pickup at all and  leave a nasty note. 

 

How can I be sure that I will not pay more for no choice in my service??? (loose my freedom to

 choose in the process) Still in process 

Just leave the current system in place and stop spending our tax dollars on a problem that

 does not exist.

 

How much have we spent so far in Staff time and consulting??????About $200,000 

 

Please answer my easy questions on this manner.

 

Thank you

 

Russ Burnison

Bloomington, mn



From: Gates, Jim

To: "csherman63@yahoo.com"

Cc: Keel, Karl; Verbrugge, Jamie; Smith, Deb

Subject: RE: Organized Collection

Date: Monday, April 13, 2015 8:33:44 AM

Craig Herman,

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments

 will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized

 collection webpage at:

 http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further

 information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity.

 

The haulers are to submit their proposal from April 6, 2015 in a more formal submittal this week.. 

 We have completed a preliminary analysis of that proposal and we are quite close to the a

 cost/household of which the City Council may be willing to consider to move the organized

 collection to a public hearing.  We expect the formal proposal will be sent tomorrow. This proposal

 would have all seven haulers form a 7-member consortium with Bloomington.  The consortium

 would be split into sections of the city that would conform to the existing market-share according to

 the present hauler customers.  The consortium would handle the vast majority of customer calls, as

 only customer billing would come to Bloomington.

 

The Organized Collection Options Committee (OCOC) is still considering a Request for Qualifications

 (RFQ), or a Request for Proposals (RFP) at this time, in the event the hauler proposal is not

 successful.  The decision is tentatively scheduled to occur this week.

 

There will also be an open house regarding the possibility of organized collection starting in

 Bloomington at the Public Works Building, 1700 W. 98th St., on April 23, 2015 from  4 to 7 PM. 

 Parking is available on the west side of the PW Building, or across the street at the Bloomington

 Civic Plaza.

 

Contact me anytime.

 

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov

 

 

From: Craig Herman [mailto:csherman63@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Saturday, April 11, 2015 4:11 PM
To: City Manager
Subject: Organized Collection

 
Hi Jamie -
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I saw the article in the Sun Current about Organized Collection and thought I jot a quick
 email.
 
I will not be able to attend the open house due to travel, but as a resident of Bloomington I
 wanted to offer my opinion.
 
It is a great idea to narrow the number of collection companies in a given neighborhood. 
 Friday's in our neighborhood are noisy due to multiple trips by multiple companies.  So
 thanks to the city council for taking this topic on.
 
I am concerned, however, if we move to just a single company per neighborhood/geography. 
 There is no incentive for a company to compete either on price or quality if they are selected
 as the sole company.  I recommend that there be a competitive bid process for defined
 geographies and the two top bidders, based on predefined selection criteria, be selected to
 serve that geography.  This way, if I, as a resident, am dissatisfied with one of the companies,
 I can select the other.  And if one or both of the companies don't deliver within the quality
 parameters outlined in the bid, then their contract is termed and another simple bid process
 occurs to replace that one.  The thing to watch for is price collusion between the two selected
 companies, but that could be monitored by someone at the city to ensure the rates stayed
 market competitive.
 
Thanks for all you do,
Craig Herman
9609 Wyoming Circle
Bloomington, MN  55438
 
 



From: Gates, Jim

To: "Karen Nordstrom"

Cc: Keel, Karl; Clawson, Barbara

Subject: RE: garbage haulers

Date: Monday, April 13, 2015 8:59:44 AM

Karen,

Welcome back from your trip!

 

The final hauler proposal was to have been submitted on April 6, 2015, and the haulers did submit a

 one-page proposal.  We have requested the haulers submit their proposal in the same format as

 prior proposals.

 

We requested the formal proposal to be submitted by end of day tomorrow so we can further

 process the proposal for possible consideration of the Organized Collection Options Committee

 (OCOC) and maybe even the City Council on April 20, 2015.

 

We’re hoping the cost/household is a cost Council may not to move forward for a public hearing. 

 Time will tell.

 

We’ll keep in touch.

 

Thanks.

Jim

 

 

From: Clawson, Barbara 
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2015 8:27 AM
To: 'Karen Nordstrom'
Cc: Gates, Jim; Keel, Karl
Subject: RE: garbage haulers

 
Hi Karen,

 

I’m forwarding your inquiry to Jim Gates for a response.  I’m not sure if they’ve submitted a “final”

 proposal yet or not.  Council has not acted upon any “final” proposal.

 

Jim – Please respond to Karen Nordstrom.

 

Thanks!

 

Barb Clawson

Mayor’s Assistant/Council Secretary

1800 W. Old Shakopee Road

Bloomington, MN  55431

952-563-8786

bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov
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From: Karen Nordstrom [mailto:khnordstrom@comcast.net] 
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2015 7:38 AM
To: Clawson, Barbara
Subject: garbage haulers

 

Hi Barb,
Just back from a 2 week trip and trying to catch up on "stuff". Was reading the Strib
 on-line and is today the day the haulers will submit their proposal? or was it last
 Monday. 
Thanks.
 
Karen Nordstrom
 

"Success is not final, failure is not fatal. It is the courage to continue that counts"
Winston Churchill

mailto:khnordstrom@comcast.net




















Phone Calls received and answered by Jim Gates 

 
 

4-8-2015 Stephen Johnson 952-393-0428 

Wants to know cost of hauler proposal so folks have something to look at. Told him probably 

bring results of 4-6-15 proposal to council on 4-20-15 but Council may not want to share results by 4-23-

15. Stephen suggested opponents may become proponents if they knew impacts. Told him I can’t speak 

for Council but will suggest telling folks the possible impact. 

 

4-8-2015 Randy Schmidt   952-888-2112 

Concerned about the prices as a result of the Organized Collection process. Said we don’t have 

prices to share yet. Did say we have a  proposal from 4-6-15 that we are analyzing and we intend to 

bring this proposal to the OCOC on the 4-20-15 date to see if we can share the data with people at the 

open house on 4-23-15. 

 

4-9-2015 Mark Svinski City of Golden Valley  763-593-8008 

Wanted to know how Bloomington was moving along with Organized Collection. Discussed the 

program and comments will be forwarded to the OCOC and City Council. 

 

4-9-2015 Pat Conway 

 Pat was asking himself:Why do I feel so strongly about this issue.  He did a presentation at 

Stanford where he received his MBA, with a debate: Against Milk Delivery.  Argued innovation will be 

stifled. Stated that with a guaranteed organized collection long contract, there will be no incentive for 

innovation by the haulers and thus the City may not see progress for a long period of time. 

 

4-10-2015 Janet     612-869-3357 

 Richfield Resident. Re: Burt’s Thursday pick-up. Cans block my single driveway. Burt’s employee 

called about her a f-bomb bitch. Red is hothead. Shady business practices / people. Two haulers being 

considered in Richfield. One west one east. Waiting for Bloomington conclusion. She has senior pick-up 

for her handicap. Just wants to talk. Said comments will be logged and passed on to City Council. 

 

4-10-2015 John Pleguin    952-200-1846 

 Surveyed 275. John.peloquin@state.mn.us 

 

4-13-2015 Marlene Vickey   952-881-2235 

 Resident since 1970, wants to pick her hauler. Not willing to accept that encroachment of any 

freedom of choice by local government. Noise of trucks not an issue for her. Not supportive of 

Organized Collection. Suggest spending less money on bike paths, and spend it on streets and repairs. 

Also spend less money on education of the public even though she is a former teacher, Education is a 

never ending “black hole”. 

 

4-13-2015   T.E. Torgeson   952-686-4780 

 Wanted to know who is accepting new clients. Told her the open collection system is still in 

operation and may have to contact one of the seven licensed in the City. 

 

 

mailto:John.peloquin@state.mn.us


4-14-2015   Lisa Schuetle   952-703-0810 

 Strong supporter of Organized Collection. Fears the open house will have all the negative people 

show up  there opposing Organized Collection. Told her keeping track of all calls that come to me plus e-

mails. Presently sending these to the OCOC, but can be brought to City Council upon request. Wants 

more publicity on the benefits of Organized Collection like one trash truck is the equivalent of 1200 

single axle cars. Maybe interesting facts regarding Organized Collection.  Told her we intend to have a 

handout available at the open house, 

 

4-14-2015   Penny Rosson   952-210-1432 

 “Why are the garbage allowed to hold us hostage while Organized Collection is being considered 

by the City?” My bill went up 50% and said they will do nothing about it since they may not be picking 

up trash in Bloomington in the future. Told her open collection is still active with the contract between 

the resident and the hauler. Told her haulers raising their rates 50% is unethical and to check with other 

haulers. 

 

4-16-2015   Leni Woodley   10125 Johnson Circle 

 Discussed Organized Collection first. Supports the possible program, but wants the smaller 

haulers to be able to compete and not be put out of business by the larger haulers. Discussed the 

possible RFP that the smallest zone will be 2500 pick-ups per week using the 5-districts. Also wanted to 

know roadway projects this year. He was not happy with CenterPoint last year (cut gas line to his grill), 

made a mess of his yard. Then we discussed water rates since he thinks the rates are high. Said he was 

“anal” about his yard so suspect he waters quite a bit. Said I would pass comments on to the OCOC and 

eventually to City Council. Basically supportive of Bloomington. 

 

4-16-2015   Peter Dugan   612-859-7650 

 Eagan-looking at Organized Collection. Wants info, so directed him to Organized Collection 

webpage. 

 

4-17-2015   Ann Marie Brask  952-944-9558 

 Supports Organized Collection. It was discussed at their Neighborhood Night Out with about 100 

people in attendance and all agreed Organized Collection to minimize trucks on the street is a good 

thing. Does not like Garbageman, but Randy’s is an A+++ company from her perspective. Does not like a 

5-7 year contract, would prefer 1-year. Said hauler would not support that since they would have to 

shorten their amortization schedule for needed materials, and the price per household would increase. 

Thanked her for her comments and that they would be logged and sent on to the OCOC and eventually 

to the City Council for their perusal as the Organized Collection process moves forward. 

 

4-17-2015   Dan Krier   952-607-6090 

 Supportive of Organized Collection and the reduction of trucks. Wants to know price. Said we’re 

bringing the last Hauler Proposal to the OCOC and City Council so it will be public soon, but bottom line, 

it looks like the hauler proposal rate would be less than the current average for comparable services for 

folks across the City, but we have not yet received Council approval to proceed to a public hearing 

regarding organized collection. Mentioned the open house on 4-23-15 here at Public Works. Told him 

his comments will be logged and sent on to the OCOC and City Council. 













































From: Clawson, Barbara

To: City-Council

Cc: Gates, Jim

Subject: Organized Collection Comment Phone Call

Date: Monday, May 04, 2015 10:31:19 AM

Organized collection comment:

 

Fred Meyer

10906 Girard Curve

 

He called and talked to Jim Gates first and then called the Mayor’s office:

 

“City has no business getting into trash hauling.  This whole thing smacks of a lack of government

 transparency and kickbacks to the Mayor.  You’re taking away our right to negotiate with the

 haulers.  Very little of these hauler complaints mean anything to me.  The complaints are being

 exaggerated.  People don’t like the traffic on the street … I like those trucks on my street.  They’re

 observing the neighborhood and might prevent a crime or a burglary.  90% of the people on

 Facebook are against this.  Why is the Council making a decision on this before taking public

 testimony.  I like open competition.  Organized collection prices won’t stay low.  This doesn’t even

 include yard waste.  I can’t believe someone came up with this idea.  This will be a monopoly and

 the little guy will lose out.  If this passes, every time I see the garbage truck go by, it will remind me

 to vote the Mayor out of office because he’s promoting this.”

 

Thanks!

 

Barb Clawson

Mayor’s Assistant/Council Secretary

1800 W. Old Shakopee Road

Bloomington, MN  55431

952-563-8786

bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov
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Phone Calls received and answered by Jim Gates 

 
 

4-30-2015 Larry Frost 952-949-6131 

Left voicemail – Larry said he can’t find anything on the website regarding Organized Collection. 

Told him about search engine on front page of website. 

 

4-30-2015 Daryl Bischoff 612-492-0207 (office) 

Financial Planner. Wanted to know status of Organized Collection. Gave him a synopsis over the 

phone. Referred him to website and told him about May 4, agenda item. 

 

5-1-2015 Mary Olson 952-835-1539 

Lives on Briar Road. Re:Garbage Change. Republic is their hauler; have a small garbage at a  

good rate. Called her back and said small cart would be offered as well as subscription rates for yard 

waste, bulky items, organics and electronic waste. More interest than opposition. 

 

5-1-2015 Joel Jennissen 612-423-1574 

Vote Tally from 4-23-2015 Open House.  Told him to contact City Clerk. 

 

5-4-2015 M. Dickey 952-881-2235 

Questions about discussion this evening. Told her the 3 options on Organizational Business 

about 8pm. She may come to Council Meeting. 

 

5-4-2015 Dan Larson 612-355-0053 

Requested summary of where Organized Collection is at. Told him about the open house and 

there is an item on the City Council this evening to: 1) accept the hauler proposal, 2) go out for 

competitive prices, or 3) stop the pursuit of Organized Collection. 

 

5-4-2015 Matthew Larson 952-881-3824 

Don’t mess with open system. Amazed there is not more public comment in the process. 

Political impact from OCOC; worry about that next election. Worried about the consequences for the 

future. Wants to improve graphics for Council districts. Matt and his wife are very much against 

Organized Collection. 

 

5-4-2015 Carol Jernberg 952-941-2919 

When will Organic Recycling be available? Told her when Hennepin County has the capability to 

handle a city the size of Bloomington. 

 

 



Email Log 4/20/15 – 4/29/15 

 

 

To:  moranz@q.com 

Cc:  Dargan, Denise <ddargan@BloomingtonMN.gov>; Clawson, Barbara 

<bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov>; Keel, Karl kkeel@BloomingtonMN.gov 

Subject:  RE: OCOC 

Attached:  2-19-15 OCOC Mtg 1 held Tue Feb 10 ASPPROVED MINUTES.docx 

 

Mr. Moranz, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

The minutes of the previous OCOC meeting are completed between each meeting and are approved at 

the next OCOC meeting.  Attached are the minutes for meeting one. 

 

There will also be an open house regarding the possibility of organized collection starting in 

Bloomington at the Public Works Building, 1700 W. 98
th

 St., on April 23, 2015 from  4 to 7 PM.  Parking 

is available on the west side of the PW Building, or across the street at the Bloomington Civic Plaza. 

  

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

From: Mike Moranz [mailto:moranz@q.com]  
Sent: Sunday, April 19, 2015 8:18 PM 

To: Lowman, Dwayne; City-Council 
Subject: OCOC 

 

From the Bloomington weekly digest. 

“The next meeting of the Organized Collection Options Committee (OCOC) will be on 
Monday, April 20, 2015 to continue suggested options for consideration by the City 
Council as Bloomington continues to pursue the possibility of the implementation of 
organized collection. The OCOC meetings are public but there is not an opportunity to 
comment at these meetings. 

I request that you put forward an option to stop everything related to this process.  It appears that a 

small group of people is determined to force this on everyone without any substitutive reason.  I believe 
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that your committee is trying to avoid informing the public about what is happening.  I attended the 

very first meeting and the committee actually discussed the point that the more the public knows about 

this, the harder it will be to push through. 

 

The latest “Bloomington Briefing” city newsletter had absolutely no mention of the process, the costs, 

what effect it will have on billing, or even the date of the open house on the 23
rd

.  I and others I know 

have written to the local paper and they have not published our opposition letters.  They have also not 

published  the opinion of each and every member of the OCOC committee and city council as to 

whether they support this or not.  You’re doing a good job NOT informing the public.  The April 6
th

 OCOC 

meeting record does not even mention costs and the very first meeting of the OCOC(Feb 13
th

) that I and 

my wife attended, still has NO meeting minutes on the Bloomington website.  

 

Why no meeting minutes?  I believe government should not work this way and again, I and the citizens 

of Bloomington require that the option to stop everything be available for consideration by the council. 

 

 

 

To:  tcherry47@yahoo.com 

Cc:  Marfield, Dan dmarfield@BloomingtonMN.gov 

Subject:  RE: COB WEBSITE FEEDBACK 

 

T. Cherry, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

There will also be an open house regarding the possibility of organized collection starting in 

Bloomington at the Public Works Building, 1700 W. 98th St., on April 23, 2015 from  4 to 7 PM.  Parking 

is available on the west side of the PW Building, or across the street at the Bloomington Civic Plaza. 

 

Contact me anytime. 

 

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

This came from email address tcherry47@yahoo.com 

 

On 4/21/15, 11:43 AM, "website@BloomingtonMN.gov" 

<website@BloomingtonMN.gov> wrote: 

 

>I am submitting my support for an organized solid waste collection.  

>Thomas Cherry 6006 Luigi circle. 952-835-4599 

>Submitted from: 

mailto:tcherry47@yahoo.com
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>Feedback messages:  

>https://www.bloomingtonmn.gov//admin/reports/feedback 

 

To:  karyn.dubs@gmail.com 

Cc:  Colclasure, James <jcolclasure@BloomingtonMN.gov>; Larson, Kim kklarson@BloomingtonMN.gov 

Subject:  RE: Solid Waste collection 

 

Ms. Wright, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity.  Your comments 

regarding hauler experience will be reviewed as the organized collection process continues. 

 

There will also be an open house regarding the possibility of organized collection starting in 

Bloomington at the Public Works Building, 1700 W. 98th St., on April 23, 2015 from  4 to 7 PM.  Parking 

is available on the west side of the PW Building, or across the street at the Bloomington Civic Plaza. 

  

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Karyn Wright [mailto:karyn.dubs@gmail.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2015 6:12 PM 

To: Larson, Kim 

Subject: Solid Waste collection 

 

I am unable to attend the scheduled open house. Please pass my opinion along.  I switched to Waste 

Management last summer and am very unhappy about it. They use an automated arm. Half the time 

there is trash left in my can, or the can is left far from the curb or there is trash dumped out. If they got 

out of their trucks as the smaller haulers do, this would not happen. 

 We live in a small cull de sac and have a very limited amount of space. Their rules state that we must 

place the cans 5 feet apart so their arm can pick up. Impossible with my space. They do not do a good 

job. PLEASE consider customer service along with price when you decide on a single hauler. I get the 

reasoning, but I am very unhappy about lack of choice. Very worried you will go with the cheapest 

option and ignore the "trashy" service of the big guys. Pick Burt's or Randy's or anyone else local! Don't 

cave to the big guy!!! 

Karyn Wright 

 

Sent from my iPad 
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To:  fvbork77@usfamily.net 

Subject:  4-23-15 Organized Collection Open House 

 

Fvbork, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

 

From: Clawson, Barbara  
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2015 11:30 AM 

To: Gates, Jim 

Cc: Dargan, Denise 
Subject: Comment on Organized Collection via Phone Call 

 

A comment to include in the packet: 

 

Josh Patrick 

9721 3
rd

 Ave. So. 

mailto:fvbork77@usfamily.net
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Do not pursue organized collection.  Likes the freedom of choosing his own hauler. 

 

Thanks! 

 

Barb Clawson 

Mayor’s Assistant/Council Secretary 

1800 W. Old Shakopee Road 

Bloomington, MN  55431 

952-563-8786 

bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

To:  bobandsheri70@comcast.net 

Subject:  Organized XCollection Open House from 4-23-15 

Attached:  4-23-15 Bloomington OPEN HOUSE FINAL.pdf 

 

Ms. Johnston 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

We had to make additional copies of the handout material, so I hope you received one.  If not , the 

handout material is attached. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well for most folks.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 

2015, where the Council will consider:  Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 
  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 
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To:  al@bongaarts.org 

Subject:  Organized collectio open house 

 

Mr. Bongaarts,  

mailto:al@bongaarts.org


Thanks for your attendance to the open house regarding organized collection in the City on April 23, 

2015 here at the Public Works building.  Regarding your question about weekly recycling, the city is 

contemplating adding additional carts at no additional cost to the residents that need them, but we do 

not have a contract to date, so this is just a suggestion for a future contract.   Eventually as recycling 

increases, there may be the need to have weekly pick-up of recyclables, but currently that weekly pick-

up is not foreseen. 

 

Thanks for your comment. 

 

Contact me anytime. 

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

 

To:  anitasweeney@juno.com 

Subject:  Organized Collection Open House fron 4-23-15 

 

Anita Sweeney, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

To:  convyd@aol.com 

Subject:  Organized Collection Open House from 4-23-15 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm
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Don Convy, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

To:  dougkuk@gmail.com 

Subject:  Organinzed Collection Open House from 4-23-15 

 

Mr. Kukluk, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

There are folks discussing the possibility of a referendum to stop the organized collection process soon.  

Whether those folks will succeed may be litigation, or up to the courts to decide. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm
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Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

To:  eccgasman@earthlink.net 

Cc:  Dargan, Denise <ddargan@BloomingtonMN.gov>; Clawson, Barbara 

bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov 

Subject:  RE: Garbage collection 

 

Eccgasman, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house  on 4-23-14, with over 200 in attendance, and it went well.  

The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the Council will 

consider: 

• Abandoning the solid waste program, 

• Accept the latest hauler proposal, or 

• Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection competitive bid 

prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Clawson, Barbara  

Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 8:50 AM 

To: Gates, Jim 

Cc: Dargan, Denise 

Subject: FW: Garbage collection 

 

Another comment. 

 

Thanks! 

 

Barb Clawson 

mailto:jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov
mailto:eccgasman@earthlink.net
mailto:bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov


Mayor’s Assistant/Council Secretary 

1800 W. Old Shakopee Road 

Bloomington, MN  55431 

952-563-8786 

bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: eccgasman [mailto:eccgasman@earthlink.net]  

Sent: Sunday, April 26, 2015 6:29 PM 

To: Winstead, Gene 

Subject: Garbage collection 

 

We feel the current garbage pick up is working fine.  At least we have the choice who we want for our 

hauler, and can switch if they start raising the rates.  Once you go to only one you are stuck with that 

one.  Why do we want to pay more government employees.  I am sure the garbage rates will go up too 

when we have no competition. 

We are happy with things the way they are, so please leave things as they are! 

 

 

To:  thompsongregg@hotmail.com 

Cc:  Dargan, Denise <ddargan@BloomingtonMN.gov>; Clawson, Barbara 

bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov 

Subject:  RE: In support of Organized Collection - Thank You! 

 

Mr. Thompson, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 
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From: Gregg Thompson [mailto:thompsongregg@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 9:13 PM 

To: Winstead, Gene; Busse, Tim; Abrams, Cynthia; Lowman, Dwayne; Carlson, Andrew; Baloga, Jack; 
Oleson, Jon 

Subject: Re: In support of Organized Collection - Thank You! 

 
Honorable Mayor & Councilmembers, 

 

Thank You again for your support and bravery in pursuing organized collection in the City of Bloomington!    

 

As I know you are aware, organized collection is in the best interest of our community. 

 

I am hopeful that negotiations with the haulers will end in a positive for the residents, the City and the 

stability of the hauler’s businesses. 

 

Thank you for your vision, your courage and your service to the betterment of our community! 

Gregg Thompson 

9124 Kell Avenue S 

Bloomington, MN 55437 

 

 

To:  gregjosephlaw@gmail.con 

Subject:  Organized Collection Open House on 4-23-15 

 

Gregjosephlaw, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

The potential job loss has been brought to the attention of the City Council.  The Council will make the 

decision soon.  

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

mailto:thompsongregg@hotmail.com
mailto:gregjosephlaw@gmail.con
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Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

To:  benson020@gmail.com 

Subject:  Organized Collection Open House fronm 4-23-15 

 

Jo Benson, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

We apologize for your negative experience at the open house last Thursday evening.  We made 

additional handouts for the open house, and if you did not receive one, it is attached to this email.  The 

staff with name tags on were the people to discuss the program, and to ask questions of as the open 

house proceeded.  Public input opportunities are also attached for your convenience. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well, although a little noisy.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on 

May 4, 2015, where the Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

To:  joshua.mahlen@gmail.com 

Subject:  Organized Collection Open House on 4-23-15 

 

Mr. Mahlen, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

mailto:jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov
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The discussion of competition and loss of a business has been discussed previously with the City Council.  

The discussion will continue next week. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

To:  planbfars@comcast.net 

Subject:  Organized collection Open House from 4-23-15 

 

Ms. Hoppe, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 
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To:  mjbsig@yahoo.com 

Subject:  RE: Organized trash collection in Bloomington 

 

Judy Sigversen, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house with over 200 in attendance, and it went well.  The next solid 

waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

From: Mjbsig [mailto:mjbsig@yahoo.com]  

Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 5:20 AM 

To: Baloga, Jack 
Cc: Winstead, Gene 

Subject: Fwd: Organized trash collection in Bloomington 

 
 

 

Sent from my iPad 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Mjbsig <mjbsig@yahoo.com> 

Date: April 22, 2015 6:18:26 PM CDT 

To: "jbaloga@BloomingtonMN.gov" <jbaloga@BloomingtonMN.gov> 

Subject: Organized trash collection in Bloomington 

 

Jack,  

Since I am unable to attend the open house meeting on Thursday, I do want to give you my opinion on 

"organized trash collection in Bloomington". 

mailto:mjbsig@yahoo.com
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I am NOT in favor of more government intrusion into our lives - taking another freedom of choice from 

all of us.  Our government should allow the free market to work and not be in the business of putting 

private businesses out of business. 

 

We are being told that the council is working to keep the costs down for us - but we all know how that 

goes - eventually, with no competition, the prices WILL rise and the citizens will have no options, as we 

do with the present system of choice which is good for consumers. 

 

Judy Sigvertsen 

6956 W. 84th Street 

Bloomington, 55438 

Sent from my iPad 

 

To:  slmagiera@q.com 

Subject:  Organized Collection Open House from 4-23-15 

 

Linda Magiera, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

There is not a contract for any entity presently.  The “missed pick-up” scenario will be addresses in any 

future contract if an organized collection program continues in the city.  It is envisioned that the missed 

pick-up would be completed within 24 hours of notification to the hauler. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

To:  gilliland@comcast.net 

Subject:  Organized Collection Open House from 4-23-15 

mailto:slmagiera@q.com
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Mark Gilliland, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

A small trash collection cart is one of the options for trash collection in the possible organized collection 

program. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

From: Gates, Jim  
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 1:00 PM 

To: 'nookmtv@comcast.net' 

Subject: Organized Collection Open House from 4-23-15 

 

Mark Veniek, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

The lack of hauler choice has come up quite often as the possibility of organized collection has been 

discussed.  We understand the comment. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm
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 Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

To:  mrnordlie@aol.com 

Cc:  Dargan, Denise <ddargan@BloomingtonMN.gov>; Clawson, Barbara 

bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov 

Subject:  RE: Garbage pick-up 

 

Mary Nordlie, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house on 4-23-15 with over 200 people in attendance, and it went 

well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the Council 

will consider: 

 Abandoning the solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

From: Mary Nordlie [mailto:mrnordlie@aol.com]  

Sent: Sunday, April 26, 2015 7:06 PM 
To: Winstead, Gene 

Subject: Garbage pick-up 
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In our neighborhood we have up to 21 trucks coming through the area on Fridays.  
I support limiting the services so there is less traffic, less damage to our streets and less noise! 
 
Thank you for supporting this process! 
 
Mary Nordlie 
7600 w. 84th Street 

 

To:  matthew.pawlowski@yahoo.com 

Subject:  Organized Collection Open House 

 

Mr. Pawlowski, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

 

 

To:  miaolson@gmail.com 

Subject:  Organized Collection Open House from 4-23-15 

 

Ms. Olson, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 
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We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

 

From: Clawson, Barbara  

Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 8:40 AM 
To: Gates, Jim 

Cc: Dargan, Denise 

Subject: FW: OCOC 

 

Please see the comment below.  I can’t remember if I already forwarded this to you or not. 

 

Thanks! 

 

Barb Clawson 

Mayor’s Assistant/Council Secretary 

1800 W. Old Shakopee Road 

Bloomington, MN  55431 

952-563-8786 

bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov 

 

From: Mike Moranz [mailto:moranz@q.com]  

Sent: Sunday, April 19, 2015 8:18 PM 
To: Lowman, Dwayne; City-Council 

Subject: OCOC 

 

From the Bloomington weekly digest. 

“The next meeting of the Organized Collection Options Committee (OCOC) will be on 
Monday, April 20, 2015 to continue suggested options for consideration by the City 
Council as Bloomington continues to pursue the possibility of the implementation of 
organized collection. The OCOC meetings are public but there is not an opportunity to 
comment at these meetings. 

mailto:jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov
mailto:bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov


I request that you put forward an option to stop everything related to this process.  It appears that a 

small group of people is determined to force this on everyone without any substitutive reason.  I believe 

that your committee is trying to avoid informing the public about what is happening.  I attended the 

very first meeting and the committee actually discussed the point that the more the public knows about 

this, the harder it will be to push through. 

 

The latest “Bloomington Briefing” city newsletter had absolutely no mention of the process, the costs, 

what effect it will have on billing, or even the date of the open house on the 23
rd

.  I and others I know 

have written to the local paper and they have not published our opposition letters.  They have also not 

published  the opinion of each and every member of the OCOC committee and city council as to 

whether they support this or not.  You’re doing a good job NOT informing the public.  The April 6
th

 OCOC 

meeting record does not even mention costs and the very first meeting of the OCOC(Feb 13
th

) that I and 

my wife attended, still has NO meeting minutes on the Bloomington website.  

 

Why no meeting minutes?  I believe government should not work this way and again, I and the citizens 

of Bloomington require that the option to stop everything be available for consideration by the council. 

 

 

 

To:  Roger and Marie Wilson (rmwilson1979@comcast.net) 

Subject:  Organized Collection Open House from 4-23-15 

 

Roger and Marie Wilson, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

Thanks for attending the open house and your comments previously.  Most of the City  Council did 

attend the open house, but were in and out with their busy schedules.  The Mayor was there most of 

the meeting, since we discussed the meeting until about 8 PM that evening.  Hope you were able to 

discuss the issue with your Council representative.  Their addresses and home phones are listed on the 

Bloomington website. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

mailto:rmwilson1979@comcast.net
http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm


Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

To:  sir.enge@yahoo.com 

Subject:  Organized Collection Open House from 4-23-15 

 

Sir Enge, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

 

 

To:  nswenner@msn.com 

Subject:  Organized Collection Open House from 4-23-15 

 

Sue Wenner, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

The city has gathered voluntarily summited invoices from all 7 haulers in the city and the hauler 

negotiated proposal is less expensive than the average of the cost  resulting from the average resulting 

from the city survey.  We have not proceeded with the development of a city contract yet, so we do not 

mailto:jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov
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know the contract specifics since the organized collection possibility is still under investigation.   We 

know there are many that support the organized collection possibility, and others are vehemently 

opposed to such action.   

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

 

To:  sunilrl@yahoo.com 

Subject:  Organized Collection Open House on 4-23-15 

 

Sunil Lachiramani, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

mailto:jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov
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Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

To:  timothy.L.dennis@gmail.com 

Subject:  Organized Collection Open House from 4-23-15 

 

Mr. Dennis, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Gates, Jim  
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 8:30 AM 
To: 'wschlemmer@aol.com' 

Cc: Dargan, Denise; Clawson, Barbara 

Subject: RE: Bloomington Resident 

 
Mr. Schlemmer,  

Thanks for your comment.  “It’s not over until it’s over”, according to the great philosopher, Yogi Berra. 

Jim 

 

 

From: William Schlemmer [mailto:wschlemmer@aol.com]  
Sent: Saturday, April 25, 2015 8:15 PM 

To: Baloga, Jack 

mailto:jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov
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Cc: Winstead, Gene; City-Council 

Subject: Bloomington Resident 

 
Thanks for responding to my e-mail concerns, the mayor and the rest of the council have been oblivious 
to community sentiment - witness the articles in the Sun Current. 
  
Please stop organized collection! 
  
b 

 

To:  timothy.L.dennis@gmail.com 

Subject:  Organized Collection Open House from 4-23-15 

 

Mr. Dennis, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

To:  b.chilson@yahoo.com 

Subject:  Organized Collection Open House from 4-23-15 

Attached:  4-23-15 Bloomington OPEN HOUSE FINAL.pdf 

 

Brenda Chilson, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

mailto:timothy.L.dennis@gmail.com
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The staff are trying to look at many components of organized collection, and try to bring the information 

to the Organized Collection Options Committee (OCOC)  and to the City Council for consideration as the 

organized collection investigation continues. 

 

We apologize for running out of handouts at about 5 PM.  Additional copies were made for distribution; 

some were black and white while others were made in color.  The Open House hand out is also attached 

for your use. 

 

The Spring Curbside Clean-up Program will continue in some form in the future.  The 2015 program is 

underway at the present time, and the 2016 program is also under contract for next year. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

To:  ehaf144@yahoo.com 

Subject:  Organized Collectio Open House from 4-23-15 

Attached:  E. Solid Waste Program Template.pdf 

 

Mr. Hafemann, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city, as well as your 

previously submitted comments .  Your comments will be logged and then passed on to the City Council 

for their use.  Please refer to the organized collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

Hopefully the attached will assist in the definition questions raised on your comment card.  If not, please 

contact me. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 

mailto:jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov
mailto:ehaf144@yahoo.com
http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm


 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

To:  readingu2@gmail.com 

Cc:  Clawson, Barbara bclawson@BloomingtonMN.gov 

Subject:  RE: garbage haulers 

 

Mr. Langseth, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime.   

 

Pardon me for being inquisitive, but are you  Russ Langseth’s  son?  If so, Russ guided Bloomington for 

many years.  I was Utilities Engineer when Russ was Director of Public Works. If not, I apologize.  

Langseth is just not a common name in Bloomington. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

From: J L [mailto:readingu2@gmail.com]  

Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 9:54 PM 

mailto:jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov
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To: City-Council 

Subject: garbage haulers 

 
I am advocating for residents to continue to choose from many haulers in the area for their garbage 

service.  In the 40+ years I have been a resident of Bloomington, I have had issues with service or price 

with a company and had the option to choose another.  This is important to me.  Smaller companies like 

Burt's would have a difficult time competing with the big nationals.  I prefer to do business myself with 

smaller, local companies.    

J. Langseth 

8620 Sheridan Avenue 

 

To:  Josh Mahlen joshua.mahlen@gmail.com 

Subject:  RE: Organized Collection Open House on 4-23-15 

 

Mr. Mahlen,  

Appreciate the response.  As an employee of Bloomington, my sentiments are to follow the City 

Council’s lead.  I hope you understand. 

Thanks. 

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

 

From: Josh Mahlen [mailto:joshua.mahlen@gmail.com]  

Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 10:09 PM 
To: Gates, Jim 

Subject: Re: Organized Collection Open House on 4-23-15 

 
Thank you for your response, Mr. Gates.  I appreciate the discussion being continued.  As a Bloomington 

resident and business owner, it would be my strong preference to see the Council abandon the 

organized solid waste program and return its attention to a competitive market-driven economic 

model.  I would ask for your support on this issue.  Thank you again for the response, Mr. Gates. 

  

Josh Mahlen 

 

On Mon, Apr 27, 2015 at 9:57 AM, Gates, Jim <jgates@bloomingtonmn.gov> wrote: 

Mr. Mahlen, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

mailto:joshua.mahlen@gmail.com
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The discussion of competition and loss of a business has been discussed previously with the City 

Council.  The discussion will continue next week. 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

         Abandoning the solid waste program, 

         Accept the latest hauler proposal, or 

         Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

Contact me anytime. 

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

From: Gates, Jim  
Sent: Tuesday, April 28, 2015 11:09 AM 

To: 'bonnel952@q.com' 

Subject: Organized Collection Open House from 4-23-15 

 

Ken Nelson, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

Bloomington is presently in the investigation stage of the possible implementation of organized 

collection in the city.   We have heard from many people that are concerned about the lack of choice for 

haulers, that is why May 4, 2015 is an important Council Meeting for the public to make their voices 

heard. 

 

tel:952-563-8730
tel:952-563-4868
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We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

 

To:  kyle.dahlen@gmail.com 

Subject:  Organized Collection Open House from 4-23-15 

 

Kyle Dahlen, 

the organized collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

Don’t know your address, so would suggest using the City district layout and look up your Council 

representative for contact from this webpage: https://www.bloomingtonmn.gov/city-council .  If you 

have trouble making a connection, please let me know. 

 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

mailto:jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov
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To:  lnorgard@lnmn1d.com 

Subject:  Organized Collection Open House from 4-23-15 

 

Lori Norgard, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

The organized collection program does address an organics collection program, but an organics program 

is still in the formulation stage, and may not be implemented right away, if organized collection is 

approved in the city in the upcoming months.  More to follow there. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To:  pcarver@pcbackup.us 

Subject:  Organized collection Open House from 4-23-15 

 

Pat Carver, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 
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We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

 

To:  pdolson@q.com 

Subject:  Organized Collection Open House from 4-23-15 

 

Mr. Olson, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

Appreciate your comments from your comment card regarding carbon footprint reduction, noise, road 

wear, and a small interest group desiring a change.  We as staff are moving forward as directed by the 

City Council.  A study from U of M, at Mankato has shown that one trash truck has the equivalent of 

1200 single passenger vehicles.  Another good study completed for the Minnesota Pollution Control 

Agency in 2006 is the Analysis of Waste Collection Service Arrangements, as a source of information for 

your research.  

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

mailto:jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov
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Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

To:  randywacs@aol.com 

Subject:  Organized Collection Open House from 4-23-15 

Attached:  4-23-15 Bloomington OPEN HOUSE FINAL.pdf 

 

Randy Sutter, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

Bloomington is in the investigation stage for the possible implementation of organized collection of the 

various solid waste components including trash, recyclables, yard waste (seasonal), bulky items, and 

organics.   That is why folks are encouraged to attend the City Council meeting on May 4,2015 when 

Council may act on the items listed below. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

To:  russ@imdt.com 

Subject:  Organized Collection Open House from 4-23-15 

 

Mr. Burnison, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 
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The following is in response to your specific comments: 

 Regarding bad service:  Although a contact has not been drafted yet, it is contemplated 

that liquidate damages will be part of ant contract to penalize haulers forbad service. 

 20 bags of leaves:  There is a price given for each bag of materials beyond the normal 

yard waste limit. 

 Lid open:  That is to be addressed as “normal service.” 

 Branches will be addressed in conjunction with yard waste as a subscription service on a 

per household basis. 

Thanks for the comments.  Hope the responses assist in understanding. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

To:  susan.boyle@comcast.net 

Subject:  Organized Collection Open House from 4-23-15 

 

Susan Boyle, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

Bloomington is still in the investigation stage of the possibility of organized collection being 

implemented in the city, so can’t answer your specific questions on your comment card from last 

Thursday.  The hauler negotiated hauler proposal was submitted by the consent of all 7-haulers licensed 

in the city, so the hauler customer base remains the same, and the haulers themselves would divide up 

the city in accordance with their base customer count.  Poor service would have to be addressed as part 

of a future contact that is not available at the present time.  Sorry we cannot address your questions yet. 

 

mailto:jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov
mailto:susan.boyle@comcast.net
http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm


We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

To:  craigwendylokke@yahoo.com 

Subject:  Organized CollectionOpen House from 4-23-15 

 

Wendy Lokke, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

 

Bloomington is presently in the investigation stage for organized collection of solid waste.  Much 

appreciate your comments. 

 

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

 

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

mailto:jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov
mailto:craigwendylokke@yahoo.com
http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm
mailto:jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov


 

To:  fvbork77@usfamily.net 

Subject:  RE: 4-23-15 Organized Collection Open House 

 

Mr. Bork,  

Thanks for your additional comments.  We’ll log the comments, and pass them on for consideration by 

the City Council. Hope to see folks at the Council meeting on May 4, 2015.  Currently the larger concerns 

are price, and limiting the number of trash trucks on “garbage day” in the 5-districts we have across the 

city. 

 

Take care. 

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

 

 

 

From: fvbork77@usfamily.net [mailto:fvbork77@usfamily.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, April 28, 2015 9:13 PM 

To: Gates, Jim 
Subject: Re: 4-23-15 Organized Collection Open House 

 

Jim Gates, 
Thanks for replying.  Here are some added comments. 
  
PLEASE DO NOT change the present trash pickup system that is working in Bloomington. It isn’t broke 
so it doesn’t need fixing. 
Taking away my choice of provider will compromise my excellent service.  If I wasn’t getting the 
exceptional service I needed I could change to a provider that would meet my expectations 
Putting another layer of bureaucracy between the customer and provider will add a roadblock in the 
resolving of problems and conflicts. 
Adding a layer of city red tape in the bill paying process will add to the cost and inefficiency. 
Cheaper isn’t always better.  Trying to drive down the cost will compromise service. 
There is NO benefit to me by changing to ‘Organized Collection’ of my trash! 
The less meddling by the government in the personal affaires of the citizens is always beneficial to both. 
  
Thanks for considering my concerns.    
  
Fred Bork 
11025 Stanley Curve 
Bloomington, MN 55437-3339 
952-888-8520 
fvbork77@usfamily.net 
  
From: Gates, Jim  
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 9:38 AM 

To: mailto:fvbork77@usfamily.net  
Subject: 4-23-15 Organized Collection Open House 

  

mailto:fvbork77@usfamily.net
mailto:jgates@BloomingtonMN.gov
mailto:fvbork77@usfamily.net


Fvbork, 

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments 

will be logged and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized 

collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further 

information.  The site is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 

  

We had a good turnout at the open house last Thursday, with over 200 people in attendance, and it 

went well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the 

Council will consider: 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 

 Accept the latest hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection 

competitive bid prices for the recycling components 

  

Contact me anytime. 

  

Jim Gates 

Deputy Director of Public Works 

Office: 952-563-8730 

Fax: 952-563-4868 

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 

  

 

 

This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software.  

www.avast.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Reggie Boyle [mailto:reggie.boyle@comcast.net]  

Sent: Tuesday, April 28, 2015 8:34 PM 
To: Tim Busse 

Cc: Baloga, Jack; Abrams, Cynthia; Gates, Jim 

Subject: RE: Organized Trash Collection 

 
Tim, 
 
Thanks very much for getting back to us.  Now everyone on my email list has got back to us 
except our own Councilmember, Mr. Baloga, despite the email having been addressed to him!! 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm
mailto:jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov
http://www.avast.com/
http://www.avast.com/


 
We were very ably assisted by Jim Gates and Cynthia Abrams, and attended last week’s 
meeting on the subject.  Many of our questions were answered and many of our concerns seem 
to have been addressed, so we are now awaiting the decision of the council as to what system 
will serve us best.  The council has served us well in the past, and it seems that the situation is 
no different now. 
 
Thanks and best wishes, 
Reggie and Susan Boyle 
 
 
From: Tim Busse [mailto:timbusse@hotmail.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, April 28, 2015 3:55 PM 

To: Reggie Boyle 
Subject: RE: *** Trash Haulers *** 

Importance: High 

 
Hi Reggie and Susan. Thanks for your note and I apologize for the delay in getting back to you. I filed 
your e-mail in an incorrect folder and just found it again today. 

 

As you can imagine, I’ve received dozens of calls and e-mails regarding organized collection. I appreciate 
your input and I’ll certainly take your note into consideration as the Council continues discussions on this. 

 

Thanks again, 

 

Tim 

 

 

 
From: reggie.boyle@comcast.net 

To: jbaloga@bloomingtonmn.gov 

CC: gwinstead@bloomingtonmn.gov; tbusse@bloomingtonmn.gov; cabrams@bloomingtonmn.gov; 

susan.boyle@comcast.net 

Subject: *** Trash Haulers *** 

Date: Sun, 15 Mar 2015 18:27:13 -0500 

Dear Mr. Baloga, and other worthy Council Members, 
  
We have recently been contacted by a lobby group representing the trash haulers of our district, 
and they say that you have been considering a move to centralized, city-wide, no choice trash 
hauling.  Now, this may very well be an excellent idea, but you have told us nothing about it, so 
1.) we don’t like the thought of such a major change being made without the opportunity for 
input, and 2.) we have recently moved to the inestimable Garbage Man, who charges us only 
about $23 per month for full service trash and re-cycling, which seems like a pretty good deal 
which you would need to beat in order to convince us that a change is a good idea.  Our country 
is founded on free enterprise, multiple choices and the ability to change horses when we feel 
like it, for whatever reason (logical or not), and a municipal trash service (such as I have 
experienced in the UK and other European countries) can very quickly turn into a thoroughly 
unpleasant experience.  Not least, once someone has a monopoly, they can go on strike for 
more money and leave trash piling up on the sidewalk for weeks until they get it.  We like the 

mailto:reggie.boyle@comcast.net
mailto:jbaloga@bloomingtonmn.gov
mailto:gwinstead@bloomingtonmn.gov
mailto:tbusse@bloomingtonmn.gov
mailto:cabrams@bloomingtonmn.gov
mailto:susan.boyle@comcast.net


idea of families and small groups of people investing in a good business, working hard, 
providing good service at a reasonable price, and reaping the rewards if they get it right. 
  
Please note that we are not averse to a well-reasoned argument, but that is what you are going 
to have to make if you want us to agree.  We recommend a city-wide referendum on the 
subject.  In fact, we request it. 
  
Thank you. 
  
Reggie and Susan Boyle 

6840 W 83rd Street Terrace 

Bloomington, MN 55438 
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Colclasure, James

From: Gates, Jim

Sent: Tuesday, May 05, 2015 11:15 AM

To: 'Paul Dahlberg'

Subject: RE: Questions from Neighborhood Watch Group

Attachments: 4-30-15 Foth Memo Summary of Negotiations - Final as of 4-30-15.pdf; 5-4-15 OCOC 

- May 4 2015 CC - Final.pptx

Mr. Dahlberg, 
Most of the comments that included the responses in red still apply.  The consultant memo was also on the City Council 
agenda page.  Perhaps this could assist for your questions. 
 
The hauler proposal assumes a 5‐year contract, and with good performance (metrics yet to be defined) there could be a 
5‐year extension. 
 
The City Council directed staff to focus on Option 1 last evening.  The PowerPoint from the Council meeting is also 
attached for your use.  People can also view the Council meeting via the Bloomington website 
 
If there are other unanswered questions, give me a call and we can discuss specific issues. 
Jim Gates 
Deputy Director of Public Works 
Office: 952‐563‐8730 
Fax: 952‐563‐4868 
Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 
 
 
 
From: Paul Dahlberg [mailto:paulandbev@earthlink.net]  
Sent: Monday, May 04, 2015 8:31 PM 
To: Gates, Jim 
Subject: RE: Questions from Neighborhood Watch Group 

 
I had already reviewed the information on the web site and the documents you attached.  Please let me know who I might 
be able to discuss these issues with. Some are just facts that should be able to be answered now.   
 
Thanks 
 
Paul Dahlberg 

-----Original Message-----  
From: "Gates, Jim"  
Sent: May 4, 2015 10:59 AM  
To: 'Paul Dahlberg'  
Subject: RE: Questions from Neighborhood Watch Group  
 

Bev and Paul Dahlberg, 
Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments will be logged and 
then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized collection webpage at: 
http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further information.  The site 
is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 
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The specific items mentioned below are yet to be addressed. 
  
We had a good turnout at the open house on Thursday,4‐23‐15, with over 200 people in attendance, and it went 
well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the Council will consider: 
�             Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 
�             Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 
�             Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection competitive bid prices for the 
recycling components 
  
Contact me anytime. 
Jim Gates 
Deputy Director of Public Works 
Office: 952‐563‐8730 
Fax: 952‐563‐4868 
Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 
  
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Paul Dahlberg [mailto:paulandbev@earthlink.net]  
Sent: Sunday, May 03, 2015 7:58 PM 
To: Organized Collection 
Subject: Questions from Neighborhood Watch Group 
  
  
  
  
Regards, 
  
PaulJim Gates 
Deputy Director Public Works 
  
Dear Mr Gates, 
  
There are a number of questions that came up at our neighborhood watch meeting.  Could you answer them based on 
current status? If anticipated status is different could you also note that? 
  
1). Currently several in our neighborhood go away for extended periods in the winter.  Currently the trash haulers credit 
them for the time away if they call and don't have service during that period.  Will this policy continue under the 
proposal or will all residents have to pay for 12 months even if they only use it for 7 to 11 months out of the 
year?  Snowbirds will be addressed. 
  
2). Are both organics and Yard waste individually selected options?  Yes. 
  
3). Some companies participate in recycling programs that provide benefits to residents who recycle.  Will those 
programs be expanded or will they disappear? Yet to be determined 
  
4). Will the proposed rate remain the same for all 7 years?  Contract not completed yet. 
  
5). Some haulers currently charge surcharge fees for changes in gas prices. Will these assessments go away and the price 
is strictly fixed? No contract yet. 
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6). When negotiating rates we were told some of the recycling charge goes to the city.  Is this true?  If so, will the city fee 
remain the same as now, and what is that fee?  No contract yet. 
  
7). Is weekly recycling required fee for all if implemented or can individual's choose frequency of service? No contract 
yet. 
  
8). Have you considered a Dutch auction where the haulers bid against each other to provide the lowest cost?  This is 
very effective in the business world. Yes, but is not legal in this case. 
  
9). Are there any other details provided by haulers besides the rates provided in the April 23 Organized Collections 
Handout?  If so could you provide those?  No contract yet. 
  
Regards, 
  
Paul 
 
Regards, 

 

Paul 
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Colclasure, James

To: Bob Howard

Subject: RE: Organized collection

Attachments: 4-30-15 Foth Memo Summary of Negotiations - Final as of 4-30-15.pdf; 5-4-15 OCOC 

- May 4 2015 CC - Final.pptx

Scarbourgh Woods Association, 
Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments will be logged and 
then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized collection webpage at: 
http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further information.  The site 
is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 
 
We had a good turnout at the open house on Thursday, 4‐23‐15, with over 200 people in attendance, and it went 
well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the Council considered:  Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection competitive bid prices 
for the recycling components 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program. 
 
The City Council directed staff to move forward with the first option which is to work with the latest Hauler 
Proposal.  The attached is a summary memo of the results of that proposal.  There are always opportunities to 
comment, and the Council has not made a definitive decision yet.  A Public Hearing is to be scheduled for June 
1, 2015.  The notices will be posted in the Sun‐Current and on the Bloomington website.  Also attached is the 
Powerpoint for the discussion at Council last night.  The Council meeting  can also be viewed from the 
Bloomington website by clicking on government first, then City Council, the Council meetings. 
 
The base of the proposal is trash and recycling.  Yard waste, bulky items, organics, and electronics are offered 
as subscription services since all households will not pick those options on an ongoing basis.  The hauler 
proposal includes a 2% cap increase every other year, so we do not want the prices getting out‐of‐hand. 
 
Bloomington has known there would be “opt‐out” requests, but the City Council has yet to decide to 
implement organized collection, so without further direction by the Council, we will postpone the “opt‐out” 
discussion until there is firm direction and contract negotiations begin. 
 
Hope this information helps. 
 
Contact me anytime. 
  
Jim Gates 
Deputy Director of Public Works 
Office: 952‐563‐8730 
Fax: 952‐563‐4868 
Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 
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From: Bob Howard [mailto:howardfong@comcast.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, May 05, 2015 10:09 AM 
To: Lowman, Dwayne; Organized Collection; Abrams, Cynthia; Busse, Tim 
Subject: Organized collection 

 
Dear City of Bloomington 
 
I have been designated by the Scarborough Woods Association to contact the city to express our collective position on the 
organized collection system currently being considered.  Our association is a group of 35 homes on Toledo Circle, 
Scarborough Circle and Scarborough Road.  About 4 years ago we decided as a group to implement organized collection 
on our own initiative. Our goals were to reduce the number of trucks coming through our neighborhood, reduce our price, 
and increase the level of service for those members dissatisfied with their current hauler.   
 
I contacted several of the haulers and we picked Burt’s as our preferred association hauler.  I was able to negotiate a 
special reduced “Scarborough Woods rate” for our members.  Initially, we were able to secure 24 out of 35 
households.  That number has increased over the years as contracts our members had signed with other haulers 
expired.  Our ultimate goal is to have all our homeowners with a single hauler. 
 
Our concern is that the city will carve up the city between the 7 members of the collective and that we will be forced to do 
business with a less desirable hauler.  Our members uniformly speak very highly of the service provided by Burt’s. They 
have been flexible and responsive.  Our collective experience is that the other haulers do not provide the level of service 
and commitment we now enjoy with Burt’s.  We also prefer to do our business with a local family owned company rather 
than a large corporate entity. 
 
If the city does go forward with OC our association would like you to consider allowing an “opt out” for groups like our 
that already have implemented OC on their own initiative. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and feel free to contact me with any questions or comments. 
 

Bob Howard 
10218 Toledo Circle 
Bloomington, MN 55437 
952‐897‐3620 
howardfong@comcast.net 
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Colclasure, James

From: Keel, Karl

Sent: Thursday, May 07, 2015 9:56 AM

To: 'Dan Hallberg'

Cc: Gates, Jim

Subject: RE: Presentation of interim OCOC report at City Council 5-4-15

Attachments: Hallberg OC  Email - Response.doc

Mr. Hallberg: 
 
Thank you for your questions.  Please see my responses in the attached document.  Please contact me if I can be of any 
more assistance. 
 
Karl Keel 
 
From: Dan Hallberg [mailto:dphallberg@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, May 05, 2015 5:41 PM 
To: Organized Collection; Larson, Kim 
Subject: Presentation of interim OCOC report at City Council 5-4-15 

 
Karl, I watched your report to the Council last evening re the OC project. Here are some questions that I would 
like answered: 
 

1. I live in a townhouse association where we have a single hauler paid monthly by our association.  I 
understand that via MN Statute 115A.94 we are exempt from the OC project and can continue with our 
present hauler arrangement now and in the future.  Is this correct? 

2. Does the 26,000 households cited in the report include association households?  How many households 
in associations like mine? 

3. In the Bloomington Current Open Hauling Rates page, you list Competitive Cities and Negotiated 
Cities.  Can you list those for me?   

4. The Council voted 6-1 for Option 1, and we have a negotiated rate of $18.42.  Why can’t we ask for an 
RFP (Option 2) and then compare it with the rates with Option 1?  Bloomington residents should be 
allowed to see both compared.  To me, this is required due diligence by the OCOC.   

5. Comment:  Be careful when using the Bloomington Open Hauler Rate to project $13,000,000 savings 
for the 26,000 residents.  i don’t think your sample is statistically accurate.  I’ve lived in a single family 
home for 42 years and have never paid anything near $26.42 per month.  My last 4 years averaged $15 
per month. My guess is you heard more from residents who are annoyed by their high rates and less 
from people who don’t want anyone else to know how low their rate is.   

6. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Thanks, 
Dan Hallberg 
9425 Woodbridge Rd  
952-541-0352 
sent from my MacBook Pro 
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Colclasure, James

From: Paul Dahlberg <paulandbev@earthlink.net>

Sent: Tuesday, May 05, 2015 11:57 AM

To: Gates, Jim

Subject: RE: Questions from Neighborhood Watch Group

My apologies, I did not see the responses below previously.  Thank you for being patient with me I really appreciate it. 
 
Regards, 
 
Paul 

-----Original Message-----  
From: "Gates, Jim"  
Sent: May 5, 2015 11:14 AM  
To: 'Paul Dahlberg'  
Subject: RE: Questions from Neighborhood Watch Group  
 
 

Mr. Dahlberg, 
Most of the comments that included the responses in red still apply.  The consultant memo was also on the City Council 
agenda page.  Perhaps this could assist for your questions. 
  
The hauler proposal assumes a 5‐year contract, and with good performance (metrics yet to be defined) there could be a 
5‐year extension. 
  
The City Council directed staff to focus on Option 1 last evening.  The PowerPoint from the Council meeting is also 
attached for your use.  People can also view the Council meeting via the Bloomington website 
  
If there are other unanswered questions, give me a call and we can discuss specific issues. 
Jim Gates 
Deputy Director of Public Works 
Office: 952‐563‐8730 
Fax: 952‐563‐4868 
Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 
  
  
From: Paul Dahlberg [mailto:paulandbev@earthlink.net]  
Sent: Monday, May 04, 2015 8:31 PM 
To: Gates, Jim 
Subject: RE: Questions from Neighborhood Watch Group 
  
I had already reviewed the information on the web site and the documents you attached.  Please let me know who I might 
be able to discuss these issues with. Some are just facts that should be able to be answered now.   
 
Thanks 
 
Paul Dahlberg 

-----Original Message-----  
From: "Gates, Jim"  
Sent: May 4, 2015 10:59 AM  
To: 'Paul Dahlberg'  
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Subject: RE: Questions from Neighborhood Watch Group  
 
 

 
Bev and Paul Dahlberg, 
Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments will be logged and 
then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized collection webpage at: 
http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further information.  The site 
is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 
  
The specific items mentioned below are yet to be addressed. 
  
We had a good turnout at the open house on Thursday,4‐23‐15, with over 200 people in attendance, and it went 
well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the Council will consider: 
�             Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program, 
�             Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 
�             Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection competitive bid prices for the 
recycling components 
  
Contact me anytime. 
Jim Gates 
Deputy Director of Public Works 
Office: 952‐563‐8730 
Fax: 952‐563‐4868 
Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 
  
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Paul Dahlberg [mailto:paulandbev@earthlink.net]  
Sent: Sunday, May 03, 2015 7:58 PM 
To: Organized Collection 
Subject: Questions from Neighborhood Watch Group 
  
  
  
  
Regards, 
  
PaulJim Gates 
Deputy Director Public Works 
  
Dear Mr Gates, 
  
There are a number of questions that came up at our neighborhood watch meeting.  Could you answer them based on 
current status? If anticipated status is different could you also note that? 
  
1). Currently several in our neighborhood go away for extended periods in the winter.  Currently the trash haulers credit 
them for the time away if they call and don't have service during that period.  Will this policy continue under the 
proposal or will all residents have to pay for 12 months even if they only use it for 7 to 11 months out of the 
year?  Snowbirds will be addressed. 
  
2). Are both organics and Yard waste individually selected options?  Yes. 
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3). Some companies participate in recycling programs that provide benefits to residents who recycle.  Will those 
programs be expanded or will they disappear? Yet to be determined 
  
4). Will the proposed rate remain the same for all 7 years?  Contract not completed yet. 
  
5). Some haulers currently charge surcharge fees for changes in gas prices. Will these assessments go away and the price 
is strictly fixed? No contract yet. 
  
6). When negotiating rates we were told some of the recycling charge goes to the city.  Is this true?  If so, will the city fee 
remain the same as now, and what is that fee?  No contract yet. 
  
7). Is weekly recycling required fee for all if implemented or can individual's choose frequency of service? No contract 
yet. 
  
8). Have you considered a Dutch auction where the haulers bid against each other to provide the lowest cost?  This is 
very effective in the business world. Yes, but is not legal in this case. 
  
9). Are there any other details provided by haulers besides the rates provided in the April 23 Organized Collections 
Handout?  If so could you provide those?  No contract yet. 
  
Regards, 
  
Paul 
  
Regards, 

  

Paul 

  

 
Regards, 

 

Paul 
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Colclasure, James

From: Gates, Jim

Sent: Tuesday, May 05, 2015 12:38 PM

To: 'Jean Bielke-Rodenbiker'

Subject: RE: "Organized" collection

Attachments: 4-30-15 Foth Memo Summary of Negotiations - Final as of 4-30-15.pdf; 5-4-15 OCOC 

- May 4 2015 CC - Final.pptx

Jean Bielke‐Rodenbiker, 
Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here in the city.  Your comments will be logged and 
then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized collection webpage at: 
http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm , for further information.  The site 
is periodically updated regarding organized collection activity. 
 
We had a good turnout at the open house on Thursday, 4‐23‐15, with over 200 people in attendance, and it went 
well.  The next solid waste activity will be at the City Council meeting on May 4, 2015, where the Council considered:  Accept the latest negotiated hauler proposal, or 

 Proceed with a competitive process to secure additional organized collection competitive bid prices 
for the recycling components 

 Abandoning the organized collection solid waste program. 
 
The City Council directed staff to move forward with the first option which is to work with the latest Hauler 
Proposal.  The attached is a summary memo of the results of that proposal.  There are always opportunities to 
comment, and the Council has not made a definitive decision yet.  A Public Hearing is to be scheduled for June 
1, 2015.  The notices will be posted in the Sun‐Current and on the Bloomington website.  Also attached is the 
powerpoint for the discussion at Council last night.  The Council meeting  can also be viewed from the 
Bloomington website by clicking on government first, then City Council, the Council meetings. 
 
The base of the proposal is trash and recycling.  Yard waste, bulky items, organics, and electronics are offered 
as subscription services since all households will not pick those options on an ongoing basis.  The hauler 
proposal includes a 2% cap increase every other year, so we do not want the prices getting out‐of‐hand. 
 
Hope this information helps. 
 
Contact me anytime. 
  
Jim Gates 
Deputy Director of Public Works 
Office: 952‐563‐8730 
Fax: 952‐563‐4868 
Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov 
 
 
From: Jean Bielke-Rodenbiker [mailto:jeannebr@aol.com]  
Sent: Monday, May 04, 2015 11:25 AM 
To: Larson, Kim 
Subject: "Organized" collection 
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Hello - I am writing to voice my strong opposition to organized waste collection in Bloomington. Prices will go up, and 
service will go down.  The cost comparison that was published conveniently left out the cost of recycling and yard waste - 
perhaps to make the numbers more palatable?  
 
We had Waste Management for quite awhile before switching to Burt's.  After much research, I realized that Waste Mgmt 
was charging nearly double what Burt's does for the exact same service. Furthermore, customer service with WM was 
horrid, and Iwehave been very happy with Burt's. No more papers and garbage in the yard - if something falls from the 
truck, Burt's employees pick it up.  WM employees just drove away. 
 
There is absolutely NO reason to change the way things are done now. Even dividing it up between the carriers means 
that some neighborhoods would be stuck with Waste Mgmt rather than the company they would prefer.  Bloomington has 
more pressing problems than this, and I'm disgusted that as much time has been wasted on this issue as has been 
already.  
 
Jean Bielke-Rodenbiker  
Bloomington, MN 









































































































From: Kent Saunders

To: Gates, Jim

Subject: Re: Trash collection

Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 8:45:24 AM

I’ll be in Baltimore.  You already know where I stand, so it wouldn’t make any difference 
anyway. 

On May 13, 2015, at 8:42 AM, Gates, Jim <jgates@BloomingtonMN.gov> wrote:

Mr. Saunders,

Thanks for your reply.  What was meant by “it went well” was the folks were civil and 

presented their feelings in a courteous manner.  Mike Hanks was at the table where I 

was discussing the possible organized collection program, so I know he had a front row 

seat for the open house.

 
Most of the members of the City Council also attended the open house, and were 

engaged with folks the entire duration of the open house.  The Council is planning on 

the Public Hearing for organized collection and the affected ordinances of the City 

Code on June 1, 2015 starting tentatively at 7:45.  The Council has to order the Public 

Hearing date at the City Council meeting on May 18, 2015.

 
We hope to see you at the Public Hearing.

 
Contact me anytime.

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov

 
 
 
 

From: Kent Saunders [mailto:kently@visi.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 8:17 AM
To: Gates, Jim
Cc: Dargan, Denise; Clawson, Barbara
Subject: Re: Trash collection

 
Mr. Gates,
 
Your account:
"over 250 people in attendance, and it went well"

 
The reality, as stated in the article:
"By nearly 2-1, they trashed the single-hauler plan, often vehemently.”
 
Yeah, just plow ahead with your own agenda, in spite of what the citizens think. 

mailto:kently@visi.com
mailto:jgates@BloomingtonMN.gov
mailto:jgates@BloomingtonMN.gov
mailto:jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov
mailto:kently@visi.com


 Thanks anyway.  I gave it my best.  
 
Kent

On May 13, 2015, at 6:28 AM, Gates, Jim 
<jgates@BloomingtonMN.gov> wrote:
 
Mr. Kent Saunders,

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized collection here 

in the city.  Your comments will be logged and then passed on to the City 

Council for their use.  Please refer to the organized collection webpage 

at:http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/

organized.htm , for further information.  The site is periodically updated 

regarding organized collection activity.

 

We had a good turnout at the open house Thursday, April 23, 2015, with 

over 250 people in attendance, and it went well.   At the May 4, 2015 

Council meeting, the Council directed staff to proceed to move forward 

using the possible acceptance of the latest negotiated hauler proposal for 

use at the Public Hearing on June 1, 2015.

 

Contact me anytime.

 

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov

 

 

 

From: Kent Saunders [mailto:kently@visi.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 12, 2015 9:02 PM
To: Gates, Jim
Cc: Dargan, Denise; Clawson, Barbara
Subject: Re: Trash collection

 
Bloomington City Council Members,
 
I hope at some point, that all of you will pay attention to what is 
stated in this Star Tribune article:
http://www.startribune.com/single-hauler-trash-pickup-plan-rouses-
bloomington-residents/303233391/
 
It appears now is not the point your paying attention might occur.  
Even Mayor Winstead doesn’t get it, as the comment in this article 
suggests.  In spite of 2-1 vehement opposition against your garbage 
management plan, you continue on the path.  
  

mailto:jgates@BloomingtonMN.gov
http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm
http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm
mailto:jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov
mailto:kently@visi.com
http://www.startribune.com/single-hauler-trash-pickup-plan-rouses-bloomington-residents/303233391/
http://www.startribune.com/single-hauler-trash-pickup-plan-rouses-bloomington-residents/303233391/


The majority of us don’t want your government management.  We 
want the choice that we have now.  
 
Kent Saunders

On Apr 7, 2015, at 9:44 AM, Gates, Jim 
<jgates@BloomingtonMN.gov> wrote:
 
Mr. Saunders,

Thanks for your comments on the possibility of organized 

collection here in the city.  Your comments will be logged 

and then passed on to the City Council for their use.  Please 

refer to the organized collection webpage at: 

http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/

organized/organized.htm , for further information.  The site 

is periodically updated regarding organized collection 

activity.

 

The organized collection possibility is still in the investigation

 stage.  Bloomington has gone through hauler negotiations 

with the seven licensed haulers n the city.  The "final" 

proposal by the haulers was submitted yesterday afternoon. 

 We are analyzing that proposal at the present time.

 

There are a numbers of steps to be taken if or when 

organized collection of solid waste materials is enacted.  Any

 proposal has to include a public hearing before any form of 

organized collection is implemented.

 

There will also be an open house regarding the possibility of 

organized collection starting in Bloomington at the Public 

Works Building, 1700 W. 98th St., on April 23, 2015 from  4

 to 7 PM.  Parking is available on the west side of the PW 

Building, or across the street at the Bloomington Civic Plaza.

Contact me anytime.

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov

 

 

 

-----Original Message-----

From: Kent Saunders [mailto:kently@visi.com]

Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 10:10 PM

To: City-Council

mailto:jgates@BloomingtonMN.gov
http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm
http://bloomingtonmn.gov/main_top/3_homecomm/trash/organized/organized.htm
mailto:jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov
mailto:kently@visi.com


Subject: Trash collection

 

Bloomington City Council, 

 

It has become known to me, that you are working on 

replacing the current system of trash hauling, with a single 

hauler that will be chosen by you, the Bloomington city 

council.  I am quite pleased with my hauler, the price of the 

services provided, and am especially pleased that I have a 

choice in the matter of who will pick up my trash and 

recyclables.  The worst experiences I had, were with the big 

name national haulers, Waste Management and BMI, which 

would likely be at the top of your list as candidates for your 

hauler of choice.  I implore you to leave the system as it is 

now, so that I may retain my hauler!  I do NOT understand 

how you could have done this, without consulting the 

citizens, especially given the costs that will be incurred in this

 process.  I now live alone, and am considering selling my 

house.  I was giving strong consideration a smaller house in 

Bloomington, but I assure you that your decision will 

influence what community I decide to live in.  I think you can 

fill in the blanks.

 

Regards,

Kent Saunders

10117 Yukon Ave. So.











From: Gates, Jim

To: "Dugan, Peter @ Minneapolis"

Subject: RE: June 1 public hearing on organized collection

Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 11:39:27 AM

Mr. Dugan,

We’ll discuss it at the May 18, 2015 Council meeting, but I’m guessing it will be 7:30 to 7:45.

Thanks.

Jim

 

From: Dugan, Peter @ Minneapolis [mailto:Peter.Dugan@cbre.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 11:27 AM
To: Gates, Jim; Carr, Danielle @ Minneapolis
Subject: June 1 public hearing on organized collection

 
hi Jim, the website announced the meeting but I couldn't find a time. Could you send that to
 me? Thanks
 
 
 
Peter J. Dugan
CBRE | Retail Brokerage Services / 24-7
4400 West 78th Street, Suite 200 
Minneapolis, MN 55435
D +1 952 924 4806 | M +1 612 859 7650
peter.dugan@cbre.com | www.cbre.com/peter.dugan | www.cbre.com/retail24-7
 
Sent via mobile 

mailto:/O=COB ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=JIM GATES
mailto:Peter.Dugan@cbre.com
mailto:peter.dugan@cbre.com
http://www.cbre.com/peter.dugan
http://www.cbre.com/retail24-7


From: Larson, Kim

To: "Plutt, B. (Bill)"

Cc: Keel, Karl; Gates, Jim

Subject: RE: Scan

Date: Thursday, May 14, 2015 1:50:04 PM

Attachments: Scan.pdf

Thank you for your email.  I am copying Karl Keel per your request.  Have a great day!

Kim Larson | Office Supervisor

City of Bloomington | Public Works Department

1700 West 98th Street | Bloomington, MN 55431

Main 952-563-4581 | Direct 952-563-4653

kklarson@BloomingtonMN.gov 

-----Original Message-----

From: Plutt, B. (Bill) [mailto:Bill.Plutt@voya.com]

Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2015 1:42 PM

To: Larson, Kim

Subject: FW: Scan

Please forward this email onto Director Karl Keel

Mr. Keel,

Let me preface my comments that I am very much in favor of the single trash hauler concept and have been for many years

 however I question the current $26.72/mo. average cost cited in the StarTribune article.  I do not know a single residence

 whose rate is that high and it has been a topic of conversation many time over the years.  Please see the attached rate I pay with

 Randy's, $7.61/mo. AFTER taxes.

I implore the Bloomington City council to leverage better rates from the haulers.  Right now it has the appearance of the cart

 leading the horse or to put it another way, the garbage hauler leading the council

Thanks,

Bill Plutt

8700 Sandro Road South

Bloomington, MN  55438

---------------------------------------------------------

NOTICE: The information contained in this electronic mail message is confidential and intended only for certain recipients.  If

 you are not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, reproduction, distribution or other use of this

 communication and any attachments is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the

 sender by reply transmission and delete the message without copying or disclosing it.

============================================================================================

mailto:/O=COB ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=KIM LARSON
mailto:Bill.Plutt@voya.com
mailto:kkeel@BloomingtonMN.gov
mailto:jgates@BloomingtonMN.gov
mailto:Bill.Plutt@voya.com


From: Verbrugge, Jamie

To: "Plutt, B. (Bill)"

Cc: Gates, Jim; Keel, Karl

Subject: RE: Scan

Date: Thursday, May 14, 2015 2:03:05 PM

Mr. Plutt,

Thank you for your email. The $26 figure was drawn from review of nearly 300 invoices submitted by
 residents. We have seen a wide range of actual billing rates. We recognize that is not a statistically
 valid sample but it is verifiable based on what willing residents have volunteered. One of the
 challenges in negotiating with the consortium of haulers is that they are not required to share their
 actual billing info with us, so it is difficult to pinpoint what that number is for the whole community.
 We do however have information for other cities that have negotiated agreements with haulers and
 those that have gone to RFP. The current negotiated rate we are working with is lower than the average
 of what has been negotiated in other communities. And while there is a likelihood that a RFP process
 would result in a lower rate than currently being discussed, the council has directed us to proceed with
 a structure that would preserve market share for the existing haulers at a reasonable price for the most
 residents.

Hopefully this helps your understanding of a very complex issue. I've copied Jim Gates and Karl Keel
 in our Public Works Department on this email. Jim and Karl are the experts on our staff regarding this
 process. If you have additional questions, they will be happy to answer them.

Thank you for sharing your thoughts with us.

Jamie Verbrugge
City Manager

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

-----Original Message-----
From: Plutt, B. (Bill) [Bill.Plutt@voya.com]
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2015 01:46 PM Central Standard Time
To: City Manager
Subject: FW: Scan

Please forward this email on to Jamie Verbrugge

Mr. Verbrugge,

Let me preface my comments that I am very much in favor of the single trash hauler concept and have been for many years

 however I question the current $26.72/mo. average cost cited in the StarTribune article.  I do not know a single resident whose

 rate is that high and it has been a topic of conversation many time over the years.  Please see the attached rate I pay with

 Randy's, $7.61/mo. AFTER taxes.

I implore the city staff and Bloomington City Council to leverage better rates from the haulers.  Right now it has the appearance

 of the cart leading the horse or to put it another way, the garbage hauler leading the council

Thanks,

Bill Plutt

8700 Sandro Road South

mailto:/O=COB ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=VERBRUGGE, JAMIE9AF
mailto:Bill.Plutt@voya.com
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Bloomington, MN  55438

---------------------------------------------------------

NOTICE: The information contained in this electronic mail message is confidential and intended only for certain recipients.  If

 you are not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, reproduction, distribution or other use of this

 communication and any attachments is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the

 sender by reply transmission and delete the message without copying or disclosing it.

============================================================================================

























From: Juhl, Erik

To: Gates, Jim

Cc: Marfield, Dan

Subject: Feedback for OCOC received via Facebook

Date: Monday, May 04, 2015 8:45:12 AM

Attachments: image003.jpg

OC feedback received via Facebook on the evening of April 30:

 

"We are totally against the proposal for organized trash pick up. We are unable to attend the

 meeting on the fourth. We like the right to choice our own company for pick up. Just wrong to put

 people out of business."

 

-          "James Nancy Stinson"

-          No email or physical address provided

-          We are able to send another message via Facebook if you wish it

 

 

 

mailto:/O=COB ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ERIK JUHL
mailto:jgates@BloomingtonMN.gov
mailto:dmarfield@BloomingtonMN.gov


 

 

 

 

 

 

Erik

 

 

 

 

 

/* ------------------------------------------------------

    Erik Juhl, Web Coordinator

    Communications Division

    City of Bloomington      

    952-563-8712

   ------------------------------------------------------ */

 



From: Verbrugge, Jamie

To: "Sunny Ray"; City-Council

Cc: Gates, Jim; Keel, Karl

Subject: RE: We are in favor of organized garbage collection

Date: Monday, May 18, 2015 10:05:40 AM

Good morning, Sunny and Andrew.

 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts with the City Council.  Please do not hesitate to contact us with

 questions or other suggestions you may have as this process continues.

 

Best regards,

 

Jamie Verbrugge

City Manager

 

From: Sunny Ray [mailto:ray.sunny328@gmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, May 17, 2015 2:15 PM
To: City-Council
Subject: Fwd: We are in favor of organized garbage collection

 
Please add our family's name to the list of people in favor of organized garbage collection. 
 We believe in decreasing the truck distance traveled to decrease emissions.  We are also in
 favor of making compost pick up available.
 
Sunny Ray and Andrew Snyder
6261 W. 98th St.
Bloomington, MN 55438
 

mailto:/O=COB ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=VERBRUGGE, JAMIE9AF
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From: Gates, Jim

To: Baloga, Jack; Laura C

Cc: Verbrugge, Jamie; Keel, Karl

Subject: RE: Organized Trash Collection

Date: Monday, May 18, 2015 7:23:24 AM

Attachments: 5-1-15 Sun Current OC article.pdf

Laura,

The $15/ month rate quoted in the Sun-Current (attached) is for trash (collection and disposal) for a small cart (35-

gallon) at $6.42, and for recycling with a large cart (90 gallon) at $5.67 without taxes and fees since those items are

 out of the  control of the city.  The trash and recycling costs are used as the basic needs in order to strive to compare

 "apples-to-apples" for the public.  Subscription services include yard waste, bulky items, electronics, and eventually

 organics (food waste, food covered containers, etc.), which the hauler proposal includes unit costs for particular

 items.

Look for a simplified table of costs on the organized collection webpage this week on the Bloomington website for

 folks to put their particular proposed monthly costs together if and when the most recent hauler proposal is

 approved by the City Council to move forward to a contract for the city.

If so directed the contract is intended to be completed this fall.  Then the Council will be requested to approve the

 contract.  Then there is a statute required 6-month waiting period where carts are cleaned labeled, and switched to

 various households  (if required), existing contracts between the households and haulers are ended, and many other

 ancillary components are resolved.  Such a revised solid waste program may not begin until spring of 2016, so there

 are steps yet to be completed.

The next big step is the Public Hearing on June 1, 2015 at 7 PM in the Council Chambers at Civic Plaza, 1800 West

 Old Shakopee Road assuming the Council approves the June 1st  hearing date at their Council meeting on May 18,

 2015, which by all indications will be approved..

Hope that assists in the answer to your question.

Contact me anytime.

Jim Gates

Deputy Director of Public Works

Office: 952-563-8730

Fax: 952-563-4868

Email: jgates@bloomingtonMN.gov

-----Original Message-----

From: Baloga, Jack

Sent: Sunday, May 17, 2015 12:54 PM

To: Laura C

Cc: Gates, Jim

Subject: RE: Organized Trash Collection

Laura

Thanks for your email. 

I don't have that article available to me .............. I already put it into recycling.  As a result, I am forwarding your

 not to Jim Gates and by copy of this email asking Jim to respond to your question and CC me.  Jim will have access

 to that information.
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Thanks again for your email. 

Jack Baloga

City Council Member - District III

City of Bloomington

952.944.5194

JBaloga@bloomingtonmn.gov

________________________________________

From: Laura C [lauracalbone@gmail.com]

Sent: Saturday, May 16, 2015 9:08 PM

To: City-Council

Subject: Re: Organized Trash Collection

Hello,

I wanted to follow up on my previous e-mail in support of organized trash collection.  I read the article in the 4/30

 Sun Current, and am wondering if the $15/month rate for small trash containers and biweekly recyclable collection

 includes all taxes and fees?  I currently have a small trash container and biweekly recyclable collection that costs

 $34.50 + $13.88 in taxes and fees every 3 months (so $48.38 total for 3 months).  Considering the cost savings that

 the trash haulers would have with organized collection, I would expect to pay less or the same (but certainly not

 more) than what I am currently paying.

Thanks in advance for the clarification, Laura Calbone

On Wed, Mar 4, 2015 at 3:48 PM, Laura C <lauracalbone@gmail.com<mailto:lauracalbone@gmail.com>> wrote:

Hello,

I wanted to send a note in support of organized trash collection.  I think it would be great because:

  *   Fewer trucks driving down our residential streets (reduce air and noise pollution)

  *   Collection of food waste would be wonderful (useful way to use food waste as compost vs filling landfills)

  *   Not having to call around to multiple garbage haulers every year to get prices so that my hauler will price match

 the lowest price (seems like the haulers raise their prices continually so we have to call around for lower rates every

 year or two)

Sincerely,

Laura Calbone

8759 Wood Cliff Rd

Bloomington, MN 55438

--

May your life be filled with good karma, new adventures, work you love, someone to snuggle, satisfying sleep,

 delicious meals, family to support you, sunshine, sweet music and great health

mailto:lauracalbone@gmail.com














































































































































Phone Calls received and answered by Jim Gates 
 

5-4-2015  Nancy Hughes   522-212-8275 

 Is very opposed to Organized Collection. “It is such a farce”. Public comment is severely 

impacted with this project. Told her public comments are welcome anytime. 

 

5-4-2015  Joe Greenwood   9946 Maple Ave So. Bloomington, MN 55431 

 Sent him the Foth Memo from the City Council packet from May 4, 2015.  His questions were 

answered I the memo. 

 

5-11-2015  Norman Draper   952-881-9231 

 I strongly support what Bloomington is doing. Called him back and told him about the June 1, 

2015 public hearing using the latest hauler proposal submittal. Told him info will be passed on to City 

Council. 

 

5-11-2015  Dennis Sansone   952-854-5066 

 Lives in 36 unit townhome complex with a Homeowner’s Association. Supports Organized 

Collection for the limited number of trucks, safety & wear & tear on roadway.  Wanted to know if 

“opting-in” was a possibility.  Told him we do not have a contract yet, but it will be something to address 

in a future contract should it actually happen.  Told him the info will be passed on to the City Council. 

 

5-11-2015  Frank H. Powers  612-209-3688 

 It’s a great idea. Good idea. Frank is a resident of Crystal. He is going to pass it on to his Council 

representative and maybe even attend a Council Meeting requesting Crystal take a look at the possibility 

of Organized Collection. 

 

5-13-2015  Mary Beth Prasher  952-835-5499 

 She is opposed to the Organized Collection Program. The family presently has Waste 

Management and is extremely happy with their courtesy, flexibility and billing cost. 

 She also relayed the trails around Bush Lake and Normandale regarding too many trees being 

cut down. Also would like the algae on Normandale Lake treated more. Told her that we have tried to do 

additional treatment for years, but in order to secure a permit for treatment from the COE, we have 

been limited to the old Nine Mile Creek stream bed for treatment. 

 

5-13-2015  John Wittman   952-346-9107 

 Wanted to know how recycling would be handled. Told him we don’t have a contract yet, but 

the hauler proposal states that if a household needs an additional recycling cart, another cart could be 

added at no additional cost. Told him about the Public Hearing on June 1 ,2015 in the Council Chambers. 

Thanked him for his comments and they would be passed on to the City Council for their consideration 

in their discussion of Organized Collection. 

 

5-13-2015  Vicki Anderson   952-881-3180 

 She has two homes – proof of trash collection, so she would be able to use other home for 

disposal was discussed (in the City Code). Discussed accidents and insurance. Told her the city is self- 

insured up to $250,000, then beyond that amount the incident would be handled by the League of 

Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust with the limit of liability established by State Statute. 



 Extra yard waste bags were next– said basic yard waste cart will be 90-gallon from the latest 

Hauler Proposal.   The City Council directed staff to move forward with that latest Hauler Proposal for 

the Public Hearing on June 1. Vicki said she has 75-bags each year full and stated  she will not be paying 

$300 for extra bags of yard waste and will be using her other residence for yard waste.  Told her about 

the Public Hearing on June 1st, and the our conversation would be summarized, logged, and passed on to 

the City Council for their consideration for the organized collection process. 

 

5-14-2015  Nicole    612-229-5527 

 Nicole stated she was turned down by 2-licensed haulers in the City. Called her back and 

directed her to Bloomington website and type in “trash haulers” and she has seven to choose from and 

told her the open collection system is still in operation. The City is pursuing the possibility of Organized 

Collection, but we’re not there yet. Also mentioned the Public Hearing for Organized Collection is June 1, 

2015 at the Civic Plaza at 7:00pm. 

 

5-14-2015  Matt    612-702-2792 

 Wanted the list of licensed haulers in Bloomington. Gave him list from City webpage. 

 

5-14-2015  Robert Canonico  952-884-9560 

 We talked a long time about specifics in a future contract. The hauler proposal does not include 

a fuel surcharge, costs will be fixed with the contract for the first two years, with a 2% increase every 

other year starting in year 3 of a future contract. 

 The published $18.49 is a set weighted average number based on trash and recycling only with 

taxes and Hennepin County costs . Trash will be weekly, recycling every other week, yard waste, 

organics, bulky items, and electronics would be subscription services, but prices are included in the 

hauler proposal. 

 Asked about the June 1, 2015 public hearing. Detailed questions may not be answered and 

probably will be referred to staff. Told him the public hearing is for the public to comment on Organized 

Collection in general, not specific questions. Told him the public hearing is envisioned to be long but will 

be broadcast on Bloomington cable. 

 Told him about the webpage and that a summary of our discussion will be forwarded to City 

Council. 

 

5-15-2015  Karen Kinson   952-303-9392 

 Voicemail: Karen wants to ban plastic bags and Styrofoam food containers from Bloomington. 

Called her back and got voicemail. Said Bloomington is in the midst of the possible implementation of 

Organized Collection and are not willing to bring more conflict into the mix since that discussion would 

involve many commercial facilities as well as the public for Organized Collection, and that could come 

later though. 

 

5-21-2015  Nancy Barthell   952-944-0273 

 Voicemail: She wants to keep their own hauler. Very happy with their present hauler. Long term 

resident of Bloomington. Called her back and told her about Public Hearing for Organized Collection on 

June 1, 2015, she thought that it had already been decided. Told her no. There are quite a few steps to 

go through yet. Told her that her comments will be passed on to the City Council and then forwarded to 

them for their information for their use in making a decision regarding Organized Collection. 

 

 

 



5-21-2015  sounded like Jeff Gordan 612-356-0805 

 Did the 1400 signatures for the petition apply to Bloomington in the Sun Current or is it Fridley? 

I said I was not sure, but 10% of the most recent general election in Bloomington 1400 signatures 

sounds about right for Bloomington. 

 Also asked if there would be a possibility of getting a “group of neighbors together and contract 

with a hauler they all like.” I said it is doubtful, but we have not started forming a contract yet either. He 

then hung up, apparently frustrated. 

 

5-26-2015  Jeremy Haus   952-240-3618 

 He is a supporter of Organized Collection. Does not understand the reasoning of those against 

Organized Collection. Tried to explain the opponent’s point-of-view. Said he may want to attend the 

Public Hearing on 6-1-2015. Said his comments will be logged and sent on to the City Council for their 

consideration regarding Organized Collection. 

 

5-26-2015  Phyllis Mortinson  952-881-5407 

 Phyllis strongly supports Organized Collection, but can’t attend the Public Hearing since she will 

be attending the Kennedy Graduation Ceremony @ Marirucci Arena that evening. She has a neighbor on 

Clinton Avenue that will be there, also in support of the Organized Collection. Said her views will be 

logged and shared with the City Council. 

 

5-26-2015  James Furber   952-831-6472 

 James supports Organized Collection. Said he may want to say a few words at the Public 

Hearing. Told him you’ll sign in and receive a number for when he will be called by the Mayor with 

comments limited to two minutes. He said that should be fine. Told him his comments will be logged 

and passed on to the City Council for their consideration. 

 

5-27-2015  Joel Jennissen   612-423-1574 

 July memo is being used by the group against the supporters of organized collection.  Told him 

after that July, 2014 memo, much has been learned since then that puts a different light on organized 

collection.  There are a number of benefits generated by organized collection, as shown be more 

subsequent memos. 

 

5-27-2015  Lenore Rane   952-881-9493 

 Strongly supports Organized Collection. Hopes the Council has the backbone to approve 

Organized Collection of waste material. Said there will be comment cards available if folks do not want 

to speak. Said I would summarize our conversation and relay the info to the City Council for their 

consideration as the Organized Collection process continues. 

 

5-27-2015  Dixie Vella   952-941-1341 

 One hauler for the whole city would be great, but is okay with separate haulers as long as it is 

one per neighborhood. Wants to give a “pat on the back” to those involved for pursuing this option. She 

said there are many supporters out in the community that support the single hauler concept. She lives 

north of Bush Lake, so suggests she contact CM Baloga & said I would summarize our conversation and 

pass the info on to the City Council. 

 

 

 

 



5-27-2015  Sandy Crum   952-888-2114 

 She had a question about a hauler renewal. Told her the Public Hearing is Monday, June 1st, and 

hopeful that a decision would be made at the Council Meeting on June 22nd and then if so directed a 

contract would be completed.  If Council agrees with the contract, there would be a 6-month waiting 

period required by state statute prior to the start-up of Organized Collection. The haulers will be 

required to terminate existing contracts during that 6-month period, so households only pay for 

delivered services, on a pro-rata basis. She is a strong supporter of the Organized Collection system and 

hopes it is approved June 1st. Told her comments will be logged and sent to the City Council for their 

consideration. 

 

5-27-2015  Duan Cedarblade  952-887-5093 

 Very much in support of the start of Organized Collection. She also has a number of neighbors 

that are also in support of Organized Collection, and she was going to pass along phone numbers if folks 

want to phone in their support. Told her the message will be logged and passed on to the City Council 

for their consideration in conjunction for the decision regarding Organized Collection. 
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